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PREFACE.

Tas Society of BROTHERS [N UNITY was founded in the.
yesr 1768, by twenty-one individuals, from the claases of 1768, '69,
*70, and *71, whose mames we have placed together on the seventh
page. When arranged in alphabetical order, the name of Davip
Huurarers, LL. D, stands in the centre, the keystone of the arch
of “ Friendship and Truth,” which they raised. His is & name which
every American will delight 10 honor, We are proud to ¢wn him as
one of the foumders of our Society. He, with his sssociates, had
much to contend aprinst. Two or thres Societies, slready in exist-
ence, waged inceseant war sgainet them ; but perseversnee erownad
their labors with success, and the * Brothers in Unity” became an in-
dependent institution, David Humphreys was well fitted for such =
task. BSoon after he had established our independent position, and
had compelled the opposition to surrender their colors, he was called
by his countrymen to perform s similar duty for them. At the battle of
Yorktown he distinguished himeelf #s a brave and active officer,
and was selected by Washington to carry the British standards sur-
rendsred by Cornwallia, and to lay them st the feet of an American
Congress. As & mark of Washington's esteem for Col. Humphreys,
his sid-de-camp and military secretary, he recommended him warmly
to Congress, then sssembled at Philadelphia, # for his fidelity and
good services,” and on his arrival with the despatches of Gen. Wash-
ington and the British standarda, there wae a grand military proces-
sion, and Congress resolved, * That an elegant aword be presented,
in the name of the United States, to Col. Humphreya.” Such is the
men whom we delight to honor as one of the fathers of our Society,
and as a distinguished benefactor to his country. * Pairiam, armis
tuebatur, consiliis auxit, literis exornavit, apud exteras gentes con-
cordii stabilivit.” .
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It may be interesting to some, to know the object for which the
Society was founded. It is well known, that in ancient times the
members of the lower classes wers compelled to be servants to those
of the upper clesses. The junior members were forced to do the
bidding of the seniors, even to the most servile occupstion, under
drezd of the severest penalties ; and we are informed by some of
the oldest gradustes of the College, that prior to the establishment
of the * Brothers in Unity,” no Freshman was received into any
Bociety in College. Such men as Humphreys, who engaged with
#o much ardor in the struggle for equal rights, could not be expected
long to submit to guch a relict of fendal insolence., Humphreys was
then a Freshman, and he stood up for the digmity of hia class; and
having found two members of the Semior Class, three in the Junior,
and two in the Sophomore, whe were willing to scknowledge that
Freshmen might be admitted into & litersry society, he, with thirteen
of his classmates, fought for and eatablished their own respectability.
8o popular wes this movement with the class of 1771, then Fresh-
men, that fifieen of ita members were Brothers in Unity, and only
four were Linonisns, as will be seen by a refsrence to the two cata-
logues, To the Freshman Class, therefore, of 1768, headed by
Gen. Humphreye, and to the Society of “ BroTmERRa v Unrry,”
founded by such men, for such 2 purposs, is due the breaking up of
that sanselena class distinction, and degrading servility, which had
eo long disgraced the semior members of College, and had done
so much injury to those mewly entered on its catalogwe. The at-
tempt to break up this insolent custom was so amccessiul, that other
societies, which had sneered st Freshmen, were forced to treat them
with reapect. For they scon found that Seniors came from Fresh-
men, and that to possess the former they must obtain the latter. If
any praise ia due for elevating the character of Freshmen, and
compelling other societies to respect them, we claim it, for the his-
tory of College gives it to us.

Two of the founders of our Society, then Freshmen, are marked
as gtill living, and should this catalogue come under their obaerva-
tion, they will see that the motto which they adopted, “ E parvie
oriuntur magns,” has stood the test of ages, and that Brothers of the
present day look back with gratitude to them, snd seek to embalm
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in the affections of the living the memory of their associates, who
now sleep in their honored graves.

