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PREFACE.

Tue present edition of the Mostellario has been printed
from the text of Goetz and Sehoell’s editio mdior of Plautus,
but in not & few cases the manugeript readings have been
regtored and nterpreted, or conjectures that scemed closer
to the manuseript readings admitted.

In matters of interpretation, ebligation is thankinlly
acknowledgzed 1o the specinl editions of the Moestelfuria
mada by Sonnenschein and Lorvenz: to the commentary of
Ussing; amd to the notes of the eritical editions of Schoell
amd Leo.

The editor alone is responsible for the attempt to fix
anew the significance of the names of some of the chare-
ters, and thenee 1o devive hints for the verbal interpreto-
tion of sundry passeges, A detailed considevation of the
points involved will be pulidished, it is hoped, at an early
date, in The Amerivan Jowenal of Philelog,

The Notes contain a great number of eross-references to
the metrical and grammatical watters contained o the
Introduction, 1 this gives thew a ferlidding aspet, thepe
shonlil be sowe relief in the oumber of renderings given by
the Notes,  These renderings are pob desigmeal as o con-

struing *erib* fur the studeot, but seek above all to cateh
¥
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and reproduce, suggestively, at least, the metaphor or turn
of thought of the original.

The proof sheets have been reald with great care by the
general editors of the Colfege Lartin Series and by Professor
H, C. Elmer; the editor begs to acknowledge herewith his
preat obligations to their learning and their pains.

EDWIN W. FAY.

Usiverstiv oF Tixie,
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INTRODUCTION.

1.
PLAUTUS: THE MAN AND THE WRITER.

1. The cerfain knowledge we have of D'launtus’s life is
very scant. He died in 184 oo To 200 the eomedy entitled
Stichus was brought out, and in 191 the Pwewdolis.  Our
information entitles ns to infer that his birth took place
some sixty vears before the date last mentioned ; that is,
in the latter half of the deemde 260-250 pce. There is no
good peason to doubt tho statement that he was au Umbrian,
amd born in Sarsina, a town about twenty-five Homan miles
distant from Arviminum (now LRimini) on the Adriatie,

There is a teadition that Plantus was conuwected in his
earlier life with the theatre at Iowme, bub the language of
that tradition is so vague that we way fmngine him to have
been anything from an actov of the buffoon sort to o 'prentice
seenc-paintor or stnge-carpenter,  The tradition informs us
that he exrned enough toney in this employuent to engage
in o business venbure away from Rome; and thot, failing in
this, he retuened o the eity, where he twoiled in o mill for
Lig support.  Threo plays, now losr, are suid to have been
written by hior while thus employel

The plays of Plautus reveal their author's personadity as
litthe as -l"JhELkL'.*]]P.:LE'H":-i. ey e |:|r~|'.‘i.u1|.'1'| allosions n the
prologues, to Le sure, but they tell us only that he was o
translator, rather thon oo ovigival evontor.  That he was
awere translator 15 highly improlable,  As in soee eases

vil



