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MEDICINE AND PSYCHOLOGY.

PR, PR

T has been said, that if sny individual, however
humble his pretensions, will carefully note down,

at the time of their occurrence, such circnmstances
as come under his notice, he will by the fidelity of
his work, apart from any quality of intrinsic value,
contribute thet which is useful to his fellgw crea-
tures; and it is only by thus endsavouring fo turn
to sccount some of the various facts that have from
time to time presented themselves for observation in
the course of my professional life, that I can hope
to fulfil the task assigned to me of endeavouring to
illustrate the prineiples and practice by which John
Hunter coniributed so much to the elevation of the
profession, to the advance ss well as the improve-
ment of the healing art, in order that this annual
occasion may be the means of stimulating each
snccessive ago to follow his example, And although
it necessarily does not fall to the lot of all members
of our or of any other profession to stand in the first
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rank, every member is uot the less called upon to
fulfil to the best of his shility the daties of his
particular provinea; so, equally, although the talent
to discover brilliant facts and truths is beyond the
scope of most of us, it still remains to every ono to
tost the value of such discoveries by bringing their
light to bear upon the cases that come before Lim,
and thus, in the words of an old writer, though
g man cannot invent anything new after so many,
he may do a welcome work yet, and help posterity
to judge rightly of the old.

To pronounce the impossibility of cure of cortain
disenses, says Lord Dacon, iz to sanction by a Inw
the "ignorance or the remissness of the physician.
Yet, however far off and impracticable the cure of
all diseases must ever be, notwithstanding this bold
assertion, the question will bear some anpalogy to
ealenlations of the duration of human life, which,
approaching to an setusl certainty in the agorepate,
are open to the greatest insceurity in the instance of
cach individual person; so, although a certain number
of diseases will always remain incursble, we know
not which of the most intractable may next be com-
pelled to conform to the improvements of our art.
Bomething may yet be found to influence favourably
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the state of the blood in cancer, as well as improve
the imperfect organization that results in fuberele.

Let it not be said that it is useless to fix so high
and unatiainable a standard, still less let it be treated
with ridicule. Would any one think of rejecting the
use of the mariner's compass beeause, although it
possessea the marvellons power of constantly pointing
to the Northr Pole, we cannot possibly reach that
inpecessible spot; and, even if we could, its useful-
ness would perhaps be least shewn in conducting us
thither? We know that the perfect needle ever
maidlaing the true direction, and that the same
quality imperfectly developed needs the assistance of
certain electric currents passing constantly at right
-angles, to keep it steadfast. So may our professivnal
‘aim be ever kept well directed by the right-minded
-eurrents of diligent labour and patient investigation ;
and if' we can neither cure cancer npr modify its
growth, we can at least relieve the pain by nareotics,
and nentralize the stench by anti-septics,

It is not by any assumed novelty that I seck to
engage your atiention, but, in accordance with the
principle quoted above, by endeavouring to trace
through the practice of therapeutics some one prin-
aiple of action that proves to be most extensively
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efficient, which we adopt upintentiomally, and find
unexpectedly to be the cause of our greatest success:
neither by sceking to invest an old principle with
a new form ; but simply by bringing under a stronger
light that which is of every-day practice, to endea-
vour to extend the ground of a useful principle, one
that from its very simplicity appears to have been
sometimes partially lost sight of In other words,
not only sre botter resalts obtained by adhering to
first principles, but where thess are put aside for
others that are considered improvements, the sub-
stance of good resnlts is in danger of being missed
for the shadow of loftier pretensions. It ia better to
confine ourselves to means within our reach, and
endeavour to extend and improve them, than un-
suncesafully to attempt to rise above the limits of our
condition; preferable to earn our advance by the
aweat of the face, than to tempt a fall by scaring
on the wings of Icarus,

It is ot intended to imply that the less perfect
practice of our profession is otherwise than partial,
but it may not be inexpedient to inquire how far
it becomes affected by the tendemcy of collateral
science. Isolation of any one mode of life is, in
these times, as impracticable as it iz inexpedient;
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surrounding circumstances—the existing tendency of
our thoughts, words, and deeds is to partake of the
sevoral qualities of many, and to lack the complete-
nees and perfect finish of any one. The sge of
which it was foresaid that “many shall run to and
fro aud lknowledge shall be increased,” cannot in
some respects bo very different from the present;
but posterity will decide, better than ourselves,
whether* this period has been most influenced by
the collective belf-interest of the many or the pre-
siding wisdom of the faew. In an age so cxmcting
in the calls upon the time of most of us, little
opportunity is left for close study and individual
research. The current ideas of the day are passed
g0 rapidly from one to another, that sufficient time
is hardly allowed for making a correet impression ;
in the hasty transition they are apt to lose their
clearness of outline and characteristic definition, and
thue eventually to represent something different from
tho original infention.

But if knowledge is to be increased, so also should
it be amplified and extended, and still farther use-
fully epplied; and as the objects of travel, however
bright and valuable they may be, are not of real



