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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

It has been trathfully said thot posterity loves details,.  When
we contemplate the men who have lived before us, amd left
impressions of their acts upen the soeial aspect of the genera-
tion in which they moved, we fecl a great desire to become
how they spent
their time not devoted to those puble dutics which have given

acquainted with the details of their daily lives,

them o title te o place in history, what were thelr recreations
in times of lefsure, and who wore thelr family assoeintes and
their eliosen companions in private.  Historie men really form
a part of onr own being, for the mian of to-day iz only the more
complete man of a thousand vears ago, made so by the inter-
vening experiences,  In this unity, felt;, even though not com-
prehended by uvs all, doubtless lies the secret spring of our
vearnings for knowledge respecting the past life of the raco
whicl render History and Biography speeinlly atiractive.

Or all the records of men's doings, none possess so lively an
interest, becanse so evidently trothful, as Drarigs—the current
Listory of the common every-day life of the mwen who made the
clironicles of moving events, even while the majestic procession
of the hours was passing by, In these, Posterity finds those
details it so moel loves, The general historian must necessari-
Iy omit many of them; and the Liograpler too often leaves
them unnoticed while unfolding to view the public acts of his
subject. And so the world leses the best elements of history,
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by which one age may judge philosophically of the character of
another, as revealed by the knowledge of their common life.

There is a continunl and rapidly growing desive in the hearts
of Americans to know more and more of the life and character
of Washington, in all it minute details.  We listen with the
most cager attention to the words of revercd men (now o few)
who have scen the Farner oF ms Covstey; and the memory
rieceives these narratives so perfectly, that, amid the thousand
other impressions, they are never effaced. Fortunately for
posterity, Washington was emincntly a man of method. 1e
was carcful about small things as well as great; and it was his
cnstom, from early vears, to make a veeord of the events of his
daily life, for fatare reference.  This habit he continned nntil
the elose of hislite: and these potes, kept in books of eonvenient
gize for carrving i the pocket, furnish some of the most interest-
ing pictures of the habits and waodes of thinking of the beloved
Ilero and Sage, that have come down to ns.  Many of them
have disappesared, aud are doubtless lost forever, Like the
Sitiylling leaves, they are becoming more preécious as their
nambers decrease ; and we onght to take speeial eare that the
contents of those that remain shall not be lost.  To do this, the
ageney of the printing-press must be evoked in multiplying
copies, in numbers sufficient to gnarantee the preservation of
the precious words.

The Diaries printed in the fllowing pages, constitute some
of the most inportant of Washington's private records, heing
made while he and his compatriots were arranging and putting
in motion the machinery of pur federal governmment. They
are comprised in two little volumes, nomberad respectively, 13,
and 14, They are oblong in form, about four inches in width,
and six inches in length, and contain from sixty fo eighty
leaves,

All of Washington’s earlier diaries were kept on the blank



; this WIane, are in pl ivate handﬁ. Afew ﬂiuathaﬁm
Hﬂmﬁnﬁmrf notes have been inserted to render some ob-
‘servations clearer to the reader. ..

B. 4. L.

~ Naw Yo, Jaly, 1860,






