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PREFACLE,

1% the enrly stages of civilisation men delighted in
bewds, polished littons, and bright eolours,  Their
descendanis, when, in provess of time, they hecame
avcomplished writers sl peakers, continued o
take delizht in lhe gaudy, the marvellons, and  the
eudden, Fven new the majority of wrilers, of
purely lilerary training, dip their peas not only
dycs of earthguake sud eclipee,” bul iu the more
Turid colours of ercations, destmactiona, supernatural-
isma, timonaterisl eolities, and gntaclysme oenerally.

The smaller wumber of thinkers recopnize the basic
fact in geience that matter o its various furms, and
with ite varving encrey and forees, is unereateable.
indestruetible, eternal, limitless,  They confess that
of this so-called medter, ‘the thinge io itzelf, nolbing
i known save that it and e propertics are comstantly
changing with o change that never began—a change
that will never end. Man himsell waz not ereated

and time did not begin.
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Long-continued familineity with the idess of in.
stantapecus  origing,  vapid  transmuiations, and
supernatural interventions on the one hand; and
habituael contewmplotion of inmeonceivably minute
beginnings, mealenlably elow wethods and perpetual
change on he olher hanl, give rise to two outlooks
aud to two modes of interpreting the phenomona of

life, man, and the universe.

And let me #ay hove that the student of evolution and
all its noblest prodhuct, nerve,” although compelled by
raverenee for truth, o relinguish supernatural heiglis
and to dwell in the humbler domains: of naturalism
pnd law, hag one great compensation—he volues
more deeply  than orhers the crced lelt to him
fand Lo others) by the development of nerve: that
erequl 15, honestly to Bl out what is troe; steeny.
vusly to do what is right; unecasingly to foster the
finer feclings—abore all the ethiead, affectional, and
poetical.

The less diffident—and perhaps the Jess wise—of the
literary multitude ave disposed to exclaim “a plague
an your * heredity” and on your bodily-orzanisation 1"

—vaguely imagiving that if they laboured sodulously



¥lt.

enough, cared deeply  encugh,  willed  strongly
enough, and if, above all, circumstance wers
sufficiently opportune it s in them to become
Tennvsous or Browuings. A few animated by the
literary spirit and charaeterized alzo by lively fancy
and nneritieal judement, actually snagine that they
can see the invisible, heat the nandible, and touch
the intangible, Stwlents of science; with more
modesty  and  composure, Teeomnise  thal o nerve-
wrgani=tion pois definite Hwite on every individual
—limta, wareow o e idiet, not wide in the

averaxe man. and very wide in The gesiue

Justly to appraise {he relative magiitude of tralbs
ie the beginning of wisidom.  Chie masaive truth s
the wmnlermpied deeay of anpernatural beliefs.  Evil
apirite,  witches, mimeles,  al  even ' inmaterial
entities" call for vo disproof—they aimply, one after

another, cease to be eredible.

It i= net the mm of these pages either to prove
this or 1o disprove that, but radher to throw some
light on the effects, in Life and literature, of two
widely differing points of view. I wenture to think

however that, in passing from page to page, the
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inregsonablencss of the one view, and the Fesson-
ablences of the other. will become more and more

manifest.

I have intentionally given dHsproportionate atten-
tion o the moml element in o nervon: organisg-
tion,  Moml] nerve, as 1 venture tn call it, =
unigue i this cespect—-its action ean be simulated
seeing that  other nerve endowments may, to a
great extent, ke its place.  Bur, if there e no
nerve of  high  eapacity, or of poetry, or of
cloquence. ur of earnc:iness, within the slenldl, ihore
van be no appeassnce of cither eapacity, ur prstTY,
or eloquence, or earnestness in the chameter,  These
qualities exnnot be simnlated : and, what 1= more, if
they nre not wirhin the skull by inheritance. no
pressure of eircumstanes ean put them there. OfF
what sluff moral negve s made, whether of matter or
apirit or deity f(as pantheism teachea),—does not
affect the arcuments Levsin pat forward,  The fore-
most living hiologisl, who is popularly looked wpon
As " materialism " inesrnate, is in realily a pronounced

pantheist.

1t is not propoved that all men of lotters whe



