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THE

TWINS OF TABLE MOUNTAIN.

I.
A CLOUD ORN THE MOUNTAIN.

HEY lived oo the verge of a vast stony

level, upheaved so far above the sor-
rounding country that its vagne outlines,
viewed from the nearest valley, seemed o mere
clowd-streak restiue upon the lesser hills. The
rush and roar of the twrbulent viver that
washed ita eastern base werve lost at that
height 3 the winds thot strove with the ginnt
pines that hall war climbed its flanks spent
their fury below the summif ; for, at variance
with most meteovological speculation, an eter-
nal calm seemed to invest this serene altitude.
The few Alpine flowers seldom thrilled their
petals to a passing breeze; rain and snow fell
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alike perpendicularly, heavily, and monoto-
nously over the granite bowlders seattered
along its brown expanse.  Although by actoal
measurement an  inconsiderable elevation of
the Sierran range, and a mere shoulder of the
nearest white-faced peak that glimmered in the
west, it seemed to le 2o near the quiet, pas-
glonless starvs, that at nigbt it cavght some-
thing of their calm remoteness. The articu-
late utterance of such a loeality should have
been A whisper; a laugh or exclamation was
discordant ; and the onlinary tones of the
homan voice on the night of the 10h of May,
1868, had a grolesgue incongruity.

In the thick darkuess that clothed the moun-
tain that night, the homan fizure would have
been lost, or confounded with the outlines of
cutlying bowlders, which at such times took
upon themselves the vagoe semblance of men
and sanimals. Hence the voices in the follow-
ing colloquy scemed the more grotesgue and
incongruons from belng the apparent expres-
gion of an upricht monolith, ten feet high, on
the right, and another mnss of granite, that,
reclining, peeped over the verge,
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*“ Hellg ! "

¢ Helle vourself!*’

““ You're late."’

1 lost the trail, and etimbed up the slide,"

Iere followed a stumble, the clatter of
stones down the mountain-side, and an oath
so very human el ondienified that it at once
relioved the bowlders of any complicity of
expression,  The volces, too, were close fo-
gether now, and unexpectedly in quite another
locality.

' Any thing up? ™

Y Locey Napoleon's declared war agin Ger-
many."’

‘¢ Bho-p-p 1"

Notwithstanding this exelamation, the inter-
est of the Iatter speaker was evidently only
polite and perfonctory.  What, indeed, were
the political convalsions of the Old World te
the dwellers on this serene, isolated eminence
of the New?

1 reckon it's s0.” contivued the first
voice. ** French: Pete and that ther feller
that keeps the Duteh procery hev hed a row
over it; emptied their six-shooters into each



