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SCRIPTURE LESSONS.
NEW TESTAMENT.

LESSON L

the forerunner of the Saviour, and the annunciation
of the birth of the Saviour Christ himself.

FROM LUEKE I.

FoRasMUCH as mu:z have taken in hand to set

forth a narrative of the things that have been ac-
com hhdmngun;ueo:ﬁzgutheywhqu
the beginning, were eye-witnesses and ministers of
::dwnrd, h:.:l':;’gaﬁurd I.ll:;n tuw::: it seemed
to me aving gained exact knowledge of
every thing from the very first, to write to thee in
order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou mayest
know the certainty of those things in which
hast been instructed.
There was, in the days of Herod the king of
Judea, a certain priest, named Zacharias, of the
course of Abia,® and his wife was of the daughters

* Of the course of Abia, fc.—By the intment of
David, the descendants of Aaron were divided mto twent
four families, who attended at the temple W rotation.
these families the sighth was Abia, from whom was descended
this Zacharins, who wes at this time attending at the temple
in his torm.
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of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they
were both just before God, walking in all the com-
mandments and righteousness of the Lord blame-
less. And they bad ne child, because Elizabeth
was barren, mJl.hey were both well advanced in
years.

And it came to pass, that when he executed the
priest’s office before God, in the order of his course,
according to the custom of the priest’s office, it
was his lot to offer incense, going into the temple
of the Lord, And all the multitude of the people
was praying without at the time of incense. And
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
standing on the right side of the altar of incense.
And Zacharias seeing him was troubled, and fear
foll upon him. But the angel said to him, Fear
not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard ; and thy
wife Elizabeth shall r thee a son, and thoun
shalt call his name John;® and thou shalt have
]]':jl’ and ess, and many shall rejoice at his

irth. For he shall be great before the Lord,
. and shall drink no wine or strong drink;t and
he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even
from his mother’s womb; and he shall turn man
of the children of Israel to the Lord their Goi
And he shall go before him in the spirit and ;r:mer
of Elias, that he may turn the hearts of the fathers
unto the children, and the unbelieving to the wis-
dom of the just, to make ready a people prepared
for the A

And Zachsrias smid to the angel, Whereby
shall I know thig? for I am an old man, and my

# John—~Graocn of the Lord.

+ Shall drinkno wine, §c—Fersons who took upon them
& vow to abstain from wine and other intoxicating lguors,
and to submit to certain other privations, wers called Ra-
zarites. Sometimes children were dedicated to be Nasarites
‘o (3od from their infancy. .




wife is advariced in years. And the angel answer-
ing, said unte him, I am Gabriel who stand
before God: and am sent to speak to thee, and
to bring thee these good tidin And, behold,
thon shalt be dumb, and n]ngt& not be able to
speak, until the day when these things shall
ecome to pass; becanse thou hast not believed®
my words, which shall be fulfilled in their time.

And the people were waiting for Zacharias,
and wondered thet he tarried so long in the
temple. And when he came out he conld not
spesk to them, and they understood that he had
seen A vision in the temple, and he made signs
to ‘them, and remained damb. And it eame to
pass, that as soon as the days of his ministration
wrere accomplished, he departed to his own house.

And after these Elizebeth his wife con-
ceived, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus
hath the Lord dealt with me in the days when he
looked upon me, to take away my reproach among
men.

And i the sixth month the Gabriel was
sent from God into a city of Galilee called Na-
rareth, to a virgia espoused to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the vir-
gin’s name was Mary. [And the mmg her
a8 one peeuli blassed of God, and in to her
that, ﬂgugh was & virgin, she shonld bear 4 son,
by the immediate power of the Hol 4 Ghost, and that

should eall his name Jgsvs, ¢+ which pame signifies
Saviour. This pame was to be given to him, because,
as Bt. Matthew tolls us, he was to save his peopla from

not be blameable in doubting, for whet be mw mighm‘l:fu
bty am illasdon : but he ahoold have waited the event, which
would bave decided. ving, however, an immediate sign,
he reveived one, which was & rebuke.

t Jesws—The same name with Joahua.



