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To Goverxor Jupson Harmon,

Dear Sm:—[ submit herewith Bulletin No. 10, Fourth Series,
Geological Survey of Ohio. This is the work of Dr. Clinton R, Stauffer,
of Western Reserve University. It represents a large amount of labor,
and has been done with little expense to the State.

While the larger Geological features of Ohio have been determined,
the details remain very largely to be worked out. This bulletin is the
first of a number treating in detail of stratigraphical questions, [t con-
stitutes an addition to the literature of the Geology of Ohio, and will be
weleomed by persons interested in such problems.

Respectfully submitted,
J. A. BowNOCKER,
State (eologist.
Columbus, Ohio, November 18, 1009,
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THE SURVEY IN ITS RELATIONS TO THE PUBLIC.

The usefulness of the Survey is not limited to the preparstion of
formal reports on important topies. There i3 a constant and insistent
desire on the part of the people to use it as a technieal bureau for free
advice in all matters affecting the geology or mineral industries of the
State. A very considernbic correspondence comes in, increasing rather
than decreasing in amount, and asking specific and particular questions
on points in local geology.

The volumne of this correspondence has made it necessary to adopt a
uniform methed of dealing with these requests.  Not all of them can be
‘granted, but some ecan and should be answered. There is a certain ele-
ment of justice in the people demanding such information, from the fact
that the geological reports issued in former years were not so distributed
as to make them accessible to the average man or community today.
The cases commonly covered by ecorrespomndence may be classified ns
follows:

15t Reguests for tuformation covered by previons publications.—
This is furnished where the time required for copying the answer is not
too large. Where the portion desired cannot be capied, the eaquirer is
told in what volume and page it oceurs and advised how to proeeed to
get aceess to a copy of the report.

2d.  Keguests for ddewtification of wmiincrals and jossils,—This is
done, where possible.  As a rule, the minerals and fossils are simple and
familiar forms, which ean he answered at once. In occasional cuses, a
eritical knowledge is required and time for investigation is necessary.
Each assistant is expected to co-operate with the State Geologist in
answering inquiries eoncerning his field.

3rd.  Reyuests from privaie individnals for analyses of minerals and
ores, anit fests to establish their commiercial valne—Such requests are
frequent. They cannot be granted, however, exeept in rare instances.
Such work should be sent to a commereial chemical laboratory. The
position has been taken that the Geologieal Survey is in no sense o chem-
ical laboratory and testing station, to which the people may turn for
free analytical work, Whatever work of this sort is done, is done on the
initiative of the Survey and not at the solieitation of an interested party.

The greatest misapprehension in the public mind regarding the Sur-
vey is on this point. Requests for State afd in determining the value of
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private mineral resources, ranging from an assay worth s doliar, up to
drilling a test well costing several thousand dollars, represent extreme
eases. At present there is no warrant for the Survey making private
tests, even where the applicant is entirely willing to pay for the service.
In many cases individuals would prefer the report of a State chemist or
State peologist to that of any private expert, at equal cost, because of the
prestige which such a report would carry. But it is & matter of doubt
whether it will ever be the funetion of the Survey to enter into commer-
" cial work of this character; it ecrtainly will not be unlesa explicit legal
provisions for it are made.

4th.  Requests jrom @ number of persons representing a diversily of
duterests, whe jointly ask the Survey to examine into and publicly roport
spon some maller of local public concern.—Buch ecases are not common,
1t is not always easy to determine whether such propositions are really
netuated by publie interest or not. ¥ach case must be judged on its
merits, The Survey will often be prevented from taking up sueh in-
vestigations by the lack of available funds, while otherwise the work
would be attempted.

The reputed discovery of gold is one of the most prolific sources of
sueh ealls for State examination. It usually seems wise and proper to
spenul o small sum in preventing an unfounded rumor from gaining ae-
ceptance in the public mind, before it leads to large losses, and unneces-
sary excitoinent. The duty of dispelling illusions of this sort cannot be
considered an agreeable part of the work of the Survey, but it is never-
theless of very direct henefit to the people of the State,
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