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NOTE TO THE EEADER

Tae subject of this Treatise is so manifestly important, snd
may lead to results go vital and profound, that i any persons
wish to communicate with the author, by the presentation of
any new case, or particular facts, or 1o make -any suggestions,
or point cut any errors, efpecially with reference to futare
editions and enlargaments of thia wark, he would be very hap.
Py to have them do so. "



PREFACE.

e

© w1k the biography of eminent men, great care has generally
been taken to show st what school or college they were sducat-
od, under what able professr, and the particular course of stady
pursued.  Yet how unimportant are these facts, when we reflect
that & vast nomber of men, of only common capacities, pase
throogh the sama collepe, under the same able professors, and
purswe the same courms of study, withoot heving been raised
abova medioerity 7 The inference then i, that the bisgrapher
must go farther back than education, to elicit the true cause
which prodosed this pre-eminence in the sabjsct of his memor.
And to what glorious results might not such inguiry lead —
probably to the important result of the mental and physical im-
provement of the whole buman race. A nd ke who can extablish
the world the choicest legucy ever bequeathed to humanify.” #

In rogard to the phrase, © Moral and Intallectual Qualities
Transmimible,” i bas beeun objected by some, that it is nok
strictly true. It is not the very, identical, actual charactor of
the man, that is transmissible to his children, but procliviies to
that mame character. We acknowledgo & degree of truth in
this: at the same time, it js snch proclivity as, to a degres,
inevitably insures the character, and may be smid to be, per-
hops, more strictly, the natural grownd or foandation npon
which a man builds his own more personal and spiritual charac-
ter, and into which is inseminated the. finer and higher essen-

* Intellsctun] and Moral Qualities Tranemissible. New York: Wiley
sod Fuiloses, 1543,
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ces. It amounts, therefors, to the same thing in effect, whether
wo say qualities or proclivities transmissible. The result to the
character ia similar, for, in & certain sense, qualities are in
peroclivities, and proclivities in qualities.

© The life and happineseof individoals, the love and harmony
of families, the prosperity and stability of States and Kingdoms,
and the protection of life, liberty, and person, are more depen-
dent on influences that bear upon heman beings, before birth,
than ou any influence that can be browsht to bear om them
afterwards. 'What is orgonized into us, in our pre-natal states
is of more consequence to us, snd more vital to our triumph
towards perfection and happiness, than what ie educated into
us after we are born.” *

“We are physiclozically connected and set forth in our be-
gioniogs; end it is a matter of immense consequence to our
charvacter, what the connection is. In our birth, we not only
begin to breaths, and ¢irculate blood, but it is & question hugely
significant, whose the blood may be. For in this we have
whole rivers of predispositions, good or bad, set running in us—
as much more powerful to shape onr fauture than all tuitional
and regulative influences that come after, as they are earlier
in their beginning, deeper in their insertion, and mare constant
i their operation.” +

% He who can convince the world of the importance of tha

- laws of hereditary descent, and indoce mankind to conduet
themselves accordingly, will do mors good to them, and con-
tribute more to their improvement, then all institutions and all
systema of eduestion.” §

The grest problem of our day is, how fo produce the best origi-
nal forms of humanity, for this world and the next.

W.MF.

* Henry C. Wright. t Dr. Horaoe Bushoell. 1 Bpurshelm,
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