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INTRODUCTION.

In presenting to the public the following Lee-
tures, the editor deems it incumbent upon him, in
justies to the gentlemsn who delivered them, to
make & few explanatory observations respecting
their publication; and, to ageount for any errors
which may be detected by the literary reader, it
may, perhaps, only be necessary to mention that
they are printed from the notes of the shori-hand
writer who took them down at the time of their
delivery.

Much indeed it is to be regretted, and by no
ene more than the editor, that they have not made
their appearance with the sanction mnd revision of
the learned author; st the same time, it cannot fail
to strike the intelligent reader that, considering
their extemporaneous character, thess lectures,
upon subjects which embruce so wide and multi-
farions & range of observation, both literary and
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4 INTRODUCTION.

scientific, amply viodicate Mr. Gurney's reputa-
tion oa an ewinent Biblical eritic; and, thoogh his
correction while passing through the press would
have prevented many little defeets that now exist
in the work, it is not improbable that, from his
appreciation of the importance of the subject, they
would have been deprived of much of their present
features as oral discourses.

Bhould it be urged by any that their publication
is needless, as B0 many learned and valuable works
connected with Biblieal literature have been pre-
pared for the press, the editor would reply, and
believes that the experience of most of his readers
will coneur with him, thai the mind which may
feel incapable or indisposed to grapple with the
arguments of a stodied treatise will pleasantly
listen to the easy, wnlaboured eloquence of a viva
voce lecture. And the unmingled eatisfaction ex-
pressed by those who heard these lectures, the
editor hopes, will prove a sufficient ap-ﬂhlgjf for this
endeavour to extend their benefit to that very large
portion of the Bociety and the public in general
who had not that advantage. Their simple and
single aim seems o be to point out and to prove
how irresistible is the authority, how matchless
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the beanty, and how adapted to the condition of
man is the revelation, of the Holy Seriptures.
And if they conduee, in however trifling a degree,
to this great end, the editor cannot but believe that
their esteemed author, however he may have dis-
liked their unanthorized cireulation, will be among
the first to rejoice at the results.






FIRST LECTURE.

ON THE
GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICQITY

OF THE

NEW TESTAMENT.

3

I gaovLD like my young friends to figure to
themselves the case of a person who is entirely
unacquainted with the (];hristinn religion, bat
who, nevertheless, is competent to inguire into
those circumstances and those historical facts
which prove its truth. T should like them to
suppose that such a person i3 provided with a
copy of the New Testament, and that he should
take the opportunity of giving it a careful
perusal. It is quite impossible that a person
80 eircometanced should fail to be extremel
struck with the contents of the volume. Hi
wonld find throughout the volume that air of
simplicity, that nsturalness, and that remark-
able moral and spiritual weight, which would
at once suggest the truth to him that itisa
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book of no common order; nor ecould he fail
to be peeuliarly struck by the account con-
tained in that volume of the wondrous person
whose life and death and resurrection and doe-
trine ® so clearly describes,—a person claim-
ing the divine character, and, at the same time,
showing forth all human perfeetions ; and, sup-
posing him to be a candid inquirer after truth,
there are two questions which wounld imme-
diately arise with him respecting this extra-
ordinury book,—a book to which the whole
compass of his literary rescarches would afford
him no parallel,—nothing at all ecomparable to
it in peint of weight, beanty, power, and moral
cogency :—he would ask himself, in the first
place, Is this book genuine? and, in the next
place, Is this hook authentic ?

I wish my young friends to remark the die-
tinction between genuineness and authentivity;
it is of importance, in all inguiries of the pre-
sent kind. When we say that a book is genu-
ine, we mean that it is no forgery; that it was
truly written by the persons whose names it
bears, and in the age in which it professes to
have been produced. When we say that a
Look is authentic, we mean that the contents
of it are true; that the history which it con-
tains, and the circumstances which it relates,
are truly described, and have really happened.

Defore we inguire into the authenticity of a
book, and into the truth of the history which
it relates, the question of its genuineness arises

-
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in the first instance, and must be disposed of
hefore we go further. It so happens, that the
genuineness of the books of which the New Tes-
tament i8 composed has been the subject of
more critical and more literary inguiry, and of
& clearer and more elaborate investigation, than
any books which have ever been written; and
the result of that investipation is, indeed, most
satisfuctory. He wnuld%::e esteemed a fool, or
at least entirely ignorant, in the eritical world
and among those who are aceustomed to scho-
lastie literature, who would dare, for & moment,
to dispute the genuineness of the New Testa-
ment. The plain fact is, that we are in posses-
sion of evidence of its gennineness unspeakably
superior to that of any other ancient book what-
ever, unless, indeed, 1t be the Old Testament,
of which I shall soon afterwards speak.

I do not know whether my young friends are
acquainted with the method which is usually
adopted by crities in order to prove the genu-
ineness of any ancient book. There are vari-
ous eriterions by which it is effected : there are
external and there are internal evidences. In
the first place comes the question, Has this book
been quoted by writers who have lived in sub-
sequent ages! is it recognised hy persons who
wrote on the same subject, as the ground of
what we may now call their science ! Now, weé
find, and we all know, that there is no book so
largely quoted in the present day, by speakers
and by writers, on any subject connected with



