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PREFACE.

Sparsa coegt.

Tae following pages bring together from printed books,
MH8., records, and private papers and communications,
what could be collected on a special subject. This has
never before been attempted. Other special subjects
connected with Susgex have already been treated, aas
the Ornithology, in Mr. Knox's eharming volume; the
Churches,in Mr. Hussay's work; the Rivers, by Mr. Lower,
in the ** Sussex Arch®ological Oollections ;” the Parlia-
mentary History, the Botany and Geclogy of the County,
in Horsfield’s and Dallaway’s Histories ; whilst matters
of minor interest bave received attontion in the volumes
of the 8.A.C. The Parks and Forests of the County is
a fertile theme; half-a-dozen volumes might be written
on them if the Public Records were explored for the pur-
pose, but this would take years of labour, A volame
on Aghdown Forest alone might be ecompiled from the
Records of the Duchy of Lancaster in the Publiec Record
Office.

The volume now presented to the public is chiefly a
compilation, and necessearily a compilation, as mosf works
of thiz and a kindred character ars, and of course con-
taing many errors of omission and commizsion. The more
important of the Parks and Manors are treated at some
length, because the labours of apecial previous enquirers
have enabled me to do so. Othera are treated more
briefly, because there were no accessible materials for a
fuller description ; and many new places are devoid of his-
torical or antiquarian importance. Some are treated with
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perbaps unmerited brevity ; this is the fault of their
owners, as they have all received prospectuses of the
work, and failed to send any account of their parks.

Tt has been suggested to me that I should give a map
of the connty, delineating the Parks and Forests. Itis
evident that several maps for differsnt periods would be
required for this purpose. If T had reproduced the
maps of Saxton, Speed, and Budgen, they would be most
inaccurate for their respective periods, as they all omit
some of the most ancient and important Parks., For the
present century, first, the Ordnance Map, and then those
of Greenwood, Horefield, Dallaway and Carbtwright, ex-
hibit pretty faithfully the Parks of the County, and most
of the readers of the work possess a map of Sussex in
gome form.

T have indicated, I think, the gources of my informa.
tion almost invariably ; without the 88 volumes of the
* Sussex Archmological Collsctions,” this work ecould
bardly have been written, or ouly in a very compendious
or inadequate form.

My best thanks are due fto the Commitiee of the
Bussex Archmological Bociety for the loan of the wood-
cuts which illustrate the book, and to my publisher for
the vignette of the title page.



The Parks and JForests of Jussex.

INTRODUCTION.

The stately homea of England
How bemntiful they stand,
"Midst their tall anocstral trees
O'er all the pleasant land.
Mns, Hewans,

Tae maritime county of Hussex may vie with mosat
counties in Englawd for picturesque ang gylvan beauty ;
it surpasses many in these raspects, though it falls short
of such countiea as Devonshire, many parts of Yorkshire,
and the Lake District. It cannot compare for mountaina
and rivers with the greater part of Wales, nor with the
lofty hills, romantic valleys, and rapid streams of York-
shire. The exquisite coast scenery of North Devon, and
the seft, sunny hills and dales and picturesque shores of
the southern parts of that county cannot be matched in
Sussex ; nor can its rapid rock-bound rivers, or the wild
mountainous ranges of Dartmoor and Exmeor. But the
long range of the SBouth Downs, extending 53 miles from
Beachy Head to tha Hampshire border, in its undulating
slopes, its rounded forms and coombes and hollows,
unique for beauty, its forests and parks, remnanta of the
great Andred's wood that stretched across the county,
together with everywhera north and eastward of the
Downs, an infinitely varied breadth of purely rural snd
agricultural scenery, unbroken by manufacturing towns
and their tall chimneys emitting clonds of smoke, and
A
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lurid unsightly tracts given up to mining industry—all
this constitutes & charm which makes Bussex a pre-
eminently attractive county for residence and enjoyment
of country life.

