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Tue following pages were contributed by the writer to the second edition of
*Baxter's Library of Agricultural and Horticultural Knowledge.” The pub-
lisher having shown the MS. to some of his horticultural friends, lias besn
urged by them to publish it in a separate form, from their conviction of its prac-
tical utility. The difficulty of obtaining useful information from modern
publications on Floriculture is often experienced. The diffuse manner in
which the subject is usually treated, deters many from a pursuit so interesting
in itself, and so well calculated to cherish the best feelings of our nature. Any

. compendious treatise, therefore, on the cuitivation of Flowers, merits aiten-
tion. How far the writer bas sueceeded in discovering a plan to facilitate the
progress of thia art, must be left to the decision of the experienced cultivator :
all that need be here said in commendation is, that the facts and divections are
the results of experience, or have been gleaned from the best authorities.

The construction of the Tables, as regards the arrangement, is entirely new,
and the reference to the modes of culture and propagution so complete, that
their value cannot fail to be appreciated. The scientific nama of every plant
has been carefully accented, and its derivation designated by Iialic letters.
The acute accent (/) denotes such vowels as are sounded short, as Campd-
nula; and the grave (') ie placed over those spunded Iong, as Linkria. The
systematic names are distinguished as classical, 7. e. names applied to them by
the ancients, by the first letter being in Italic, as Déphne ; as commemorative,
by the terminating letier or letters being in Italic, as Dicksonia ; and as abo~
riginal, or of uncertain derivation, by the whole word being in Italic, as
Caldlpa. The other names are formed in almost every case from the Greek,
bist sometimes from the Greelc and Latin. '

The Tables have also been published in the form of & Chart, for the con-
venience of gardeners, and those engaged in the propagation of Plants and
Shrubs,