Since its eatablishment, the Brothers Society has been an honor
to our College end to our country, and has taken the lead of all oth-
ers in the number and talent of its members. Among other distin-
guished names, we see on glaneing over our catalogue, those of six
Governors of States, seven Chisf Justices and fifteen Justices of Su-
preme Courts, thirteen Senstors and forty-five Representatives in the
Tnited States Congress, fourteen Presidents of Colleges and forty-six
Professors, of whom twelve have been Professors in Yale College,
sixty-seven Tutors of Yals College alone, thres Lisutenant Governora
of Connecticut, two Attorneys General, one Bishop, and one Vice-
President of the United States. Thirty of our members have attained
to the honarary degrae of LL. D)., and twenty-nine to thatof 8. T. D.
Every President of the United States, with the exception of two, has
had in his cabinet one of vur members, and the governor's chair of
our own stsie has been filled for twenty years with Brothers in Unity.

FPrior to 1798, there was no regular valedictory from the gradusting
clase. That year the “master's orstion” was omined, snd a class
valedictorisn sppointed. James Burnet, a Brother in Unity, of that
class, was selected, the first whe obtained that homor. Since that
time there have been forty-four valedictorisns, of whom twenty-aix
were Brothers in Unity, leaving only sighteen to the other socisties.
From 1809 till 1824, inclusive, that is, for sixteen years, we had eve-
ry valedictorian, and generally the ealutatorian; and from a hasty
glance over the catalogue of the Phi Beta Kapps Society, con-
sisting of about 1277 members, we find thet 604 have been Brothers,
while only 535 have been Linonians.

The Linonian catalogue, commencing with the year 1768, and in-
cluding those hereafter referred to who are not graduates of this col-
lege, containa the pames of 1785 members. Our Socisty, founded
in that year, now numbera 1817 members, all graduates, showing
that in the same number of years, we have had a majority of the
Alumni of this College. Our library too, in valus and number of vol-
umes, olaims superiority. The Hen. Judge Baldwin, of this city, who
was our Librarian in 1780, hes shown us manuscript cstalogues of
the booka belonging to the Brothers and Linonian Societies at that
date. The “excellent library,” aa it is there called, of the Brothers
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in Unity, consisted of only 163 volumes, and the Linonian, though
claiming to be fiftesn years older, had but 152 volumes. In 1808
our library gontained 723 volumes, and in 1829, it nombered 2,550,
It now consists of over 8,000 volumes, selected with the greatest
care, both in this country snd Europe. Connected with the society
there is a reading room, where the best Magazines, Reviews, and
Literary Newspapers, are kept for the use of members only. Thia
is an adventage possesssd by no other socisty in College.

In the catalogue of the members, now for the first time published,
will no doubt be found numerous errors. Owing to the imperfect
state of & part of our records, we have no donbt that eome names
which should be inserted have heen omitted, and other mistakes
made. Whare the present residence was not known, that given in
the annual college catalogue has been inserted. The latter, to soms,
mey be as pratifying as the former. In peneral, we have boon gov-
erned in giving tiles and prefixing asterisks, by the triennial cate-
logue. Intwo or three cases, however, we have marked as dead
those there given as still living. Even while the sheets were going
through the press, onas and another Brother have been called awsy
by death. These cases have been noticed and worrected.

To those who have assisted us, we render thanks, and we sub-
mit the result of our labors, soch as it is, to the inspection of our
friends, requesting them to inform the Society of any mistakes which
they may discover, thet they may be corrected in our next eatzlogna,

‘We have published & list of those who have been presidents of the
Society from ite foundation, and heve alse pointed out the class vale-
dietorian, when a Brother obtained the honor. This information will
doubtless be gratifying to many of our old members.

