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PREFACE

TrE fact that the British West Indies include eight
groups of Colonies, which are politically quite separate,
and have come into the empire at different times and
in varions ways, made it worth considering whether
the plan of this book should not be to give a separate
account of each Colony or group. PBut behind their
differences there are certain common features which
give them a partial unity, and after deliberation it
seemed better to make this a history of the Church
mn the islands as a whole, with glimpses from time to
time at the individual Colonies,

The primacy of Jamaica has necessarily given to
‘that Colony the most frequent mention, but it is as
typical to some extent of them_ all that it has been
taken.

I have endeavoured to show the connection of the
stream of Church history here with the general history
of the Church of England on the one hand, and with
the social life of the Colonies on the other.

Of materials for history there was abundance : able
men have written histories of many of these Colonies ;
and for recent years journals and reports of Synods
and other Church literature have been available. My
thanks are due to the secretaries of many Societies,
both Church and Nonconformist ; and the librares of
the Church House and the Royal Colenial Institute
have been invaluable.

Febraary, 18508,
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