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PREFACE.

——
L]

The frequent complsints made of the inscourscies
contained in Mr. Barrett's * History and Antiquities
of the City of Bristol,” and of the litile dependence
to ba placed in the statements of most of his snecessors
in the same line, has indnced me to put forth this little
work, in which some of the most palpable errors of the
writers referred to are examined, with a view to ascer-
tain show far they will bear the fest of criticiem. As
the History of Bristol is yet to be written, I have
thought that by this publication some trifling assistance
might be rendered to the venturesome individual, whe,
desirous of undertaking the hagardous task, has the
ﬂn@am‘mrequiaitennthanﬂ, withont which it would
be folly to attempt it, namely, time, a love of his subject,
and monsy—ihe latter to lose—aqf course. He must come
to his labour without prej ; throw aside’ the idle
gossip of his predecessors; off the myths of the
Middle Ages, for stern realifies; and the fictions of
monkery, for facts remlting from investigation. What-
ever is written of Bristol mow must be the record of
truth, or it were better not to be written at ell.

Bome of the subjects in this volume have been par-
tinlly treated of in my former publications; but as they
are either out of print or-otherwise inaccessible to the



vi

masses, the present work has been issued for the purpose
of giving, at a cheap rate, & more extended cireulation
to opinions which I have long cherished in regard to
certain passages ir. Bristol History and Biography, &e.
GEORGE PRYCE.

Crry Lingany,
Bristol, Janmary, 1858,



TURGOT.

“Tf any fith may be reposed in the menaseripts of Rowlay,
woa find in the seoount of the Carcellers, that Turgol was
assuredly of this place. Turgoile born of Saxonas Parents yan
Bristows Toune"

Jacon Berant.*

“ This Targot is said to ba & Bristol man.”

WirriaM Binnsrr 4

Perhaps there is no provineial fown in England, the
history of which has been so trifled with, as that of
i To Thomas Rowley, who ia represented as
& priest residing here in the fifteenth century, has been
ascribed the suthorship of numerous manuscripts con-
faining narratives relating to the old town, whioh long
65 genuine; but which are now regarded as the
mventions of that unfortunats genins Thomas Chatterton.
In addition to these fictions there are a goodly number
of manuseript oalendars, which have an equally mis-
chievous tendency, becanse they claim cur confidence
as being the presumed prodnctions of men contemporary
with the times of which they write, and the events
they profess to chronicle, Of such aids our local his-
torians have largely availed themselves ; and by doing
s0 they have rendered their works almost useless as
suthorities on the subjects on which a few of them
have expended no mean amount of labour.

* Observations npon the Posms of Thomas Rowley, p. 571,
+ History and Antiguities of the City of Bristal, p. 31. -
B



