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PREFACE

——

There are many who believe that Mental Arithmetic
is one of the most valuable atudies in a school cur-
ricuilum. There ean be no doubt that if the subject
is properly taught it develops a habit of concentration
of mind, which is one of the most desirable ends to
be attained by any scheme of education. This hahit
is not acquired, however, by constantly performing
operations with small numbers or by solving many
easy problems which require but litile mental effort,
but rather by working examplea of gradually increas-
ing diffienlty, until the pupil is enabled twith sffort to
golye problems whose solution might seem to be almost
impossible, without resort to ciphering. This babit
of concentration, when once it has become established,
maekes the scquisition of knowledge rapid and delight
ful, and the development of intellectual power notice-
ably great.

The plan adopted in this book contemplates not
only the attainment of this end, but also another object
of equal importance, —the development of the reason-
ing faculty. The problems are arranged upon a pro-
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4 FREFACE

gressive plan, and the pupil is guided by explanations
and suggestions until he is able to devise methods
of solution for himself. The book thus follows the
method of development which has proved so success-
ful in the auther’s other works,

It will be seen at once that the book is not a
collection of easy problema designed to give the stu-
dent practice in the simple processes of arithmetie,
mor is it an exercise book to accompany & work on
written arithmetie. It may be used with profit to
Bup_plf:mfmt‘ such a work, and it gives, also, abundant
dnll in computing; but it constitutes in itself an
independent book, furnishing such a thorough course
in arithmetic, that it will give to pupils who master
it not only more than common skill in computing,
and more than ordinary ability in reasoning, but also
a firm grasp of the gemeral prineciples of the science.

W. J. M.
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ADDITION

———

1 1. A boy has 2 cents in one pocket and 1 cent in

another pocket. How many cents has he?

2. Ises2birdson afence and 2 birds on the ground.
How many birds do T see?

3. A boy ate 2 apples and had 3 apples left. How
many had he at first ?

4. George paid 3 cenis for his lunch and had 8 sents
left. How much had he at first ?

8. 1 walked 4 milea the first hour, and 8 miles the
saeond. How far did T walk in the two hours ?

6. An apple cost 3 cents and an orange 5 cents.
How much did both cost?

7. Kate paid 6 cents for some ribbon and 4 ecents
for candy. How much did she pay for both?

8. Mary had 5 books and bought 5 more. How
many had she then ?

9. There were 6 lilies on one stalk and 5 on another.
How many lilies were there on both stalks ?

10. In one Toom there were & windows and in
another 7. How many were there in both rooms ?
T



