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INTRODUCTION,

Maw 15, in himeself, a lost, rmned,
and perishing sinner.  OF tlis fact,
the world 1s full of the most convine-
ing evidence. The Bible professes to
reveal to us God’s true and only sys-
tem of salvation. This iz a dispen-
sation of life to guilty man through a
Mediator, and it is also a distinet prae-
tical principle of the heart and life,
developing itscll by the production of
a free sell-consecration of its recipients
to the glory of God, and the well-being
of mankind, Its vital power—its as-
cendency over the inner man, in the
production of pure and holy principles
and actions, is an essential evidence
ol one's intercst in its blessings ; while
the most abundant and convincing

A



Vi INTRODUCTLON.,

matifestations of it to others becomes
the surest way by which its great Au-
thor iz hopoured and the world im-
proved. Hence the lives of devoted
Christiang become useful and mstrue-
tive, just 1 proportion as they are
truly and wisely conformed to the
oreat pattern; and the examples and
biographicz of eminent believers stimu-
late the pious in the path of duty, and
impress the consciences of the wick-
ed with o sense of their eriminality.
Periods of great trial and persecu-
tion in the world, and =easons in which
God has, by lus providence, especially
called forth the visible power of reli-
aion, or remarkably poured out his
Spirit upon the earth, for its increase,
have been most distinguished for the
development of the Chmstian principle,
The present state of the world is pe-
culiarly favourable to its useful display



INTRODUCTION. ¥ II

i judicious and disinterested eflorts
to bring millions of benichted and
perishing simmers into the kingdom of
God. The temporal and eternal bene-
fits which the gospel canimpart to the
heathen are beyond all computation :
and the Bible, while it urges the duty
of its immediate dissemination, pledges
its own veracity for the certainty that
it shall  eventually overspread the
world. The events of providence are
now more and more distinetly every
year indicating the near approach of
that joylul consummation.

The labour and the self-denial, how-
ever, which a personal engagement in
the missionary service in foreign lands
requires, 1s =0 great, and the zeal of
the disciples to spread the trimnphs of
the eross among remote and barbar-
ous tribes of men 15 so small, that 1t
must be long indeed before such a re-



