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PUBLISHERS PREFACE.

Tue Advizory Couvctl convened o Drooklyn, March 2pth, 1874,
was s Lieoe o numbers, it included so many distinguished men,
anc was called to eonsider questions of such substantial and en-
during importance to the fratemity of Congregstional churches,
that. beyond almost any similar body  herctofore  convend, it
attracted public attention @ and the more or less foll scoonts of
its procoedings which have been already pulilishéd have heen
widely read. Looview, however, of the prominence and importance
of the Council, a peneral desire has been expressed to have a more
complete repart of 15 discussions than has thus far appeared,
presented ina volume for permanent prescrvation

Anticipating  the  probability: of (his, he commitices of the
churches calling the Council had mwade arrangements beforehand
for o complete stenographic report of all its public discussions and
proceedings, by M Frederick J. Warburton ; soed that report his
been placed at the disposal of the present publishers, and s con
tained in this volume.

Arrungements bl nlso been made for a similar report of the
private deliberations of 1he Council, i it should seem desirable to
the hady itself to have such a record made of them.  But as the
Council preferred, no doubt wiscly, Lo preserve the entively eon-
fidential character of the mformal and interlocatory discussions of
its private sessions, no repovt of them exisis,  The  Result,” which
was reached by means of them, is their only authentic record and
fruit.

That Result is contained in the present volume: as is also the
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iv PURLISHERS' PREFACE,
correspondence between the churches, which preceded the eailing
of the Council and the final report of the committees to the
churches that iovited L

The publishers lave spared no pains to make the volume
aceurate and satsfactory, inits exhibition of all the public words
andl doings of the Council.  They believe that the importance of

the subjects discussed will give 1t o permanent as well as an bo-

mediate mterest amd valoe, —amt only 1o lhe Congregational
churches of the country, but 1o the members of other Christian
communions, who may wish to know what Congrepationalism is,
anc what power ic has to conserve: the purity and the faith of the
churches,

Une of the publishers, having been o member of one of 1the com-
mittees of Lhe inviting churehes, desires o add here bis Lestlmony
i the entire harmony which marked the proccedings of those
committees, in regard to the weighty malters entrusted 1o e,
frome the tme when (he frst resolulions were passed appointing
them te their ofiice, Gl the tine when thelr final report was made
tor the churches which had appointed them, and when they were
dizchiarzed from further service.

He has never scen o company of Christian men norve desirous
to o fully and Geathiully, but to do nethiog bevond, what the
churches intended ; or more cértainly actuated by the spint of love
(o the cause and kingdom of the Divine Master.  He cannot bul
believe that such deliberations and action as those of the churches
and their egnumittess, and of 1the Council in which these resalied,
will be followed by the blessing of Him who is the Head of the

kingdam, and will be found to have been to His honor and praise |

New Yoo, June, 1874.
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LETTER-MISSIVE.

BrooknyN, N Y., March o, 1874

The Chawelt of e Pifevinee, and e Clinton dAvenne
Comrregativieal Clarely, SEND GREETING :
PDear Berernerex aow CHorisT

Since November Iast we hove been in cm'rcﬂlmndcncc,
throtgh our pastors and special commitiees, with the Tly.
moath Churcht in this city, on certain questions of chureh-
discipling, and of the proper [ellowship of Congrogational
churchos.

The oceasion of this correspondence, with our letters, and
the letters and resolutions of the Plymouth Choreh in reply,
witl be found fully spread focth o the docwments accompeuy-
g this Letter-Missive, amd o the cxpluntory stalemont
preparced, at our reguost, by our committees,

We heve now reached apoint where we feel sursclves to
need, and at Therty to seek, the aid of the wisdom of other
chnrches ; that we may know how far what we have done is
approved by them, and what course we shoeld propoecly Dollow
in the future

We have destred, and, as our letters will show, have earnestly
sought, that all the questions at issue between us, on the one
hand, and the Plemouth Church on the other, shoold be sub-
mitted by that church, as by us, to a Council chosen in com-
mon,

We have not heen alde to obtain from that chureh a deci-
sive answer, cither in the affirmative or in the negative, to this
request 3 aned the further protvacting of our correspondence
appears to ns incypedicnt, in view of the delayvs connected
with it, of its comparative [ruitlessness hitherto, and of the
mutually suspicious and hostile fecling which it has shown
itsell liable to excite.

We therefore whotly lay aside any effort to secure a Coun-
i