The Parks of Arundel, Geodwood, Cowdray, and Pet-
worth in the west; of Danny, Cuckfield, Sheffield,
Buckhurst, and Eridge in the weald; and of Ashburn-
ham and many others in the east, are equalled by few in
England for extent, diversity of scenery, and abundance
of fine timber, and eapecially of osk, indigencus to a soil
that has ever been celebrated for the finest specimens of
thia monarch of the forest. The castles and mansiens,
too, surrounded by these parks, may compare with most
throughout England. Arundel, for grandeur and posi-
tion, has no superior, except Windsor; Cowdray, and
Hurstmonceux, though in ruins, may mateh with Haddon
or Hardwicke Hall; while the Elizabethan era has to
boast of Parham, Danny, Wakehurst, Pazhill, Streat
Place, and others still inhabited, and that are rivalled by
few in any one county. We have nothing in the shape
of monastic ruins that ean reach the beauty of Tintern,
Bolton, and Fountaine Abbeys; but the remsins of
Bayham, Boxgrove, Baitle, and Lewes testify to the
former grandeur of those babitations of eloistered
monks. : !

There are only four Perks in Suseex recorded in the Domesdsy
Burvey. The first, called Reredfelle (Hotherfield), belonged to the King,
and js supposed to be identical with Eridge,® and sppears to have been

* Eridge is probably the oldest deer park in England, with the excep-
tion of the Royal Park at Windsor, of aboat 2,600 acres. Lord Egerton,
of Taiton’s Park, st Tatton, co, Cheshire, 2,500 acres, is the largest
in the country, though there are seversl others which nesrly spproach it
in siza, a8 Blanheim, Richmond in Barrey, Eastwell in Kent, Grimsthorp
co. Lincoln, Thoresby in Notts, and Knowsley in Lancashire. (8hirley.)

Though large herds of deer do mnch harm to the neighbourhood, yet
the injury to the morals of the people iz of mors moment than the loss
of their crops, The temptation is irresistible, for most men are sports-
men by conatitotion, and there is euch an inherent spirit for hunting in
homan nature as searce any inhibitions ean restrain, Hence towards the
beginning of thig century (18th) ell this country wee wild nbout deer
stealing, Unless he was & hunter, as they affected to call themeelves, no
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part of the Forest of Waterdown, The second is Wiltingham {Wilting,
in Hollingion), which belonged to the Eerl of Bu; the other two, Wal-
berton and Waltham, belonged to the Earl Roger (de Montgomery).

Of the thirty-ons parks mentioned in Domeeday, sight belonged to
the King, These were in the counties of Surrey and Bussex, Hants,
Devon, Bucks, Gloncester, Hereford, and Salep. The Bishop of Baienx
bad thres parks, all in Eent; the Bishop of Winchester one, st 'Wal-
tham (afterwards cslled Bishop's Waltham), in Hanta ; the church of
Pershore, one in 'Woreestershire; and tha church of Bt, Albsn's, snother
near that place in the county of Herlford. The Eari of Eu had a park
&t Wiltingham, in Bussex ; the Esrl Roger four parke in Sussex, Wor-
cester, and Southamplon ; Roger de Lacy one st Wikelai {Webley, co.
Hereford); Hugh de Grentmesnil one at Wers, co, Herta; Peter de
Valoignes ong at Belintone (Benington, co, Herta); Walter Giffard one
at Oredioton {Leng Crendon, co. Bucks); Conntess Judith one st
Cherteling (Kirtling, ¢0. Cemb.}; the Esrl of Brittany one st Burg or
Borough, in the same county ; Geisfrid de Magnsville one st Enfield, co.
Middx.; Hugh de Belcamp one at Stackedsn (Stegeden, co. Beds);
Buen of Eesex had a park in the hundred of Rochfort in that county ;
Robert Malet ove at Eiam (Eye, in Bnffolk); the Earl of Mortain one st
Cotescia (Cossey, co. Norfolk) ; eml Emulf de Hesding one at Riselip
(Raislip, co. Middx). (Bhirley's  Deer Parke of England.”)

person wos allowed to be posseseged of manhood or gellantry. The
Waltham blacks at length commilted ench enormitics that Gorernment
was forced to interfere with thet severe and sanguinary Ack, called the
Black Act (9 Geo, L, ¢, 22), which now comprchends more felonies than
any law that was ever framed before. And (herefore n late Bishop of
Winchester (Dr. Hoadley), when uwrged to re-stock Waltham chese, re-
fused from a motive worthy of & prelate, replying that **it had done
mischief enongh slready.” (White's * Selborne,™ Letter vil.)

