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A CALM VIEW

TEMPERANCE QUESTION.

By CHANCELLOR CROSEY, o¥ NEw YoRE.

An Address delivered in Tremont Temple, Jan. 10, 1881,
in the Boston Monday Lecture Course.

object of temperance socleties i8 to prevent dronk-
ennoss. The eardinal principle in these socleties is

total abstinence from all that ean intoxicate. That
total abstinence, If adopted by all, will prevent drunken-
neas no one will dispute. The object of temperanece socie-
tles would be gained.

Eut two questions ariss after contemplating these propo-
sitions: first, will this plan of total abstinence be adopted i
and, secondly, ought it to be adopted? The frst question iz
prudential, the second is moral,

THE, FRUDEXTIAL QUESTION.

1. Will the plan of total abstinence from all that in-
toxicates be received by men in general? We desire
to use in ail measures of reform a plan that is practica-
ble. We cannot be satisfied with mere testimony to a
theory that will be unprodoctive of results. Herein re-
form differa from religion. Heliglon demands adhesion to
a truth stamped by the conscience, even though that truth
find no other adberent, But reform lies in the domain of
the expedient, It seeks to make society better, and if &
cannot raiee society to the highest legel Yo weiee W B
bigh as it ean. It will not prefer Lo ek sotieny walkes W
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caugs it cannot place it in an ideal Utopia. The most reli-
gious and eonsclentions man will ba glad to see men leave
off atrife and discord, even if they do not act from the high-
eat motives or atiain to the heighta of a genuine charity.
His consclence will not be injured by their improved condi-
tion, however much he would like to see them still more
enlightened. It is an important point to make clear to the
mind this distinetion between the conduct of reform and the
movement of personal religion, for eonfusion hera has led to
much false action. A common argument of the radical agi-
tator is that his conscience cannot stop short of total absti-
neoee in the temperance question, and on that groand he
will not have any affillation with one who seeks to subdoe
the intemperance of the land by any other method. Buot his
argument is a complete swon seguifur. His conscience con-
cerns his own personal habite. In the matter of other peo-
ple's habits he is gimply to do the best the circumstances
allow. The conscience that prescribes his personal habits
may make him long to see others like him, and may make
him work to that end, but {t cannot reboke him if that end
is not attained, but only an approximation is gained ; nay, it
should make him work for the approximation with all zeal.
Too often that which is called conscience is mere obsti-
nacy of opinion and personal pride. A large part of the
fanaricism that history records has been made in this way.
Men have gone to the stake as martyrs, or sufferers for con-
seience’ sake, when the heresy they profeszed mever went
deeper than their sentiment, and might readily have bheen
altersd by a free judgment. While this fact doea not justify
their persecutors or palliate their guilt, yet it certalnly de-
tracts from the merit of the martyrdom. In this matter of
arresting the progress of drunkenness we may have very
different views of the means to be used, and we may consci-
entionaly adbere te oor own plan of working toward the
end, but we cannot conscientiossly object to the means em-
ployed by others unless they contain sn immorality. Nay,
mors, we must conscientiously wish them saccess.
If this prineiple of sympathy and co-aperation ou the part
of 217 who seek the abatement of internperance were ouce
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established, wa should see affecta that are now thwarted by
the divigione and mutual hostility of those who profess to
have the same end io view. Quoe of the reasons for this con-
firmed hostility of the total-abstinence advocates againsg
the reformers who do not adopt that priociple is found io
the power of & false usage. I refer to the word * tem-
perance.”

MEANING OF THE WORD “ TEMPERANCE."

The word has been violently wrested from ite legitimate
meaning. By & persistent use of & moderate word for radi-
cal Measures the great unthinking publle, so far as they are
seakers for the common good, bave been led to zee in thesa
radical measures the only gath of duty. They have learned
to eoosider all that was opposed to the party called by the
name of temperance as inimical to temperance, and 80 have
enormonsly ewelled the radleal ranks by their unenlightened
adbesion. The label has been affized to the wrong goods,
and the unsuspecting purchaser bas not noticed the fact.
So potent bas been this deception that I undertake to say
that there are thousande of worthy citizens who have no
other idea of the word ‘*temperance ™ than that it means
the total abstinence from all that can intoxicate. Withsuch
we have to begin with first principles. We bhave to show
them that the Latin femperantio signifies the moral guality
of moderation or discrestness, and that the English word
# temperance,” as uaed in all good standard English works,
means precisely the same thing. We bave to show them
that the tempersts zone does not mean & zone which tutally
abstaine from ecld or beat, but a zone that iz moderate in
both ; that a temperate bebavior is mot & behavior that
totally abstains from severity, but one that is steady and
reasonable in its course; as Cieero says (¥ Fam.™ 12, 27):
# Eat antem ita temperatis moderatisque moribus ut summa
gaveritas summi com homanitate jongatur.”  Avnd while
guoting Cicero I may quote his definitions of temperance pa
given in bis ¢ De Finibus *—first, ¢ Temperantia est modera~
tio cupiditatnm, rationi obediens™ (%, 15, Sy 4 wnd, wremmdiog .,
“ Temperantia est qum, n Tebus auk expeiemdie Bk tdems



