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DURING the Ralf-century since the death of Charies
Lamb, an smmense mass of matter has been gathered
aboul him and about his writings. In buarrowing
among the dreasures and the rubbish of this monnd, I
have been struck by the fotal absence of what may be
calied a topographical Blograplhy of the man, or of any
accurate record of kis rovings o with the exception af
that nmecessardly bricf one contained in Mr. Laurence
Hutton's invaluable * Literary Landmarks of Lon-
don”  Such a shortcoming is the more marked, inas-
muck as Lamb i5 so closely ddentified twith the Town,
Not one among the men of letlers, whose shadows walk
the London sireefs wilh us, knew them befter, or lfoved
them more, than ke did.  Ia follvioiwy Ms footstcps,
£ have found still untowcked many of the houses that
harboured him ; and I have taken delight in the fosk,
before the restless hawnd of veconstruction shall fave
Plucked them forcver away, of helping to keep alive the
look of all that is Ieft of the walls within which he
dired and laboured.

From this mere mements of brich-and-mortar—aii
my original inteni—I have deen led on to @ study of



the man himself, from our wore modern and more
Auwmane point of view.  The time has long gone by for
that Rindly compact of redicence which may kave been
becoming fm the years directly after Jis death. Nothing
need be Ridden now albout the madness of Mary, about
2he ferrible taking-off of Aer mother, about the early
fnsamity of Charles Kmself, or his later weaknesses.
And, in telling the entire truth, I have found comfort
and cheer in the belicf that neither apology noy homily
can ever again be deemed meedful fo o decorous de-
weanour beside bhese dead.

So that T have sketched Mm just as ke Fues for me—
the lines and the wrinkles of Kis aspect, the shine and
the shadmu of Ais soul : just as ke moved in the ¢crowd,
among Kis friends, by his sister’'s sde, and alone.  To
show exactly what Ae was, rather than what ke did, 7
Aave used his own words wherever this was possible ;
alfering them as fo their letter alome, where it has
seemed exsential. In this spivit of affectionate allegiance
A have followed kim faithfuily in all his wanderings,
Jrom kis cradie close by the Thames to Jis grave not

Jar from the Lea,
B.E. M
Nsw Yorx, October, 1890,