The Hoyal Forest of Woolmer is a tract of lsnd of aboot seven miles
in leogth by two and & half in breadth, rnning nearly from north to south,
sad abuts on the parishes of Greathem, Hogete, and Trotbon, in Sussex,
It consistg eniirely of sand, covered with heath and fern, bat it is some-
what diversified with hills and deles, without foving one stunding free in
the whole extent, (White's " Belborne,” Letter vi.)

In Muorray's * Handbook for Hants® {p. 245), there is an inatructive
note about the Afforestation of the New IForest in that county, showing
that the slleged erueliy of the Congueror in laying weste the distriet is
snfeanded or grestly exaggerated ; that the story of the destroctionof
52 parish chorches must be mythics!, a2 no trace or {onodation of any one
of them has been found, Further, that much of the New Forest had
been & roysl huoting ground in the Saxon times, and that the Baxon
chroniclers inventad stories or much exsggerated them,
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vin THE PARES AND FOREBTS OF SUS3EX.

Besides the parlks noticed in Domesday mention is frequently made of
Hayes® —derived from the Saxon, meaning literally a Hedge. They ap-
pear to differ from parks 8s heing not intended for the permanent pre-
servation of deer, but #a & means to entrap them from the forests or

" woods in which they Lad roamed ot large, in the same manzer s elephants

are caught st the present doy in India snd deer in Nerth America.
From the hayes they could be transferred to parks, securely fonced with
wooden pales, whence they were hionted, when it was the plessure of the
King or owner. In pre-Normnau times indeed, ns we know (rom the Tawa
of Canutet and Edward the Confessor, the King arrogated to himself only
his own foreats, end permitted Lis subjects to hant in their own lande ; bot
the Norman Congueror assumed to himself the exclusive right of hunt-
ing, and very sparingly granted that privilege to some of his greatest
nobles, both lay and clerical, For ages, indeed, the right of hunting in
the Royal Forests wes gnarded with tha ntmost care; thus as late as 9
Edward I11., Wm, de Montacute, who ie described as 1o armis strenuns,
providng in contiliis, et in cunctis agendis, pronns utilia et fidelis,” re-
ceived for term of his life the epeeisl reward of being allawad to hunt and
sport in all the King’s forests, for one day during his journey to the
coast. The same privilege has been more generally setorded, by the wall
known concession of Henry ITL, to the spiritual and temporal peers, as
wo find by the Charter of the Forest Lawe. (Bhirley. )t

* The Haiw, or Hays, noticed in the great Burvey cccor chiefly in
Worcestershire, Herefordahire, Salop, and Cheshire. DMore than 70 are
recorded, occurring generally in groups of twe, three, four, five, and even
seven. They were held by pereons of all classes buib in Church and
State. (Bhirley.)

t Whether our Saxon monarche had any royal forests does not, 1
believe, appear on record, but the Constetutiones de Foresta of Canute are
come down to us, {Gilbert White.)

t There re no such officers in & Chaca us in & Forest, for there are neither
verderors, foresters, regarders nor agiators, but only keepors and wood-
wards, Neither ara their any courts of attachmenta, Swainmote, or Jus-
tice seat in a Chace, all which are held and kept in forests, and those
officers which are called Keopers in a Chace are celled Foresters in a
foreat, A Forest is in it nature the highest franchise of princely ples-
sure, and the next to that is o liberty of a free Chace, A Chace ie in one
degree the same thing as o Park, only & Park is enclosed and s Chace is
alwaya open. The next in degree to a free Chace is a Park, and nextuonto
# Park is the Franchiee of 4 Free Warren. "Tis not law(lul for any men to
maka & Chese, Park, or Warren in hia own frechold without the King's
grant or warrant to do so, (Manwood's ¢ Treatise of the Forest Laws,”
1717, p. 147.)

A park is an enclosed chace, extending only over n man's grounds, A