When the angel had finished his ssnunciation] Hnr'y
said, Bahuldr:;n hndmmdth]r ‘:-frdthﬂﬂ.mnﬂth be 1
unto me according to w [-]

from har mid

And Mary dsya, went into
the hill-muntrj' mﬂl Eﬂlﬁ, into & city of Juﬁn
and entered into the house of Zachariss, and
saluted Elizabeth. And it came to pass, that,
when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary,
the infant lea in her womb: and Elizabath
was filled with the Holy Ghost; and she cried
out with r loud voiee, and said, Blessed art thoun
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb., And whence is this to me, that the mo-
ther of my Lord should come to me? For, lo,
as soon as the veice of thy salutation ummdulm
mine ears, the infant in my womb leaped for j
And blessed is she that believed: that
things which were told her of the Lord shall be
performed.

And Mary md, M]’ nnu! dnﬂu magm the
Lord, and my spirit hath in God my
Saviour. For he hath ad the low estate of
his handmaiden : for, mﬂ. from henceforth,
all generations shall call me blessed. For be
that is mighty hath done mjgmt things for ma,
and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them

* Matt. i. 21—23. Ieaiah, vii. 14

t Blessed is she that believed—Elizabeth probably remem-
bered that her own husband Zachariss had not believed what
the angel said; and declares the superior blessedness of Mary,
who did belisve. .
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that fear him from generation to generation. He
hath showed mi_ghfa:'i:h his arm: he hath seat-
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mt from their seats, and
exalted the lowly. He hath filled the hungry with
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty
away, Ezlmﬂ! helped Israel his servant, in re-
membrance of his mercy; as he spoke to our
fathers, to Abrsham, and to his seed for ever.
And Mary abode with her about three months,
and returned to her own house.

iplp—

WwoEDE, &¢. TO HE EXPLAINED [N LESSON 1.

Annunciation, locense, Salutation,
Narrative, Tarried, mnaﬁun,
Accemplished, Espoused, ;

QUESTIONS DN LESSON I.

Whuar is the sabject of this Lasson ?

To whom did Luke write this account ?

What resson does he give for writing it?

Who was king of Judea when Zachorins was priest?
What was the name of his wife ?

What is the character given of them?

How was he whea the angel appeared unto

?
-Whtiidthl say ?

What did say to this ?
W’hrwzihnhbe&_umhfnrlﬂ;ﬁ:u? o b
Whers Mary reside when the angel appeare r
Toﬂmwahmd?

HowﬁﬂthieMﬁl her?

What more did he say to her?
© Whom did go to visit !
wmaidm; npliuyﬁil:ur
How did to this?
Hz:]on;didyﬂarrrrmﬁn with Elizabeth?

hi

AF
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LESSON II.

The birth of Jokn the Baptist.
FROM LUKE L.

Now Elizabeth's full time came that she should
be delivered ; and she t forth a son. And
her neighbours and her kansfolk heard that the
Lord had showed tmuoytnwnrdnberimd
they rejoiced with her. And it came to pass that,
on the eighth day, they came to circumcise the
child ; t were giving him the name Za-
charias after the name of his father. And his
mother answering, said, Not so; but he shall be
called John. And they said unto her, There is
none of thy kindred that is called by this name.
And they made signs to his father, how he would
have him called. And he asking for a writing-
table, wrote, saying, His name is Jobn. And

marvelled all. And his moath was opened
immediately, and his was loosed, and he
Epoke, praising God. fear came on all that
welt round about them: and all these sayings
were noised abroad over all the hill-country of
Judea. And all they that bad heard them laid
them np in their hearts, saying, What will this
child be! And the hand of the Lord was with
him.

And his father Zacharias was filled with the
Hol Ghmt,andrrophamd,' saying, Blessed be
l.ha{.qrdﬂ-nd of lsrael ; for he visited and
redeemed his people, and hath raised up an horn
of salvation for us in the house of his servant
David ; and ss he Tha by the moath of his
holy prophets, which have been since the world
began; that we should be saved from our ene-
mies, and from ths hand of all that, hate us; to
perform the kindness to our fathers, and to re-
member his holy covenant, the oath which he



