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PREFACE

My objeet in writing the following pages is to
throw light on » subject on which meany im-
portant misconceptions prevail Even educsted
people are content to speak &s if the ¥our
Gospels had no history at all, or as if they
first appearad in the fonrth century A, coming
from sn wnknown source. This treatise, there-
fore, will not be wholly uscless if it makes it
clear that the Canonical (tospels were beyond
all doubt reeeived as The Four Authoritative
Gospels at loast ono hundred and twenty years
before Constantineg established Christianity as
the State religion. Neither the first Christian
emperor (311-3387 ADp.), aor the great Council
of Niesa (325 A0.), had anything to do with
“ peleeting,” a8 some have supposed, our Four
out of & large number of Gospels. If gur Gospels

. were aver “seleoted ” (and did not rather hold a

position of authority from the first}), the selection
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tock place apart from the worldly influence of &
balf-pagan emperor, and certainly mora than a
century before his reign. In the time of Con-
stantine, cur Gospels bad wlready & long and
honourable history behind them.

But 1 do not write these pages sinply to dis-
prove the notion that the Gospels first became
anthorities in the fourth eentury ac Still
mora prevalent is the more plausikle eontention
that the Four Gospels (with the exception of
8. Luke} are not to e traged during the hundred
and fifty yoars which Immediately followed Our
Lord's death. One objeet of this book is to show
that this contention is false, and that even if it
werg true, it would be midleading. The main
features of the Story of Christ's Life can he
traced beck continucusly to within thirty yeers
of His death. The narretive cannot be shaken,
even if the nsual anthorities for it be proved to
be more recent than we belisve.

The argument might have been much strength-
ened by & statement of the evidence to be derived
from the use of one or all of our Four Gospels
by the chief schools of hereties of the second
gentury. Even the author of *SBupernsabural
Religion" edmits that the evidenee to be derived
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from Mareion's Gospel proves the sxistence of our
Gospel of 8. Luke 8s early as 140 Ap. But this
cvidence, together with other evidenee drawn
from phe practive of heretical schocls, iz not
given hers, because it comsists chiefly of &
mass of linguistic defail Tt may, however, be
mentioned that all schools of Christian Cloostics
of the second eentury, the Ophites, the Basili-
deans and the Bastern and Western schools of
the Yalentinians all alike appealed o our Gospel
of 8 John,

On the other hand, I have been eareful to
notice any evidence recently brought to light
Such evidence will be found chiefly under
“Tatien"” and “Hermasz"” T have aleo tried to
impart some freshness to the treatment of the
subject by drawing from the original authorities
wherever it was poasible.  This is capecislly the
case with Eusebius, Justin, and Tatian,

The rdle of an Apologist Is ao unpopular one,
for it is supposed to he impompatible with a
genuine search for truth. I confess that I am
not dispassionate; I am not indifferent which
way the controversy is decided. I rejoice that
I am led to the conclusion that the evidence for
the authority of onr Gospels is not weak but
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atrong, Yet such a temper can well coexist
with a resolution to learn the truth. A eom-
plﬂtc Apologist haa to apologize to himeelf as
well a3 to his fellow-men; what is meat for
them is meat for him ; husks for them are husks
for him too,
W, K. B
CAMBRINGE,
Hebruary, 1893,

.



