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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

Tue ahsence of any purely practical work
on American locomotives has induced the
preparation of the following pages devoted
to that subject. It is believed the book will
afford to the student & clear idea of the
nature and mode of application of steam
power, while to those engaged in the manu-
facture and operation of engines it will
afford much useful matter connected with
their construction and management.

Much care has been bestowed to render
plain and distinct thaose parts of the book
which are devoted to the principles of
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INTRODUCTORT NOTICE. b

impart some benefit to those who read it,
and that it may serve to this purpose until
the appearance of a better one from those
whose opportunities for infummnation would
enable them to treat the subject in a man-
ner more suited to the various requirements
of its nature,
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