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HISTORY OF THE BETHUNE FAMILY.

Tue family vame of Brramse is taken from the city of
that name in the ancient Provinee of Picprdis, lvance. Tt
was ealled by the Romand < Betania in Gauk” 1t was the
¢hief city of & barony belonging to a family descended from
the Connts of Avtois, Since the eleventh century they
have been known in history us the Betlmnes of Picardie;
prior to that date family names were unknown.

In the year L0LL, Robert, first of his name, Davon of
Bethune and Lord of Richielonrg, wis chosen * Dhefender or
Erotector of the Churet””  This wae deemal a very great
Liomory only eonferred on powerful princes § for it involved
the duty of defending and protecting the ehureh property
and the intevests of the charell penerally,

The Avyvore D' ArRas, as it s written o the old Frouch
histories, enjoyed the high lonoy of laving the bauner of
the ehurch borne before Tiim in all warlike expeditions.
Tlence Tobert 1st of Dethune is ealled * Faisous ™ o in-
dicate that he enjoyed this distivetion, and the hand or firsse
in the shield of the Dothuue arme was to commemorate
the conferring of this honor on him and his posteriiy.

In vetnm for the servicce the Daroue of Bethune ren-
dered the chareh, the chuarel has presorved, in ite archives,
a ininnte aud reliable history of the faumily 3 #o that we
have before s an uninterenpted gencalogy from father to
son from 1011 to the present day, sogether with all the
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i HISTORY OF THE BETIHUNYE FAMILY.

births, deathe, and marriages, and an account of everything
worthy of nole connected with their history. A very large
volume is the resnlt of all thiz secmmulation of incidents
duving eight eenturics.  The diffieulty is to seloct the inter-
ceting items and pass by that which is Jess noteworthy.

The most remarkable featwre of thetr history is the nuwm-
ber of ehurches they have built; the institutions for learn-
ing they have founded, gupperted, and patronized ; the
pablic ehiavities they lave gtarted and kept alive Ly their
bounty ¢ and the eostly bridges, buildings, snd the like they
have given to the publie. T have not space to give cven a
list of them. The Leantiful Cluuweh of Notre Dune, in
Paris, built by Godefroy® of Bethune, in the heginning of
the twelfth century, is a fine specimen of munificenee,

The earliest traditiuns gpeak of Hhe frnily, both wen and
women, s devoted to lowning, and that oven in the darkest
of the dark ages.

I Hnme writers eall him Manrfce of Bethane,  ¥intas tho stetne of Gode-
froy of Bethune was stamding wuar the westerly entrmes of the Llotel
dv Ville, Varis; snd the Pacislens staled (hat Le was the dopor of the
Chureh of Notre Dene, T boeling to think i1 wos Godefroy.  The stetus
Lanw in 1849 had 4 swall round hut and chain armoar,—/. f, Wi
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DAUDOUIN OF DETIIUNE AND RICHARD
CEUR DE LEON.

In the beginuing of the twelfth century, when Philip
Angnatng of France and Hichard of England went to the
Holy Land, they were aecompanted by Baudouin of Betlhune,
san of Wobert Sthoof Trethume, Diaring the sojourm in the
East, Bandouwin appears to have attached hiimeelf particn-
larly to Wing Richavd, and they started on the returm in
company, and weee taken priconers fosethor in Germany.
Together they andured the defention, and tegather they
ezcapel to Bogluod ; on gheir arvival, or shortly after, Bao-
douin was marvied 1o an English Jady, the Countess of An-
wiale, in Normandie, and of Holderress, v ihie Provisee of
York, England, She was dawghter of the Count of Anmale,
who wag son of Willis the Conyneror’s half-sister, who
hal warried a Count of Awale 5 this would malke Tier consin
to King Hichand, She lud ficst marevied Williou Mande-
ville, Connt of Hssex. [le died, leaving her without ehil-
dre

The French historian weites : * Their marvinge was con-
tracted by command of Richsad, King of FEugled, whe
loved Bowdowin of Betlewns, and hatl his arms emblazoned
by tlie aathor 6f the catalozue of the arms of the Kinge,
Dhikes, Mapgnises, and Conuts ¢f Englaed.” (Sce du
Chesue's history, p. 152.)

The above events are refated by Richard Camden, the
English historian, and by Hobert, Ablot du Mont, in Lis
“ Chronicles.”

The name of Bavvomys or Bernese, Covwr o Avmars,



4 HISTORY OF THE BETHUNE FAMILY.

is found in many state papers in the reign of Ttehard and
of his brother John,  From his mariage there were two
chiliren, o som, who died voung, aud a danghter married (o
Willizm Mareehal, Conutof Pemlbiroke, in Enghand ; no issue.

