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Lx the brief race of life, we all start from
the same point, Wo enter the world uncon.
scions of our erigin, of our Very existence,
and of the objects which surround us; and
profonndly ignorant of the dark and dreary
future, which spreads out before us, We
differ throngh Iifs in on infhrmation, in the
part we play in is's drama; and we ghall
finally differ in the world to come ;5 yet all
onr differences, to a greater oy lose extent,
depond npot our own exertions. The wisest
and best of mon besome 30, by continual
labor; while tho corvnpt snd degraded,
reap only the reward of their own wicked
lives. In onr jail and penitentinry roports,
wo see clearly that, erime wost ghounds in
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the hands of ignorance; and while we must
admit that, the drplken, profane, and vila
of all elimew, from their mistalkes in the
objects of life, bring npon themselves their
deepest wmizery, we are led to ask oureelves
the profound question, Why do mortals of
earth, eln against God, their Creator and
kind Iroserver?  Bolorson has answered
the question: * The way of the wicked,”
said he, *is ag darkness ; thoy know not at
what they strmble”  # Darkoess,” indeod,
“ has covered the earth, and gross darkmess
tho people.”  “ The bBlind lead the blind,
and both fall inte the ditch together.™

No one ean walk in the light, who has it
not; and if esrreet moral conduet, spivitual
progress, and eternal Life, atb the end of our
earthly journey, depend in the least, upon
the quality and amount of our moral light,
the gtudy of life shonld be, {0 gain fiue
knowledge, It is a singwlar froth that,
men ofien beecome gnite wiss in the affairs
of this world, who, nevertheless, remain
children in the things that pertain to God ;
and it i still more strange that, there are
large funds of false wisdom, which close the
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mind and hestt to the trne fountain, which
i able to enlighten every man that comes
o the world, The queetion, ** What shall
it profit 8 man if he gain the whole world
and lose his own soul # is not mere Appro-
priate than to ask, * What ehall it profit us,
though we acquive all the knowledge zhe
world can farnish, and yob fail to gain
‘The true light’ which comes from above,
and which alone can give mssurance of

*That rest which remaing for the peopls of
God."



PART FIRST.

Frummarais

THR THUE ORIGIN OF OUR BROWLEDGE OF GOD,
ART GUTE DCTIES To L.

Iwasmtren a8 men, for nearly six thou-
sand years, hava boeome virtuous and happy,
in the exact ratio of their knowledge of their
Creator, and hie will concerning them, it is
a question of very deep interest to ascertain
the proper mode of acquiring this inesti-
mable information, There are three ways,
in which it is supposed this knowledge is
gained ; yet, there can be tut one correct
gourcs of Divine wigdom, Theee demand a
briof, yet carefil exarnination, at our hands.

Frear. ft & supposed fhat Nature af-
Jurds  full information concerning owr
Father aho 1z in heaven.

The word Nature Iz cmployed; first, to
denote the outward world—the heavens with
their starry hosts, and the earth, with her
ten thonsand tongues ; and, secoundly, if is
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ueed to express tho supposad world of gpon.
tancous light within—that which is ima-
gimed to be natural to the soul.

Wise men, in the difforent ages of the
world, and even christian philosophers, have
maintained that, the study of wxternal naturs
not only affords correct knewledge with re-
gard to the invieible God, bot also, far
nishes all neediul information relative to our
dutiss to our Creator, and to each other, It
would be proper 1o state, in reply, that naturs
ie not 4 bridgs from the visible to the invisi-
ble world,  The dnll matter of the heavens
and the earth, with their whale machinery, is
ingufficient to sugges? either the exiztence or
perfections of that Ged who ie Spirit,  The
leap from the vieible to the invizilble, i3 not
only too great for the philoeophy of 1oan,
but it is also far above his loftiest imaging-
tion. A few plain rossone will Justify theso
conelusions,

When man was fivst created, his Father
and bis God, thongh invigible to ne, spoke
to him face to face; and it is unreasonable
to suppose, that his posterity could entirely
lose such information. We, moreover, have



