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* No man, ewho Salfi fosded frarning, Swt dll confeny the mony woyr of profting
b those, who, ‘ot conteted with wale reoripts, are chbie fo manags ond fot forth
mew positiond fo tho world » @ad, wava chay dud an the dud awd cimders of ower et
20 Lomg ag in fhat nogion, lhey may wol gerng fo poliah cad drighfen fhe arseoury
af truil, even for thal rerpect, they wers wob wilerly (o be st oway'=DlriToN.
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HAT conneetion has My, Thackeray with the Tudian pub.

Yie, or whal intarest have they in bim, more than in any
other great aunthor of the present time, are questions wlich
will involuntazily rise to tho lips of most readers who glance
at the title of dur article. Fortuuately, Me, Thackeray himso]f
haa saved us the trouble of & reply. . In the story at the hegin-
ning of the last number of the Cornhill Magazine a man is des-
eribed * tottering up ihe sleps of the ghaut, baviog just parted
with his child, whom he is despatehing to England from %nd{a,
Mr. Thackeray fwrote this,’—to use his own pathetic words—
¢ remembering in loog, long distaut days such & ghaut, or river-
¢ gtair, ot Caleutta; and s day when, down those steps, to o boat
* which was in waiting, came two clildren, whose mothers res
* maoined on the shore. One of those ladies was never to see
* her hoy more ; and he, too, is just dead in Indin of hronchitia®
The boys were ‘first consins;” had been ‘hittle playmates ‘and
¢ friends’ from their birth, and the first bouse in Londom to
which they wereteken was the house of their sunt. Who were
the boys? Thoir careers ran wide apart; their fatcs have been
different ; bat the world has learnt to reverence both., The name
of one is not unkoown io the regions which ke between the
Godavery and the Oxue,—that of the othey, vings ¢ familiar as a
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-¢ household word” from the Danube to the Mississipi—=8ir Rich-
mond Shakespear and Mr. Thackeray. Who was the aunt?
The mother of Mr. Ritchie of our Supreme Council. * His Honor
‘wag even then o gentleman of the long robe! sdde Mr,
Thackeray, ‘being in truth a baby in arms’ Mr. Thackeray
was born in Caleutta in' 1810, His father was in the Bengal
Civil Service, and for many years held the office of Collector of
Caleutta. A - brother or conpin of his (a barrister and well
known to us) ediled the Benpal Herald. e earlicst associations
of his mind are connected with thiz country, and he has himself
in & thousand places eonfesced thet the davk and turbaned faces
amongr whom he passed his infancy, and the landscapes with
which that infuncy was familinr—the palmy, the rice fizlds, the
tavks, and the gu‘k Line eky still appear to hin in dreams.
Under thess circumstanees, we doly the most ingenions counsel,
to make oot a case to cxempt him from our authority. Nay,

reonal econgiderations apart, there iz enough of Eastern matter
1o his works to justify we in considering them gs within the limits.
of our legitimate jorisdiction, and eubjecting them Lo the ordeal
of a critieal examination. Wasnot Mr. Juseph Sedley,—Waterloo
Bedley,—the Colleetor of Bogglywsllah known to all of ns? Has
Mr. Thackeray himeelf not allowed that Mr. Charles Honeyman,
the clergyman setor no longer preaches in Luady Whittlesea’s
chapel, but hag prone out to India, and have we not often-heard bim
preach ? Cannot many of ue recolleat the noble Colonel Newcome,
who was ruined by that unfortunate affair of the Bundlecund

Bank? The regiment, which he ¢omnmanded, went off during the
mutinies, but there are people who still declare it wonld bave re-
mained staunch, had he been ot the head of it. The devetion of
his sepoys towards himeelf, personally, was certainly marvellous.
Did not Dobbin the anthor of the  History of the Punjoub™ win
his (. B, ship in India ¥ And was it not at a Town Hall re-unien
that Glorvina frsf displayed that beawtiful erimson eilk dvess,
which Major Dowd thought would Goish Dobbin? Is not
Mr. Goff, who wears white wash-leather gloves, drinks fairly,
likes 2 robber, and has a story for after dinner, beginming
* Doctor, Ye rackloet Sandy M'Lellan who joined us in the
¢ West Indies. Wal, sir,” still in commaund, or was fill the other
day, of one of onr maguificent possenger ships? Was nob
Rummun Loll our own prinee of merchante? 14 he not go
to England; was he not admitted into the firt society there
and reckoned a philosopher, and spoilt by the ladies, till the
bubble of that wonderful Bank bwst? Where did Major Gahagan
perform his wonderful feats of valour? If My, Thackeray had
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been born in Eogland, he might still be called on te take hia
triul before ws. Jodian materizls are interwoven in the fabric of
all hia works, and we have a right to examine if they have
been handled with taste and dizeriminstion.