Another and less agrecable story is toll of a lady of
Bethune, yonng anid beantiful, who was acensed of witeh-
cralty Decanse she produced sowne Lnportsat papers that had
Lieen entrusted fo her keeping, after they Lad Deen foreibly
token from her and desteoved.  Pralddy she, scoing their
dapiertieice, fad e oleplicates of them, Lt that was past
bebief, and the Wing of Pranes baroed her Lor a0 witeh
Her relatives were so incensail that they applicd to Edward
of England for assistance.  The yonmg and chivalrie mon-
arch sent au English amay to aid the Filemings in avenging
her wrongs, abd & war belween Franee and England of
several yours' duration wag the couseyuence.  Ihis aceonnt
#5 o Andvew’s © M atory of FBugland”

A very important fiet in thie history of the Dethunes is
that twice the whole furtune of the family has rested with
an lieiress, thern heing ne son 4o snceend his father, and the
possession going to o nophew of the Jast pussesser. The effeet
g Deen that all Lot the gmath pave of the possessions en-
taileid on the male helr went with the heivess to auother
faumily, into whieh she married,  This ovenrred fivst in 1248,
when Robert Tth of Bethnne died; and his eldest danghter,
Matilitn, married the Count of Flamders ; and again jan 1-H5,
when by thedeath of Teobort Detlume, Visconnt of Meanx
and Lol of Vendenil, there wepe teft two danghters, Jeanne
and Jagueline, the titles gnd o poct of the estate went Lo
the brother of Robert, pamely, John of Dethune.  Dat a
greal awonnt of property and many laree cerates passed with
the twi heiresses.  The eltlest, Jeanne, or Jeannette, mareied
first Tlobort of Bar, Conut of Marle, wod after biz death she
wmarvied Johw of Laxembonrg, Connt of Liney and of Gnise,
a very high conneetion.
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Jaqueline of Dethune, the yonnger of these heiresses,
warried Iaonl d'Adlly, Lord Varemues, who was son of
Daudonin d*Ailly, Lond Pinueny, Chamberdain o King
Charles VI She wos married 1415

These females” tnking the wealth of the family futo other
honses was wennse of the dinnmished fortimes of the Froneh
or elilerd branch of the family,  Further, the geandfathor of
the Duke of Sully, John of DBethune, fourth of the name.
Daron of Rosny. iz said to have squandered cverything
that it was in his power to alienste, and v gonssgnence Ths
children, although noble and rviel, yeb possessed not the
pringely wealth that had distinguished the family before
his day: he was sometimes called John © Lacik Lawp”
Tis som Franeis of Bethune, Baron of Rosuy, tuherited frow
his mother, Anne de Melun of Tostiy, and marvied Charlote
Dauvet, danghtey of the Bavow da Pio, © Conmsollor of the
King™ She hecame the mother of revon ehildren, The
eldest sou, Louis of Befhune, was Daron of Roeny; the
second was Muaximilian, who booame ke of Sully, Peer
and Mnrechal of France, Severeign Prines of Ilenriche-
wmont and of Doishelle, and etxtecn other titles, which ull
deseended to Lis postority.

We will relate an instance of the Nigh allimecs of the
family : '

Jaqueline of Luxembourg wis sister to Thibant, Lovd of
Ficunes; tlle.\' were dosconded frome Matilda Tetlome, who,
abont the year 1250, mareiw] the Connt of Tlanders,

* Matilda was the davghter and leircss of Robert Gth of
Dethune.
Jaquetine of Losembowrg wnst have been a singularly

[aseinating person.  She was first manded to Jolw, son of &

Charles V1. of France ; after his death she marevied, in 1430,
the great Duke of Bedfowdy alter his denth she maperied
tighard, Lond Woodville. By her Tast wardnge she beecame
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the mother of the beautitnl Elizabeth Woodvilte, who when
a widow won the alfections of Edwanl 1Y, and beeame
Queen of England.  See ©1listory of Lngland.”

In speaking of the early history of the Lonily Tamst not
omit. the part they played at the time of the Cruzades,
In 1194 Robert 8d of Betlimne seent with Bobert, Count of
Flanders, to the Holy Land.  Boaleo did Adam of Bethune,
the sem of Tlobert o ; lie seas with the Count of Flanders ag
the taking of Jerusalem, aud after Godefroy of Donillon
weas mnade Ning,  When Godefroy was distriboting lands
and teyritories among the most worthy of the Chiristian
nobles that were with lifuy he bestowed the Darony of
Pessan on Adam of TDethnne. 1Dz deseendants held it for
eenturies. A brother of Tobert Cth, named Conoen of
Dothune, was Lord of Adeianople, in Grecee ; smue writers
call him Wing of Adrianole. s som. Conon, is mentioned
it Andrew’s history as Regent of the Exipire in Constanti-
nople, ae Lollows:

Page 260, “Yoland (widow of the Constantine-
politin Emperor Peter) dying, Conen of Dethune
takes the Regoney aud setiles o dungerous dispute
between the Nobility and Clergy of the Tuiperial
gity,” Thie ovent ocemered abont the year 1218,

Gesearocical Citant oF Tun May Deaxen orqng Bernese
Faymy groar 1011 1o 1418,
Number of tho
Gengrations
1et, Romser the dirgt, Lord of Bethune and of 1011
tchebioury, who received the appointment  to
of “Avvour p'Arias” wr Llrofoddor el 1086
Definder of the Chupah of Adrrag, left two
sons: the eldest snecesded hin ; the yonnger
toundod the family of the Lerds of Careuey.

Yenar.



