CANOE AND BOAT BUILDING. A COMPLETE
MANUAL FOR AMATEURS. CONTAINING
PLAIN AND
COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTIONS FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CANOES, ROWING
AND SAILING BOATS AND HUNTING CRAFT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649028542

Canoe and Boat Building. A Complete Manual for Amateurs. Containing Plain and
Comprehensive Directions for the Construction of Canoes, Rowing and Sailing Boats and
Hunting Craft by W. P. Stephens

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



W. P. STEPHENS

CANOE AND BOAT BUILDING. A COMPLETE
MANUAL FOR AMATEURS. CONTAINING
PLAIN AND
COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTIONS FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CANOES, ROWING
AND SAILING BOATS AND HUNTING CRAFT

ﬁTrieste






E‘*“{filt. L 7l

v
MATIEED [0 LT LIORARY
FraM TH L 2eRY OF
FRANCIS PERBCY MAGOUN
THE GIFT OF HI5 SON
MAY 8, 1229

FOERAT AND BTLEAN FUALIFEING o
185,




PREFACE,.

Tes character and chject of this book are szt forth on its
title page. It Is & mamial degigned for the practical msstat-
ance of thosz who wich to build their own canoes.

The number of boating men whe find pleasure mergly in
esiling a boat i emall compared with those who delight not
only in handling, bt as wall in planning, bullding, Improv-
ing or “tinkering" pencrally oo their pet craft, aod vadoubt-
adly the lgttor derive the greater amount of ploasury from
the sport. They not only feel s pride in tho result of thelr
work, but theie pleasures goea on, Independent of the sussons.
No sooner do cold and iee interfers with eport aflont than
the eraft is beulad op, dlsmantled, and for the pext helf
year becomes & source of unlimited pleasure to her owner—
amd a nydmnce o bls famlly and felends, We know one
eminent canpelst who keepa s fine cance in his cellar and
feeds ber oo varndsh and bresa acrews for ffty weeks of
EFLIY yoar.

This class of beating mm:tn whom, by the way, most of
the improvementa in boeta and aails ara due, uwsually labor
under great disadvantagea, Thelr time fur such work ia
Hmited: they havenot the proper outlt of shop and tools,
nor the practical knowledge and skill only acquired by the
professionnl boilder after years of careful and patisnt labor;
and the latter as & class are unwilling to communicate frecly
what they have sequired with so rouch difficulty, snd ero
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seldom willing to aesist the amatevr, aven with edvice. His
coly otber source of informeation ie reading, and while there
wre books treatiog of the consiroction of large wessels, and
others of tha use of boats, there are none glving precisely
the instructions needed by the beginuer in boat buildiog,

Having experlenced wost of the trials and misheps that
foll to the ot of the tyro, we ofer in these pages such help
aa hea proved of (he greatest value to oursclven To the
profesgional bullder, some of tha instroctiooy may sedm el
mentary and unnecessery; bat it must be remembered that
we are not writlog for bim, who by Ling practice has nc-
quired an aceurncy of eye and dexterity, that enable him to
ghorten, or to diapense alipgether with many of the opara-
tione describod, We arz writing for (he amatcor who, in
defonlt of this training, muost meks up for it by axtra care
and patiencs, even at tho expenac of thne, aod the methoda
given ore those which bave proved best adspted to bis peca-
liar requirements.

Conpe building is teeated in detel], as the proeesscs in-
volved are common to all boatboilding, only requiring grester
core and gkill (han ordinary work; and the principles, onee
mastered, muy be applied to the conetyuedlon of any of tha
pimpler eraft, soch od rewbonts and ckiffa,

1t has been impossttle to give dus credit tothe criginators
for muoy of the deviees and Inventlona described; hut to all
such we return thands in behaif of the great ermy of ama-
it bollders and sallors, ba which wo claim & place,
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INTRODUCTION.

THE'm:rrd canon has two distlnet meanings, having been

applied, for bow loog & time no cone knows, to boats of
long snd narrow proporiions, abarp at both ends and pro-
pelled by paddles held fu the hand, exhend oz fulorum,
tha crew facing forward. The members of this great family
wvary greatly ia size and model, from the kayak of the Eagui-
man, to the long war canocs, B0 to 100 fect long, of the
lalands of the Pacific. Within the past iwenty years the word
has been applied in England and Amerlen in & mors Hmited
senae, bo emall eraft need for racing, traveflng and exploring,
83 well a3 the geperal purposes of & pleasure boat, the main
eapcntlals hoing those mentioned sheve, whils sails and & declt
&re usually added, the doyhile paddie belng used cxclusively.
I Canads the term hes for & long time been epplied toa
simflar bost, ueed for huntizg and Sehing, without docla,
and propelled by & single puddle, The following pages will
refer coly to the seoond meening given, as the tme of oot
Importancs to the smatenr builder, and aa the insiroctlons
given will apply equally 10 the simpler and less complicated
Caneadian open cenoc.

The modern canos which, although in ase for some years
previoualy, may bo sid to date from Mr. MacGregor's
croises and books, 1865, § and 7, woa in Its early years
divided lnta two distinet classes, Rob Boy and Naotilus, to
which & third, Ringloader, was afterward added, bot the
many changes and improvements have so multiplied tha
models, thit such pames s Nautilps, Pearl, Bhadow, Jersey
Blue, etc., convey no dofinlte ides of the boat’s model or
dimension. There are now no less than nlne widely differ-
cnt models named Naotilos, slx pamed Pearl, the Jorasy
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Blus has changed entlecly, and half s dozen builders each
offer a diffevent Shadow, while dozeng of other models have
sprung up, a0 that gach & division is no longer possilie,

Modern canoes may, bowevor, be alassed Ie a different
mapner, according to the relative proportions of their pad-
dling and suiling qualities, 1los:

Poddling Canves—Tropelled solely by paddle.

Myifable Poddting—Rsil being vsurl a4 anxiliary, a5 in the
early Rob Ray.

Bailting and Paddfing—Boll gqualitics edng about equal, as
in mast groisityy Gangs.

Prddlerlls Sefling—Fitted malnly for salllog, aa the later
Engplish boala, the paddle eing snxilisry.

Satling—Larger boats for two or thres, wsing cars 2 anz-
iliaries, as tha Mereey cunicsd,

For raeing purposes s different classification has been
adopted bers, which, with the Enplish, lv wiven In the Ap-
pemlix,

The first point In Tmilding o canoo $& 1o decide da the
mir] and dlmengions, and this each min most do for hime-
gelf, coneidering carefully the parposs for which ha will use
his canee, the walcr she will gall on, the load to be carred,
and sfinilar detsila. The desiems given cover all the ditfer-
ent claspes of canoegs, wnd From them oog can be pelected as
& baaia for modiflcaton ond lmprovement, to enlt the bailder.
The following general Jdirections will aid the novice in de
ciding on the maln features of his erafi:

For small abreams and rivers, where portages have to be
mads, the gailing ia of but littls imporiance, a cance
14ft.x3%m. i most commonly wued,  Bhe should have a flat
floor, little or no keel, ends well pounded, little gheer. For
gemeral eriising work uoder mnll and "paddle, a canos 14ft.x
80in., with flat foor, geod bearings, stecnpogt nearly apright,
maodel full enough to carry erew end storca ensily, & keel of
2 to 3in. or & centerboard.  For large rivers, hays and open
waters, & cane 1481 288in. or Wit @in., fited with & metal
ocenterboard of greator or leas welght.  ‘The tyre will be safe



