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PREFACE

WHEN the following articles were begun as

editorials in ‘Tee JourwaL of the Ameri-
can Medical Asmociation, I had no idea that they
would be reprinted subsequently, much less that
they would be repablished under my name. Re-
guegts that all the articles be united, however, have
been received and Tae JoursaL has decided to ssae
them, as collected, in the present form.

I have hesitated o attach my name to the reprint,
since it is not a report of clinical and laboratory
work af mine, but simply a review of the work of
others. If, however, the pamphlet be successful
in helping to clarify the ideas of American practi-
tioners regarding the complex questions discussed,
and, especially, if it protect physicians and, through
them, the public, to a certam extent from the nos-
trum mongers who are misleading not enly the pro-
fession but the public by their claims based on a
theory that has long been recognized as fallacious,
I shall be glad to have assumed the responsibility of

No one who grows can escape the pain of being
forced, now and then, to sactifice dearly cherished
opinions; but if truth be followed, a satisfaction is
always gained superor to that which has been
lost. Emerson put it well:

Hearilly noss,
g i
LEWELLYS F. BARKER.
BarTimore, Nov, 1gth, 1904,
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INTRODUCTION.

New Facte and Theories Concerniag TUrle Acld Only Blowly
Asaimilated by the Professlon—Ressons Therefor—
Faclle Poblications—Unbridled Commercialiam—Purpose
of the Present Beview,

In the slow hut steady advance which medicine is
making, new facts are often established for 4 lonyg
time before they meet with general aceeptanece, and
old theories have had their foundations waghed out
from under them years or decades before their fal-
lacies have become generally recognized by the pro-
fession. It ia easy to be too severe in eriticizing the
imertia of medical men in this respect, for the very
eonservatism which aceounts for the facts men-
tioned hae gone far to protect our guild from the
too speedy weleoming of immature conceptions, on
the one hand, and from the too easy rejection, on
the other, of theories which, under assauli hy
partisan or ignorant eritics, prove nltimately to be
gound. - It iz not an uonwillingness to accept new
truth nor a desire stnbbornly to retain error which
is characteristic of our profession. On the con-
trary, it is rather the fear of being duped concern-
ing the now or of heing cheated of old and well-
tried good which animates it and determines ita
action or inaction,

Now that the media of communication among
physicians have been so marvelously multiplied, it
may be urged that the excuge for a continuance in
ignorance regarding mediesl facts and theories is
not what it formerly was. Medical journals are,



