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PREFACE.

The manuseript of this unassuming volume has been
submitied to me not only for my opiniom as to its rational
connection with matters of education, but wlaso for such emen-
dationa und swggestions as might be deemed necessary to ihe
compesition of one who is not a native of this country, and
whose resding and thinking has been largely in foreign

Longties,

Although presiously but slightly sequainted with the theory
of Landseape Qardening, [ have hecome more and more
interested in the development of the subject, and have laid
the book down with a fur clearer insight into the matter and
# mnch higher approciation of ita ronl. morits than 1 had
thought possible of attpinment without close and protracted

study.

The work 18 writton, not as are moat books on aimilar
snhbjects, by mere theorists, or for the sole nae of the wealthi
clusses, who most largely patronize this art, and have unlim-
ited means at their disposal for carrying into practical
operation the suggestions contained therein ; but the writer is
one of the few thoroughly educated, scientific Landscape
Artists whose names are known in the history of the dissemi-
nation of this urt, aa expreased chiefly in the creation of the
principal ornzmental grounds of our ecuntry, His fleld of
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operutions has been in the weet, and the leading public
purke in the metropolis of our State owe their artistic devel-
opment mainly to his intelligent labors.

His efforts to remove the subject from a purely professional
bugig and to place it on edneationad grounds, should therefore
be eonsidered doubly valuable, imasmuch as artistic ideas in
thig as in all other branches of education can I.nl,-pO]mlarim.-d
only through educational means. Most heartily, therefore,
do I eommend the book to the teachers of the country, under
whose guidunce the thoughts of the youth committed to their
ingtruction may be awakened to the consideration of a sobject
which, properly understood, would create a revolution in the
general appearance of onr rural homes, the grounds surronnd-
ing our schools and colleges, and especially of the cemeteries
of onr land, with which our most sacred feelings are so clossly

nsgociated,
A. F. FLEET,

3 ) | , Profecear of fFreel
University of Mizsonri.




PART FIRST.

FRATTERS ©F BASTE.






INTRODUCTORY.

The enbject disenssed in the following pages is one of prac-
tical Art, available to all who wigh to plan and to condnet
rural improvements, embracing the design of grounds and the .
planting of trees, with a view to pictorial beanty and attract-
ivimess to the public mind. The essence of the subject muay
appropriately be presented to the reader, by pointing him o
Nature, the source from which Art, in its widest sense, has
ever drawn its inspiration, The endless volome of scenery
written by the hand of creative omuipotence, reveals to the
reflecting mind the inmest thought of Lhe Creator, nfinite
beauty and clearness, expressed throughont the entire realm
of scenic natnre.  Well may this evidencs of the thoughts of
Goil join in with the anthems of praize proclaimed by the
heavens and the starry firmament above.

These attribntes of seenic natore are the basiz from which
man has derived his fandamental conceptions of the beautiful
which have developed into the empire of Art and Culture,
crowning the age in which we live ; the leuding pillar of the
civilization of the rsee,  Art claims to be an inspiration from
on high. In order to deserve this exalted name, it must be
firmly founded on the manifestations of the thoughts of God
found in his haodiwork, the churming scenery of nature
which sarrounds us on all sidea,  We may reverently helieve
that these ideaz of creative wisdom were materialized in
uature not merely for the abetract glory of the Creator himsslf,
much less for the sole benefit of a carnal and greedv race of
human beings, destined to popunlate thie globe. They wers to
be the foundation on which the crowning trinmph of creation,
intellectual nature was to be reared, the central sun to illu-
minate the pathway of human progression. Itz history
verifiea fully this assertion. The beauty of material nature
has ever been the faithful instructor of the human mind. In
the nnknown past, darkened by mental depravity and ignor-
unce, the charme of Nature were the eloud of light, kindly



