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INTRODUCTION.

r———.

Waar is a ghost?  In the popular acceptation of
the term, it is a visible appearance of a deceased per-
son. It is called also a spirit; but, if vimble, it must
be matter; consequently not a spirit. If it is not
matter, it can only exst in the imagination of the be-
holder ; and must therefore be classed with the mulh-
farigus phantoms which hannt the sick man’s couch in
delirium,

But ghosts have appeared to more than one person
at & fime;—how then? Con he exist m the imagina-
tion of two persons at once ! That is not probable,
and we doubt the *“authentic” accounts of ghosts ap-
pearing to more than one at a time. The stories we
are about to tell will show, however, that in a great
many instances several persons have thought that they
saw ghosts at the same time, when, ic fact, there was
no ghost in the case ; but substantial desh and blood
and bones. : .

But what does n ghost represent? What is it the
" ghost of? Of a man or woman, to be sure. But
does it appear as 2 man or women orly ? Is it nude?
Oh no! Oh shocking! This is contrary to all the
rules. It always appears dressed? I the man has

been murdered, it appears in the very clothes he was
o %
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murdered in, all bloody, with a pale, murdered-looking
face, and a phastly wound in the breast, head, sto-
mach, back or abdomingl region, as the case may be ;
but always in decent clothes. If the person died
quietly a nataral death, in bed; then the ghost is
generally clad in long white robes, or a shroud ; but
still properly dressed. So then, we have the ghost
of the clothes also—the phost of the coat aod unmen-
tionables—the ghost of the cocked hat and wig. How
12 this?

But to cut the motter short—the whole theory of
ghosts is too fimsy to bear the rough bapdling of
either reason or ndicule. The best way to dissipate
the inbred horror of supernotural phantoms, which al-
most all persons derive from Eursery tales or other
sources of causeless terror in early life, i3 to show by
example how possible it is to impress npon ignorant
or credulous persons the fivm belief that they behold
a ghost, when in point of fact no ghost s there. We
proceed at once to our gtores.



GHOST STORIES.

THE COLD HAND.

Ax eminent American artist relates the following story
of a terrible adventure which befell him during his rem-
dence in Enyope.

I was travelling from Parin to Brussels in the diligence
Oo my arrival one evening at a littla village near Dieppe
—I forget the name of il—I found the village inn so
crowded that the landlord could not even give me a bed
upon which [ might sleep in the house, He undertook,
howerver, to receive my lugmape, and pive ms a lodging
in the neighbourhood ; and with this arrangement I waa
obliged to be satisfied.

After having partalien of a comfortable supper, [ was
waited upon by a servant with a lantern, who was to con-
duct me to the house where [ was destined by my evil
stars to pass the night. [1 was a lone hovse, of two stories,
and quite small, situated on a wide heath, some half a
mile distant from the inn. There were but three rooms
on a floor ; and on knocking at the door, I was admitted
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