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PREFACE.

For some years past His Highness Maharaj Sir Takhtsinghji, G. C.
8.71., of Bhavnagar, having felt the want of an organized agency to col-
lect materials for the past history of Bhawvnagar, sanctioned in A. T). 1881
the establishment of & Depurtment for an Archaological and Antiguarian
Survey—the first of its kind started in Kathiawad—at the suggestion of
the Iate Colonel J. W. Watson, then President of the Rajasthanic Court
in Kathlawad, who was well-known for his tastes in these researches ;
who possessed an excellent knowledge of Persian; and who by his
keen and constant interest in the progress of this work readered most
valuable assistance, which has put this Depactment under his everlasting
obligation. Since A. D. 1882 Pandits have been sent on exploring
tomrs in different parts of EKathiawad, Gnjarat, Marwar, Mewar, &e.,
and the result of the rtesearches carried on diring the last cight
years has hoen the accumulntion of a pretty cxtensive stock of old
and (some of them) wmique coing, and fac-similes of stone and
copper-plate inscriptions, relating not merely to the Gohel chiefs of the
past, for whose past history the Department was fivst started, but to
other rnlers and places. General Sic A. Cunningham, Iate Director
General of the Archaological Burvey of India, one of the greatest Indian
Archaologists, has expressed as his opinion that these inseriptipns are
the most certain and the most trustworthy authority for determining
the dates, of Indian monnments. Besidos it is o well-known fact that
researches in Indian Archieology and Epigraphy have received a fresh
stimulus of late. It was, therefore, decided at the desire of His
Highness that the best way to turn the collection to acconut for the nse
of seholars and antiquarians would be to publish a selection of the
inscriptions in parts from time to time. In complianco with this desire
thisselection has been prepared containing some fifty-one inseriptions in
Arabic and Persian, collected from different places and extending over
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a period of seven centuries, viz., from 591 A, H. to 1291 A. H. The
text given was prepared from impressions of the original with the help
of experts and were then rendered into Engligh uswell as into Gujarati ;
and each of the transeripts is preveded by a short introduction and is
followed by its trauslition into English.  In several places the toxt is
either illegible, obscure, donbtful, or incorect. It is to be hoped,
however, that these lithic records will prove highly useful to persons
interested in the history and philology of the Mahomedans in Gujarat
and Kathiawad. As this small volume {8 intended for those who have
veal interest in the matter, it will be gratifying to the Bhavnagar
Durbar as well as to those who have participated in its prepaation if
the work done by them is appreciated by those students of Indian
history and antiquities, and especially of the province of Kathiawad.

L must not here omit to state that this Department acknowledges
with great thamks the valuable help remdered in preparing this small
volume LyMr. Burjorji Ardesir Enti, B. A., Professor in the Samaldas
College , Munshi Hussaually Guolamally, of Bhavnagar High School
and Munshi Shekh Mahomed Isphani, of Samaldas College. -

VAJESHANKER GOURISHANKER OZA.

BHAVNAGAR, 15tk May 1880,
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PERSIAN & ARABIC INSCRIPTIONS.

STONE INSCRIPTION AT GOGHA.

Dated A 4. 551,
The stone containing this inseription i raised under an Amlli tree grown on
the side of the way Jeading to the shrine of Pivfinpir on the sea-beach at Goghd. o
British port in the Gulf of Cambay on the enst const of Kathidvad, Tt contains
five lines written in Arabic chareters. It wensures 187 x 15% and mentions the
death of & martyr named Babd Taju-ud-din in AJH. 591, A.D. 1195, The stone
iz the common sand-stone, but well preserved.
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In the name of God, the mereiful and compassionate.
There is no god but God ; Mahomed is the proplet of God,
Every ereature which lives on the earih is subject to decay ; but the glorious
and honourable countenance of thy Lord shall remain for ever,
Babd Taju-ud-din, son of Badr-ud-din, honoured by men ; fortunate, martyred,

the oppressed, forgiven (hy God), migrated from this house of destraction to that

of eternity, in the month of Rabiml-Akhir AH. 591
1
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STONE INSCRIPTION AT MANGAROL.
Dated A, 700,

This inscription is pleced inl an open room near the eastern gate at Mangarol,
where the sepoy-guard is kept. MAngarol iz a small sea-port town on the west
coast of Kathidvid. The stone is o piece of white marble mensuring 16" x 12*
with forrteen lines of Persian mentioning the building of the town wall by the
Deputy Governor of Sorath, Malik Shekhsbin-Taj. It is dated AL 70O,
A.D, 1301,
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T the name of God, the merciful and compassionate.

In the veign of the emperor of the eircle of the world ; the like of whom there
never was any king in the world ; the gold-hestowing conqueror of the world, the
opener of fortresses ; before whose gate all kings were like slaves ; owing to whose
justice the world was altogether happy, whose libevality put the whole world to