We have published the names of none but regular gradustes of
college, and members of our Society at the time of their gradustion,
The Linonian Scciety, professing to do the same, has given among
its members, Hon. Ambrose Spencer, LL. D)., in the class of 1783,
Hon, William C. Bradley, in fhe class of 1799, and Nathsn Strong,
in the elass of 1802, and we suppose others, in other classes, il we
had time to examine, who never graduated at Yale. DBy inserling in
this way the names of those who were once members of our Society,
but left without graduating, we might swell our list with those of ma-

oy distinguished men, and among others with that of the present See-
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retary of the Navy, who was once s Brother in Unity, but left College
before gradusting. We have likewise omitted the namss of those who
belonged to the. * Phoonix™ Soeciety, established sbout 1808, prinei-
pally by Hon. Thomas 8. Grimké, whose name appears, we know
not why, conspicuous on the Linonian eatalogue. Had we followed
their example we might have graced our pages with the names of
Francis Granger, Thaddeus Betts, and others, whe would have been
Brothers, but for the existence of the Phoenix Society. The names
of several membera of the Brothers and Calliopean Societies have
appeared on the Linonian catalogue. When we found that any per-
son had obtained a dismission from us to another socisty, we omitted
his name. If the Linonians had done the same, we should not have
had 80 many common members, amounting to abowt thirty, whose
names appear plain on our records, without any mention of a dismis-
sion.

The name of John C. Calhoun also appesrs on both catalogues,
The very year, we believe, in which he entered College, an arrange-
ment was made by which Freshmen were sssigned by the alphabet
alternately to the two societies. Mr. Calhoun was aseigned to the
Linonian, but as his friends, and, as will be seen from our catalogue,
most of the southern students, wers Brothers in Unity, his prefer-
ences were in our favor. Every mesns, even combinations to keep
him out of the Phi Beta Kappa Bociety, were nsed to compel him to
join the Linonian, yet he would not. A lstter was written by a
member of Congress, to the Linonisa Society, stating these facts,
snd we have had from himself assurances of his undiminished at-
tachment to us, We do not claim that he signed our constitution ;
nor did he sign theirs, unless by constraint, and this his charscter
leads us to beliave he would not do. He preferred to be & Brother
in Unity, We feel proud to number so grest a man smong our dis-
tingnished members, With this explanation, we humbly submit the
question, which society can claim him with most Aoner to iteell.

‘We have made these observations, not from any hatred we bear
our rival, but to meet the rather ungenerous assertions of some who
were lately opposed to us, and carried the warfere against our So-
ciety farther than strict honor would warraat. We would not, if we
could, injure their society, nor sow the eeeds of destruction in & soil
which has produced so many rare snd beautifu] lowers. We wish
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to see the societies remain as they have been, ornements to College,
generous rivals, striving to excel, rather than to speak evil of, each
other.

The eohject of the Brothers in Unity has been to give the hand of
friendship to those who had before met nothing but indigmities on
their entrance into College, and to lead them with brotherly kindness
along the path of social and intellectual improvement. Lofiy places
‘in selence, literatire, and oratory, are the ends in view. Social
friendship and the kind word of a Brother beguile the tedium of the
journey, and smooth the rogged path. And while from year to yesr
additions are made to this catalogue, the new members may rejoice
to eee their names attached to a scroll which the genius of America
may with pleasure present to the temple of fame-—a manuseript illu-
minated with so many intellectual jewsls. W, B. R.

W. E. ROBINSON,

R, W. WRIGHT, Committee of
GEO. NORTHROP, [ Publication.
JACOB STORY,

Yare Corrrar, Oct. 5, 1841,

9 An weterisk (%) bs placed befre the names of those mesobars whe are dead—an obeflsl ()
Qe the residence: given on the annoal entalogue.  Toe lotiore P, 8. mrn placed afier the names
of these wiho have heen Presidenm of the Bocdety, Other sbbeeviations will be known without
expianaton. Tihe tibosn of A M. and Fag, have been nsertad pod omited mether arbiprarily. The
nrmen of qur bonornry members, embraciag those of the greatest s of cor country, have been
omltted fior shvhous reasons, Thougl we might fiee] provd of ke Het which they would form, yot
wi think it batiey that no society in Tale Colloge showld borrow hustre frgn thoss wio ane oot
el s of this Inariug