Mr. Thackeray has had o long and hard struggle up the hill
of fame, Ilis first efforls in eomposition fell Hat on the publie.
He piped but they did not dance. Nobody condescended to
notice him. The reception was most salutary, A man, that
snddenly and by a single effort starts up into puﬁularit_r,r, rarely
achioyes mueh. Suceess turns his head. There have no doubt
been glorious exceptions to thia rule; but penerally the writer
that ¢ awakes one morning and finds himeelf famoug’ awakes ana
other, and finds himself forgoiten. It may be the fashion te
praise him for a time, but fashions pess away, and eritical yrules
endure, The scrutiny of ssverer tests than the mere whims of
the hoar is applied to bis works, and vnder the fouchstone their
fictitious merits fade sway. A man, on the contrary, who at the
outset of his career is abused or, harder slill, is unnoticed, if he
have withinhim the germs of real genins, feels his nerves strung,
and hie powers developed under the treatment, and redoubles his
exertions, hecdless of the clamour or the silence ground him. I
Inow that it is in me, hesays with Bheridan, and owf it shall coma,
Bo he worke on, and in the end securcs a wiche in the temple of
immortality.

It iz not t0 be imagined for a moment that because My..
Thackeray’s earlior works wera neglocdnd they gave no indica-
tions of his powers. They are sketches, generully, but drawn
with a bald free hand, such as ought to have attracted the atten-
tion of discerning critics. In oneinslance, indeed, the attention
of a wiftic of no mean powers was drawn to them. ‘T have got
“ hold of the two first noembers of the Hogparty Diamond,” wrote
John Sterling in 1841, ‘ and read them with extreme delight,
* What is there better in Fielding or Goldsmith? This man i= a
* troe wenius, and with quiet and comfort might produce master.
¢ piccea, that would last as long a5 any we have, and delight millions

~ * of unborn readers.’ High praise, but by no means undeserved,

&s thousands of people now allow. The Viear of Wakefield is a
‘master-picee of Goldswith; once read it is never forgotten,
But in simplicity it is equalled ; in discrimination of character,
in humour, in delicacy, in depth of pathes, it is proatly surpassed
by this little novel of thirteen ehapters, which the public so
eruelly neglected for a time.

The seeret of Thackeray’s and Wordaworth’s success is iden-
tical. It may appear paradoxical to say that the author who
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lives most amongst men, and the author who dwells most
amongsk clnurla-—-t.he most trothful delingator of the phases of
society, and the most faithful painter of the phases of nature, owe
their trismphs to the same canse.  Bab nevertheless such is the
fact. Both despise arbitrary and conventional rules as stumb-
ling blocks in the path of faithfal representation, Before the
time of Wordsworth a poel inight have written on a withered
tose, on the boundless ccean, on the hardoess of Chlee’s
heart, on Corydon’s despair; but to, write pbout a pedlar, a
leech gatherer, a mu woman, © the common growth of
mother earth, would have been thougrht sacrilege. Before tha
time of Thackeray a novelist might have drawn a hero, brave
and handeome, and conducted him, through three volumes of
diffenlty and m‘l;rlgue inte the haven of a happ ?, marriage-—but
to draw a hero with big hands and splay feel ! The conscquence

was thet poets and wovelists alike walked on stilts, Poets sang

of hearta and dorts, and cyes and sighe, till nobedy cared to hear
their sentimental nonsevse, and novelists wrote sbout the gul-
lant horseman who rescued the youry lady from the hands of
brigands and then fell in love with ler, till readers f=ll asleap,
When the world wae faitly tived of tho charme of Amoret, und
of the Zephyr that fanned her, ag shs lay asleep, there was heard
deep vowa FAFing =

‘Tha dragon'a wing, the ragric ringe,

* T shall pol eovet for my dewer;

: gIﬁﬂung ].|.t‘|,ha hwﬁ:;‘rhay, g |
ith sympathetie ma'_v stray,

“And with & soul of power.” '

And eritics listened perfeotly hewildered. Bams were scarcely
able 1o form a judgment ; others, acenstomed to the beaten track,
like Lord Jeflrey, reviled and scofled ; the maost discerning like
Wilson and Tolfourd felt thet o new era had dawned on English
literature. Bqually great was the astonishment, equally divid-

“ed the opinions, and uwllinmately equally loud the applause when

Mr, Thackeray propounded his dectrine and displayed socicty
daguerrectyped, No more heroes and hercines of the old, appro-
ved, faultless, proeelain cast, we had real flesh and blood iustead ;
men and women as we see them. It was & revolution as com-
plete as that which Wordaworth had effected. Ome eritic who
sdmired  good Dobbin’ agked in his simplicity, ¢ but why should
‘the major have clumsy feet Mr. Thackeray ¥ another eritie

* onquired why Amelia 8o gentle and affectionate should be also 20

insipid? Years passed before Mr, Thackeray could get peupia
perfecily to understand his lofty theory, or unqualifiedly to
admire the skill with which he worked it out.




