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PRETACE.

Treee may appear Little need of these hymns when
#o many ekilfol hands have slrendy tuned their harps
to the only songe that are not sad to the Soul of the
Believer. **There are, it may be 80, meny kind of
Voices, and none of them are without signification.”
The whisper of the wind smong the branches has
still its misaion ; and s0 I send forth my little volume,
rejoieing if it soothe one aad heart.

If 1 have dwelt so minutely upon the realization
of the Promise of that bright Hereafter which cheers
the Child of God in kis struggles and his sarrows,
it ia hauum[bal:m thet if the Resurrection of our
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Holy Sacrifics ware mors distinetly presented to the
Mourner, and with the ssme esrnestness with which
the sufferings of His Divine Humanity are set forth,
that many an earthbound Soul, serrowing over the
sepulchre, whether of some lost hope that he has
cherished, or some beloved one who has trod Life's
path by his sids, would lock wp, until, in contem-
plation of the tender Meroy that has prepared such
glory for them that seek it, the way once solitary and
full of thorns would *blossom as the rose.” That
way leads to the home promised to the Children of
the Covensnt, where the broken ties of Barth that
wero knit in Chriet shall unite in Christ: ties thet
won His tender sympathy here, will not be disregarded
there; and we know that in * Hia Presence is ful-
ness of joy, and at His Right Hand pleasures for

eyer more,”’
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Of the reality of the Mmistry of Angels— the
glorions company of tha Apostles—the goodly fal-
lowship of the Prophets—the noble Army of Martyrs
—nnd ** the Spirita of just men made perfest,” we
havo been too long afraid, slthough we profess to
believe it. And yet it iz with these companions we
shall live, and serve, and worehip, through countlese
Ages of Eternity, in the immediste Presence of Him
we imperfoctly serve and worship here : shall we not
find among these swaiting na the fond familiar friend
with whom we have ° taken aweet oowonsel, and

walked to the House of God in company

God's Kingdom draweth nesr; and we, looking
for the coming of the Lord, may also look, in assured
faith, for them who sleap in Jesus to coms with Him.

Are they not already belonging to the * grest Clond
of Witneases''—Ministering Bpirits, rejoloing even



¥i PREFACE.

now in errands of love and mercy, delighting in
Wisdom drawn from the Fountain, of which Christ is
the source, and whispering of that Kingdom o
come, of which Christ ia the sun and centre ¥

London, Oetober 24, 1056,



