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1 Ome thought T have, my ample creed,
So deep 1t is and mme'ad,
Adsud egqial to my every peed,—
It s the thought of God.’
—F, L. Hosmer.
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PREFACE

Tais book in offered to such as shrink from the study
of great works of philosophy, vet desire to find intellect-
nal justification for trast in God and the Religious Life.
It approuches the supreme controversies which rend
human thought a Litle more closely than did my ‘ Man's
Knowledge of God™; but like that little essay it seeks its
readers, not among philosophers, but among men and
women of average culiure, and especially the yonng,
Writing then neither for philosophers nor even for the
readers of their books, I have thought I might make free
use of their material. Chiefly I have thus availed myself
of what has been written by bim to whom I owe more, in
the realm of thought, than to any other thinker, Dr.
James Martineau. I have written with my own mind
penetrated by some of his writings, and I have here and
there adopted even kis illustrations rather then search for
others sure to be less appropriate, If the result of this
freedom should be to ture aoy student from my pages to
his, I shall indeed have done that siudent a splendid
gervice. Others along whose Jines I have framed part of



6 Preface

my csgay are Professor Fliot, Dr. W, G. Ward, and
Dr. John Fiske. To Mr. Richard H, Hutton and to
Professor C. B. Upton [ am also indebted for valuable
criticisms on portions of this treatise in manouscript or
proof. !

The substance cf these chaplers was first prepared in
the form of lectures delivered in connection with Mrs,
Humphry Ward's settlement at University Hall, Tondon.
Hence a direciness of address, and here and there a
colloguialism, which I have not endéavoured to remove.

I it may be given me to help a few who are feeling
out for & surer basis of faith and hope, I shall rejoice
that I have written.

' R A A

Liverpool, Ocfeber, 18g5.
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