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INTRODUCTION,

Tuar Lough Erna, with its fiky-two miles of unbroken navigable
eourse, ite varied and beantiful ssenery, ite thres-hundred-pnd-
odd islands, ita attractiona for tha ariist, sutiquary, geclogist,
bolaniet, angler, fowler, yachtaman, or ordinary tonrist, shonld
have remained almost to thin day bat rarely visited by strangers,
ia & eirenmetense which ean only bs aceounted for by the remots-
ness of ile situation from any very soneidersble town, nnd in
soms degréa by the want wpon its waters of eteambost accommoda-
tion. Now, however, all this glorions conntry may be said to
have been bronght within twelve hours of the erowded millions
in the workshop towns of Laenosshire end Yorkshire. Well
appointad and sommodions stesmbonta glide through ita breadth
of waters ss throngh s 8ea, and & largs porfion of ils course
owing chiefly io the emterprisa of & single individual, has once
eguin becoms a highwey for trevallers from the eastern to
the north-western counties of Ireland. The words of the poet
Bpenger, written nenrly thres hondrad years ago, may bs applised
to the districts under votive, even nt the present day: * And
sare it is yet 8 most besntiful and sweel couniry ss soy under
hesven, being storad throoghont with many goodly rivers, re-
plenisbed with all sorta of fish, abundently sprinkled with many
eweetl islands sond poodly lakes, like little inland seas, that will
earry avan ships upon their waters ; adorned with goodly wooda
aven £t for building housea and ehipe, g0 commeodionaly, as that
if sonie princes in the world had thom they would scon hope to
be lord of all the seaa, and ere long of all the world ; alse full of
vary good ports and hevens opening upon England, inviting s to
come uoto them to see whal sxeellent commoditiss that conntry
ean afford ; basidea Lhe sovle it selfe most fertile, it to yield all
kind of {roit that shall be committed thereaoto; and lustly, the
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henvens most milde and temperate, though somewhat more moist
than the parta towards the esst.” All thot the snthor of the
* Faery Quaen,” in the sbove passage, describes as existing in
Irelend in bis time we still possess; but we ean promise oor
vivilors many enjoyments =nsh as even the imagination of the
poet never dreamt of, and which ara ths natoral resolt of the
advapesment made by the world in wore of the arts than ope
during the lnst eonple of centaries. We hiope to be able to show
that thers is no taste for the pletoresque or beankiful which may
not be amply gratified npon the shores gr in the neighbourhood
of the historic Erne. Wo phall endeavour nol only to point
out loenlities and geonoa of intersst, bot wlso to inform our res-
ders of the best way of srriving at such planes, whether by bond,
on foot, or by cars, &e. The antiguuwry, whe would trace thg
history of his raee throogh moenoments which have descended
to our time from the anrliest period of socisly in Erin, shalj
have his attontion drawn in numerons instances to the
1+ Cairn's gray prramid,
Where bones of mighty chlsfs e hid,"
to the wondroms eromlech, and so-selled drnidical cirele, to ihe
gisnt's grave, pillar-stong, or Thuathe-de-Danasn rath, ie the
finest of alf the round towars of Ireland, ms well es to the ecell of
the early Christisn missiconty, or the slorisd  erces of somewhsg
latar times, The goologist shull be introduced to caves the mys-
tery and grandear of which might heve soggested the lines of
our national poet !
B0 fathombess, po full of gloam,
Mo oya could pisrce the void between ;
It seemed & plece where ghouls might come
Wil their foul bangoets fron the tomb,
And in s caverns feed easeen.
Like distant thundee from below,
The sound of many torrents came;
Too dsep for exe or aer i know,

If 't were the sea’s imprisoned flosw,
Or flonds of everlasting Aume.'"
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Theso eaverns, taken altogther, ara perbaps the most wonderful in
the west of Eorope, aad in some inslances havs mot hitherto
bean entirely explored, so great is their extent and eo intricate
their ramifications. The artiet will revel in the wild glens above
Swanlinbar, Floremes Cotrt, aad Carriek Laks, noar Chursh Hill,
The fisherman slong the gollen shores of many an emersld islet,
ot by the * galmonful” entsrnct of Ballyehannon, below which,
with & mighty roar and bound, old Saimer—the original nama
of the Erne rivar—

i Claavas the WATEWOTH precipics,””

nod beeomen losk in tha hosom of the Atlanlie. Amongst the sle-
pendons inland aliffs of Knoclemora, Balmors, and lordly Cnilea the
botanist may in an hoar gather with litle iromble, sud without
baving to ask the permission of anyond, as macy benntiful and
¥ars ferns and othar planta aa would stoek an ample herbariom.
The yachtsmon has at his eommand, ab n moderats hire, the
grasefnl enbber, bonty of nll sizes for aailing or rowing.—or, if ke
will, or tho nacosgiting of his party eommand greator acoommoda-
{ion, tho never-tiring surs stoambonk,

Thera gre other sonsidarntians which, for the benefit of somo
of our stranger vigitors, it mey nok be ouk of plaes bers to toneh
on. e refer prinsipaliy to the hotel so¢tmmodation which ie
predented along onr various routed; and wo bag leave to assurs
the moet fastidions tonriet thet at present, and for a sonsiderable
time past, travellors in Ireland, porth, sooth, east, and wost,
have formed but cne opinion, and thet an exoellent one, of the
capabilitias of oor hotals, of the scale of oharges, and of the at-
tention and civility alike of the propristors and of their assist-
ants. We may aleo add, for the benofit of many whoe have
drawn their only opinion of Ireland from sbage saricstures, fom
books written porposcly to miplead, or from $he mendapigns
gpeeches of selfieh agitators (we alinda to no particnlar party),
that thers is oo soupkry in Europe whare the stranger, oven the
" nnprotectad female,” mny ao safaly travel as in Ireland. The
two prineipal routes babween Dublin and Eoniskillen will ba found
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deseribed in mnother portion of this Guide. Aa the thriving town
of Ennigkillen is built apon an island, sitwsto in the very centre
of the laka distriet, wa shall aeszme thet selebraled # pasa be-
twean Ulsbar and Connanghl' as the head-guariers from which
the majority of tourista will kindly aceompeny us on ouor varioms
excursions.

‘Wa conaloda our little introdootion with a word tomohing the
eomposition of the *(oide" The sketchsa wers made npon
the spot by the mothor, and by him trapsferred to the wood.
The engraver is My, Oldham of Bathger, Doblin—ao artist whose
fame we have reagoa to know is not confined to this his native
totntry. As with the illuptrations, so with the letterpress de-
seviptions, all of which were panned whils yet we possessed the
advaniege of having the scene in its replity before uwa. It has
been said that it i desivable for a writer to be possessed in some
degres of & knowledge of the subject upon which he treats. 1f
this be trme, we wmey shearfolly claim sn advantage over the
ordinary olasa of book.-mekers mpon Irish themes (such par-
ticnlarly ne dete from the !¢ Bister Iale," mod are, therefors, for
British [Miseum] rengons, to be eongidered generally as of sope-
rior snthority on Irish subjests), inasmuch as for four years it
has bean our lob to reside amouygst scence and districts of the
Erne which are now, in very many iostances, for the first time
brought before ths notica of the pablis.




