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FREDERICK GUSTAVUS BURNABY.

CHAPTER I
EARLY LIFE

TeE town of Bedford can elaim the distinetion of
being the natal place of Frederick Guatavos Burnaby,
he baving been born there on the 3rd March, 1842,
His family is one of considorable antiquity, whose
cunt of erms, wa learn from Burke, is org. two bare,
& lion passant, guardant in chisf, gu.; the crest, a
demi-man, 8¢ ; in the dexter hand a buneh of colum-
bina flowers, ppr. ; round the neck a rope, or, with
the end banging down on the sinister side, the
motto being, 'Pro Bege’ He can further bosst,
according to Foster's ‘Collectanea Cenealogica,’ of
being the nineteenth in descent from Edward I,
King of England, the most illustrious monarch,
excepting the Saxon Alfred, who ever wora the
British diadem. This is a thing to be proud of, but
1



2 Life of Frederick Gusiavus Burnaby.

Colonel Burpaby is as free from ostentation as was
his famous ancestor, whom in meny other respects
he closely ressmbles.

Features, temparamants, talents and other charac-
teristics, are frequently perpetusted from generation
to generation, and in Burnaby's case we have o
striking instance. Tn lemgth of limbs he takes after
the great Plantagenet King, standing in his stock-
ings siz feet four inches, HEdward was taller than
any of his subjects, fow of whom could reach to his
ghoulders. Besidea limhs, he iz & counterpart of
the hercie Plantagenat, such as in valour, intellect,
dering, and a love of travel. Edward, for his day,
bad sesn much of the world; Esstern suns had
browned his fair complexion ; he hed visited Iialy,
Sicily, France and Flanders; when in Italy he went
to Rome, where he was entertained with profuse
magnificence by his old tutor, Pape Gregory X..
and in grey weeds had made pilgrimages to evety
shrine in his cwn land, The old ekronicler, Piers
Langtofts, tella yg, *Bire Edward had a horse named
Fenaunt, black as a raven, on whose back he could
epring, armed from heed to foob in mail, and leap
any chain howaver high.! What the monarch did
tha guardsman can do, and were coisses added to
his cuirass, with like emse could he vault into his
seat; in fact, in leaping, riding, or in any other
gymoastic feat or trial of strength, the modern
soldier is equal to the one of old.

In his earliest years, Froderick Gustavus gave
striking indications of a fearless and adventurous



Early Life. 3

turn, as did the naturalist, Charles Waterton, and
like bim, by the incredulous, was dubbed & ‘ Baren
Munchausen.” We know how little either are
entitled to the appellation. Our young hero, while
at Harrow, like other boye of his years, oceasionally
got entengled in a broil. Chwoe fine day, getting inko
& quarrzl withk one of his school-fellows named
Edwards, they determined to settls their differences
with their fists, Ta the fight they addreszed them-
selvae right heartily. Edwards wos the taller, and
the'elder by two years. The combat lasted a good
hour, and was e fierce as it was long; but it was
put an end to before either had yielded, aud to this
dey Burnaby thinks the encounter was only stopped
in time, as he was getting the worst of if, and was
about tired of the fun., He bad & decided partislity
for aquatics, and would take lopg excursions on the
Thames, On one otession he rowed his little skiff
from Windsor to Oxzford, through ithe eanal, up the
Bavern, a0 on past Shrewsbury, and back ngnin, the
voyege lasting thres weeks. Hba could use the pen
a5 well as the ocar, and not baving a relish for
fagging, he took up the first-named instrument to
expresg his opinione on the subject, and forwarded
hig lucubrstions to Punch. 1l was a pretiy racy
produoction, and his first, and gave the public a
greater umount of amusement than it did the heads
of the school, who entertained a thought of expelling
the writer, In Greek and Latin be did not take a
lead, nor was he at the top of his class at examina-
tions; but in French he was not beaten, From
1—2



