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PREFACE.

" Ir is little more than three years since the first in-
purgent gun was fired againal Fort Sumter: three
years, a8 we reckon time; s generation, if we caleulate
by the stirring events and far-reaching upheavals that
have been crowded info the eveniful months,

Things move fast in days like these. War changea
the legal relations of the combatants, War, in ita pro-
gress, presents unlooked-for aspects of affairs, brings
upon us necessities, opens up obligations. The rebel-
lion—oreator and teacher =s well as scourge and de-
stroyer—confers new rights, discharges from old bonda,
imposes bounden duties,

Great questions come to the surface,—questions of
national policy, demanding solution. In deciding some
of these, we find little aid from precedent; for our
condition as & nation is, to & certain extent, unprece-
dented.

We have been trying an experiment that never was
tried in the world before. 'We have been trying to
maintain & democratic government over thirty mil-
lions of people, of whom twenty millions existed under

one system, induostrial and social, ten millions under
%
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another. The twenty millions, chiefly of one race, car-
ried out among themselves a Declaration made eighty-
eight years ago touching the equal creation and the
ingliengble rights of man. The ten milllons conaisted,
in nearly equal portious, of two races,—one the de-
scendanta of voluntary emigrants who came hither
seeking freedom and happiness in a foreign land; the
other deriving their blood from ancestors agsinst
whom was perpeirated & terrible wreng, who came in
chains and were eold a8 chattels. From these forced
emigrants and their descendants were taken away
almost all human rights, the right of life and of per-
petuating & race of bondsmen excepted. Laws denied
to them the rights of property, of marriage, of family,
of education, of self-defence. The master-race sought
to live by their labor.

The experiment we have been trying for more than
three-quarters of a century was, whether, over social
and industrial elements thus discordant, s republican
government, asserting freedom in thought, in speech,
in action, can be peacefully maintained.

Grave doubts, gloomy apprehensions, touching the
nation’s Future, bave clouded the hopes of our wisest
public men in days past. Even the siatesmen of the
Revolution saw on the horizon the cloud no bigger
than & man’s hand. Gradually it rose and spread and
darkened. The tempest burst upon us at last.

Then some, faint-hearted and despairing of the Re-
public, prophesied that the good old daye were gone,
never to return. Others, stronger in hope and faith,
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recognized, through the gloom, the correcting and re-
forming hand of God. They acknowledged that the
experiment had failed ; but they confessed also that it
ought never to have succeeded. In adversity men
look into their hearts, there to resd Ilessons which
prosperity had failed to teach them.

The experiment ought never to have succeeded, be-
canse it invelved a grievous offence against Humanity
and Civilization. In peace, before the act of slave.
holders made them public enemies, we scrupled to look
this offence in the face, sesing no remedy. But war,
which has its mission, opened our eyes and released
our hands. Times disturbed and revolutionary bring
their good as well as their evil. In such times abuses
ripen rapidly ; their consoguences mature, their ulti-
mate Tesults become apparent. We are reminded of
their transitory character. We are zeminded that,
although for the time and in & certain stage of human
progress some abuses may have their temporary use,
and for this, under God's economy, may have been
suffared to continue, yet all abuses bhave but s limited
lifo: the Right only is eternal. Great, under such
circumetances, are our responeibilities; momentous
are the issues, for good or for evil, that bang upon our
decisions.

In this small volame, which busy men may read in
a foew hours, I have sought to bring together, in con-
densed form,the facts and the law which bear upun

our present condition as & nation.
1% .
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My task has led me over a vasi field. In briefly
tracing, from its inception in this hemisphere, the rise
snd progress of the great wrong which still threstens
tha life of the nation, I have followed the fortunes of &
vast maultitude, equal in number to the population,
loyal and disloyal, black and white, of these TUnited
States. 1 have sketched, by the light of aathentio
documents, the dismsal history of that multitude
through three centuries and a half; seeking out their
representatives, and inquiring into the numbers and
the condition of these, at the present day. In so
doing, I have sarrived at conclusions which, to those
who have never looked closely into the subject, may
seem too marvellons for belief.

I invite a critical examination of my narrative and
of the documents and statistics upon which rest its
details and conclusions, not doubting that the candid
reader will become convinced of its substantial truth.
I Lkave spared no pains to attain accuracy, well know-
ing that thus only can I expect to bring home the
great lesson which such an episode in human hiaiary
is ominently fiited 1o teach,

Passing, then, from the story of the wrong to look
into its remedy, I have touched upon that inqguiry in
ita various legal and coostitutional aspects: =a, the
connection of slavery with the Constitution; how far
that instrument admits, and bow far it abstains from
admitting, the existence of such a gystem ; forther, the
character of what {8 termed slave-property; the right
of emancipation in the insurrectionsry States; the
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right of emancipation in the loyal slave States; the
jurisdiction of the Bupreme Court in the premises;
the effect of the President’s Fmancipation Preclama-
tion as well upon slaved within our lines ss upon slaves
still in the enemy’s hands; and the force of that Pro-
clamation both daring waz and after ite conclusion,

In the pame connection, I have treated of Emancipa-
tion a8 a great meassure of national policy, essential to
the preservation inviolate of the Constitution, indis-
pensable to the re-establishment of pesce, inseparable
from the future maintenance, North and South, of
domestic tranguillity.

In concluding thia branch of the subjest, I have
spoken of HEmancipation as s eolemn national duty
which, now that the constitutional obstacle has been
removed, we cannot, consistently with what we owe
to God and man, neglect or postpone. I have shown
that our faith is pledged, and cannot be broken with-
out bringing upon ue the contempt of the eivilized
world.

Finally, after having iraced the coonection of the
two races in the pust, and met forth the duty of one
race towards ihe other in the preeent, I have sought
to look forward and inquire how they are likely, when
both shall be free, to live together in the future;
whether we shall have & race among us unwilling or
unable to support itself; whether admixture of the
races, both being free, ia probable or desirable;
whether, without admixture, the reciprocal social in-
fluence of the rnces on each other promises good or



