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PREFACE.

It ia the object of this series of histories to
present a clear, distinet, and connected narrs-
tive of the lives of those great personages who

ve in varions ages of the world made them-

ves oelebrated as leaders among mankind,
aad, by the part they have taken in the publie
adfaivg of preat nations, have exerted the widest
Mflnence on the history of the human race.
o ond which the author bae had in view is
I=am::n:fi:arli:l: first, to communicate soch informa-
tion in reapect to the subjects of his narratives
as is important for the general reader to posesss;
and, secondly, to draw such moral lessons from
the evente deseribed and the charucters deline-
ated aa they may legitimately teach to the peo-
ple of the prué-ant age. Though written in a
direct and eimple style, they are intended for,
and addressed to, minds poasessed of some con-
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giderable degree of maturity, for such minds
only can folly appreciate the character and sc-
tion which exhibits itself, as nearly all that is
described in these valumes does, in close com-
bination with the eonduoct and policy of govern-
ments, and the great events of intérnational

history.
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