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PREFACE.

P e ]

Tae history of English Jowmnalism has yet to be
written, It vught to be cne of the most interesting
works upon our library shelves, desling, ms it does,
with the achisvements of ren whe have in many
cases been distinguished by eloguence, by high publie
spirit, and by some of the farest civic virtues, as well
a8 with tho rise and growth of an institntion which
has n a few years placed it=elf on & level, as far ax
power and influence ara conecrmed, with the old
Estates of the Bealm,

There nre, of course, many works upon the Press
—zsketches of men, sketches of newspapers, anecdotes
nnd reminiscences—aome of them, like Mr. Jumes
Grant's well-known volumes, to which I am frequently
indebted in the following pages, works of conaiderable
interest, But history, in any ndequate sense of the
term, there is none; partly, perhaps, because the Press,
s an institution, i8 of comparatively recent origin, and
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iv PREFACL

partly because an historian, when he takes up his pen
to sketch an institution, a career, or & campaign,
prefers, if possible, to deal with accomplished fncta—
with that which Is passed and gone, with men and
eventa
* Whosa distant footeteps scho
Through the corvidors of time,"

or at all eventy with that which is complete in itself,
instead of dealing with ons of the living forces of the
moment, where evervthing is controversy, eritieizm,
chaca, Perspective conghitutes one of the charms of
history ns well aa of art.

You cannot very well wrte the hwstery of an
institutiom which, like the Newspaper Press, is almest
day by day striking out fresh developments of its
enterprisn and power; which is superseding, or threat-
ening to superseds, with its stuff' of special corres-
pondents, the functions of our nmbaseadors; which i3
rivalling with its Forbeses, its Stanleys, ita MucGahans,
and O'Donovany the exploits of the Livingstones, the
Voambirys, and tho Bakers whoso books of travel
are smong the most delightful of our companions;
and which, with all this, is arrogating to itself some
of the chief funations of Parliament—most of its
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functions of publie criticism, moat of ite functions of
debate, and many of its functions as 8 Constitutional
check upon the conduet of Ministers,

Yot there never was an inatitution in the world
that better desorved to have ita listory written than
the Newspaper Presa  For the history of the English
Press is the history, if not of English liberty, of all
those popular forces and political franchises which
Liove given stremgth and solidity fo English institu-
tions ; renewed the youth of the Btete ; made England,
with its encient monarchical institutions, with s
feudal relies, with it& oristocrsey, and with ita
Eutablished Church, the freest State in the world ;
purified the publio eervice; raised the fone of our
public life ; made bribery and corruption, in the old
genge of the term, iinpogsible 1 and welded togsther the
whole Pritish Empire, with all its races, all its
religions, into s compact an] poewerful mess which
moves, when it moves &t all, with a force, &
unanimity, and a deciaion that constitnte Public
Opinion one of the marvels of our time,

I, of couree, cannot attempt in the narrow
compass of this volume to fill the comspicuous blank
in our literature which will have, one of these days, to
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be filled with a history of Journalism. Bat a series
of publications like this would hardly be complete
without & volume upon the Newapaper Fress : without
gome sceount of ite origin, of ita development, of ita
present position, and of the men whe have made
it what it is, of the men by whom the Newspaper
Press is still carried on—the special eorrespondents,
the reporters, the contributors, the proprietors; and
that is the purpose of the present work. The nature
of the subjest will perhaps justify me, if nothing elso
doeg, in expressing » hope that mine will not be the
lenst inferesting volume of the series,
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