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THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF
PORTLAND.

The Marhor of Portland haz heen known, from the
firgh discovery and sgelllement of Novth America by
Buropeans, as vne of the best, if nok the most commo-
dions, safe and acceasible, of uny on the Atlantic
const. It was well deperibed by Christopher Lewvett,
who visiled it in 1821, and it was sailed into by the
wecat French Navigator, Du Monts, ag eavly as 1603,
As the principal seaport of all the region east of Massa-
chusetts, during the period of eolonial dependence, and
lntterly, as the Commereinl Capitol of the Btate of
Maine, it has heen well lmown, in the eommercial
history of the country. Az a harbor of reluge in case
of storms, or severe weather, it is probably more
resorted to, than any Northern seaport of the United
States.  On the approach of an eagierly gale, hundreds
of vessels drop mnio it, for shelter, as naturally as ships

in the British channel peek the harbor of Portsmouth,
9
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or Southampton, or those of the North Sea make the
port of Sunderland.

Poriland harbor iz 20 eazy of aecess al all conditions
of thé tide, and with any direction of wind ; end withal,
is =0 capacious, deep and well sheltered, that the largest
ships may enter and sceurcly ride, al all times zmd
under all” conditions of the weather, This will be
yuite &E]l.i-ll.l"(‘.]'l[.: hy velwrence 1o the charts of the
Tnited States Const Surves,

For veasoms which are very readily understood,
the City of Portland lws not hevetofore atlained {hat
commercial snecess, to which ler posttion scemed to
cutille her. &he has, however, grown vapidiy info
importance wilkin the last fow years, and is alivacting
attention as the lerminug of the Gronk Trmk Railway
of Canada, the Furopean Packet Stution for the Valloy
of the 5t Lawrence and the West, and the ronte for
the trade and travel between {lic Upper and Logver
Britigh Trovinees. Ter commcerein] Importance may
he congiderad ag fivet established, when measures were
entered upen, to open s more direclt line of commu-
mation by Rullway hbetwesn the St Tawrcnee at
Montreal and the Alantic Oceon at Portland, ond o
cxtend these lines #o0 as o conncet the several British
Provinges with each other and the Tnited Siates
aernsy the breadth of the State of Maine.

The Raibway Svetem of Maine, us it may be called,
includiug its Provineial connections, embraces an aggre-
gate length of more than two thousand miles, built or
in process of construetion,
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This system of Bailway has a gauge of 5 12 feet,
which gives ib a chavacter peculiar to itself; and one
that malkes 1t independent of the nwerow gauge lnes of
New England aud New Yark.

The first practical efforl to carry out ilis Railway
gvstem, was commenced i 1844, As soom os this move-
ment wae wadersiond, and the commercial pozilion of
Portland mude known throngh the publie jownals of
the United States and Canade, an immediaie enbance-
ment of the value of the real estate of the Cily look
place.  Thin was followed by a corvesponding incrense
of busineps  The extent ef this will be readily per-
visived by the following table showing the populition
and valuation of the City st different periods, gs
follows
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A Trapmlation, | St valuntbon, | Citr valubticn.
1794 4.240 | |

1800) 867 -

1210 T.164 i 1,295 |

1820 #5681 : 1,645,185 | REHE b
1321 2 GRb, 620
1222 1 2612910
1828 | 2,504,675
1824 ‘ 8,673,050
1525 8,757,802
g 5,047,087
1827 ! 2 638,204
1528 ' L 2,647,503
1524 i PRGEE YT
1880 | 12,601 ; o A6 648 ! 8ThT AT
1831 (N
14332 3,144,572
1231 3,226 F2d
1344 ! 3,466,506
1835 ;5,99 520
18868 4,580,018
1537 15,837 4 177,674
188 8,000, 4584
1888 4,045,735
1s40 15,215 3,106,514 4 (54,085
1841 4,112 940
1548 4,158,046
15343 4,168,122
1844 4,366,788
1846 4,001,504 4,684,738
15406 4,950,859
1847 5,270,080
1845 18018 5,045,880
1549 &, 4t 664
1HAD ; SLE1Y T.811,a01 13,864,000
1541 PAZR] 1o 15,694,247
1502 AT 16,467,689
1831 91 5HT 17,656,612
1854 25,418 18,962,514
1865 | 27,000 !

This rapid growth of the City from 1844 to 1854 was
meinly atiributeble to the extension of its Railways
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An accouni, of the system of Railwayz ol which
Portland is the terminus, secins essential to the purpoeses
of this paper. We therefore proceed to speak of

THE BAILWAY SYSTEM OF PORTLAND.

There are four distinet and independent lines of
Railway extending or radiating from Portland,

1. Twur Sovrumexy Line is the Portland, Sace and
Portsmouth Kailroad, extending as a Trmk line from
Portland to South Berwick Junction, 38 miles, where
it branches into two lines, one extendiug 1o Portemouth,
N. H. where It unites with the Tastern Railroad
reaching to Salem, and Bodon, a distance of 107 miles
feorn Porddand, the other extending to Dover, Haver
hill and Boston, a distance of ' 11 miles from Portland
to Boston. Thiz line was couyieied from Boston to
Portlaud by the way of Portanouth, Nov. 23, 1842, and
the commection between DBosten sad South Berwick
Junetion by the way of Dover, N. F, was made, July
24, 1843,

2. Tne Westery Lk i the YVork and Cumber-
land Railroad, extending {from TPortland tv Saco river,
at Buston, a distance of 18 miles, to wheh place it
was opened in February, 1853, Tt iz in contrmplation,
by the [ends of this ling, lo extend it westward po as
to connect with the Railwayz of New Hampslive and
unite with the Boston and Maine Bailroad, 13 the
neighborhood of Dover.

IIL Tus Nogrmerw Lovg i3 the Portland aad
Montreal Railroad, formerly called the Atlantic and
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&1, Lowrenee Raileoad, but now known, as the Portland
Section of the Grand Trunk Raitway of Canada. This
line is completed to Montreal, 202 miles, with a Branch
to Quebee of 100 miles. The plan for building this
road was first exteved pom in the fall of 1844, This
moyvement vwas ”‘Jf‘ comnenecmnent of a MO ard in
Maine, The eharter for the Tine in Maine was granted
TFelruary 10, 1845, the work commenced July 4, 1846,
the road opened to Yarmeuth, 12 miles, July 4, 1848,
to Mechanic Falls, 36 miles, in Felvuary, 1840, to Paris,
AT miiles, on the Sth of June, 1850, Lo Belhel, 70 milos,
m March, {351, to Govham, N H, 81 miles, July 25,
1251, to Noclthumberland, N T, 122 miles, July 12,
(%52, and to Idand Tond Jmclion, 149 miles, Fanmary
20, 1858, snd to Bontrenl 202 miles, July 18, 1853
Tdamd Tend is the halfway JHotion, amd the line iz
worked in two scetiors Irom this point—one (rom
Taland Poend to Portbod, and the oilicr, from Idland
Pond o Monizeal.

This Teank line hus the following branches. or con-

neeting lines :

1. The Andoscoggin and Nennehee Railroad, which
branelies at Funville Junetion, 27 miles from Portland,
and extends to Lewiston, Winthrep and Waterville,
55 waifes ; to which place it wos opened December 1,
1450, Fom Watervile, Iast, extends the line of the
Penobeet and Kennebee Tallroad, alecady opened to
Piitalicld, 25 miles, in the direetion of Bangor, to which
place it will be opened in the swnmer of 18565, a dis-
tapoe of 00 miles from Waterville, or 138 miles from
Portland. At Bangor, commences the line of the pro-



