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PREFACE.

Resvtmre the difficulties experienced by youwth in the
sequisition ef the Art of Compesition, and believing that
many obetacles can be removed by practical instroction,
this little treatise is submitted to American teachers, with
the hope that its simplicity and praetical methods will com-
mond it to their earnsat and cordlal considaration. .

AN the preliminary instruction the mass of pupils re-
oelve nay be cumprised in the few words, ™ You areexpected

_ to write & compositicn onee in two weeks." No earlyzeeds
bave been sown, no ground prepared or fertilized, and
tescher and pupil find to their disappointment only a barren,
sandy desort. Bot flowers and fruit can be obtained only
by early planting, tilling, and culiure, and it is to this, as a
promigent festure, attention Is invited.

When the aged divine was asked “how it was that he
waa olways resdy to extemperize opon any subject npon
which he was called to address an andicence,'” answersd the
youthful preacher thus: % Fll ¢he cask, my boy, fill the
cask | then you can tap it anywhere and it will run.” Maoy
a teacher of youth, as well as youth themselves, are lument-
iog to-day that they have been tapping empty casks, and
wondering why the vintage fulls.
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