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PREFACE

THE purpose of this Grammar is to sfford assistance to
such as may desire 4 living and intelligent acquaintance
with the Gaelic language of Seotland, With this
object in view, it was at first my settled intention to
make little or no referance to the older language, but 1
soon found this to bo impossible.  An intellipent under-
gtanding of the Gaelic of the present dey canmot be
attained without soms reference to the older langmage
from which the later Grammaticzl forms had origin.
Thers is no pretence to learning in these pages, nor sny
attempt even to indicato the results of modern Gaelic
scholarship. [ have admitted nothing which I did not
believe would be helpful to the elementary student;
and [ hope my references will be found eorrect, and my
inferences also correct and useful

I have the adventage of being in touch with intelli-
gent students of the lsngunge as their tencher, snd I
have mads their actual diffienlties guide me in every-
thing. I hope I have been able in some degres to
enlighten and to smooth their way, and that of others
also who may undertake the same most interesting
travel.

I followed the plan of Dr. Stewart’s Grammar as
closely as possible, fealing that I could not hope to
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improve upon it. I have also sppropriated all of his
work that I possibly could, even to his very words,
Dr, O'Donovan—no mean suthority—declared Stewart's
Grammar to have been *by far the most important
work on Gaelic that ever appeared’; and I cannot
express my admiration of it ag I shouid wish. No ono
can ever clearly ses or fully know the philosophical
comprehensiveness and the srtistic unity of this work,
but one whose duty compels him to weigh and examine
every word and line a3 I had to do.  All that I claim is
to have extended a little way into the light of to-day,
the lines which Stewart lzid down so well; and all I
hope is that I have done so consistently snd in some
measure worthily.

I endeavoured to have specinl regard to the phonetic
basis of the language and have slways appealed to it
whenever it wns necessary to do so. It is from the
gpeech-power of the organs of Voice that sll speech-
form proceeds. The written language is at best but an
approzimaiion to ths apoken word, and the semse of
Hesring comes as a not very stable or reliable medium
between the Voice and the written Character. The
principle of Aspiration which plays so important a part
in (aelic Grammar is based on phonetic sxpediency, so
is Eclipsis, and so the Yowel law of Correspondence.
No attention given to this aspect of the language is lost;
without attention to it the language cannot be under-
stood. Eut as my reference can only be partial and
oceasignel I should wish all who may desire to know
this aspect of Gaelic Grammar to refer to Mr. Mac-
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Farlane's very useful work on The Phonelics of ihe
faelic Language.

The divigion of Nouns into three Declensions is
different from all previous olassifications. My depar-
ture from Stewart’s philosophical arrangement I wish
to justify by tho explanation following :

The method I worked upon was by Exelusion,

1. The great class of Ahatract Notns in achd, snd those in
8 and ad of Comparative forms, which have no inflaction, were
thrown out.

2. Such Noung ss are indeclinable in tha Singular—all
Nouns ending in a Vowel —were next taken as the First
Declenzion.

8, Of Nouns ending in a Comossnt it was found that 2
great numher had a distinct inflaction forming a Genitive in
i This class wae made the Becond Declension. It always
has the characteristic Vowel Broad.

4. Nouns ending in a Consonsnt and baving a Small Vowel
charaeteriatic were made the Third Declension.

But it was found that s considerable number of Nouns
remained, which thongh ending in & Consonant and having a
Broad charscterietic, ware oot declined in the Singular.
Thia class must form a Fourth Declension or be included in
the First. I have preferred the latter alternative as being
the more simple way.

Regarding this classification it i to be remarked that
Nouns of the Second Declension ara so peculiarly
distinct from all others, that they must form a class by
themselves. There can be no question regarding them.

It may be said that the First and Third might be put



