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PREFACE

The age in which we live is distingnished by vigorous
and uu:g;sful cultivation of the Arta, I.ihbrztum, and
Science. In every civilized counfry, men illustrious for
talent, worth, and learning, are earnestly engaged in
enlarging the boundarics of knowledge. But unfortu-
nately, the vast and daily increasing results of their

Inbour remain bidden thus are of little or no ser-
x'ieu,] from the want of some ready means of referemce
to them.

Severnl years have now elapsed sinece the complaints
of the I'ublic on the necessity of a Printed Cutalogue
of the British Muscum Library sroused the attention
of Parlinment.  Voluminous evidence was then taken;
:Jml '-‘Jl.:lﬂ tlu:l witn?es that were oxun:;:]ejd. much as

rey differed in other points, were gen agreed as
to I:J{le unlimited beheﬁt.!:n that wau]dgrisult gom a good
Printed Catalogue. The sums so liberally voted year
by year mre a convincing proof that money is not
wanting.  Yet it has been concluded that grave impe-
dimenty exist in the woy of accomplishing this object.

On the Continent the same dithculty has been ex-
perienced, for there, it o rs, Printed Catalogues of
the large Libraries are either not extant, or, if com-
meneed, bave not been completed,  For instance, the
Imperial Library at Paris, eonsisting, it is said, of above
1,000,000 Printed Works amd 100,000 MSS, has not
complete Catalogue although the Lilrarians have been
engaged on one for more than a century.
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At the British BMuseum Library numberin
mmvolumes,a&ermaso mufe&taloguing
at & cost that in 1853 amounted already to 100,00
(vide Parliamentary Debates), has not yet published
any such necessary auxiliary for the service of British
intellact

It is vorthy of remark and also highly creditable
to the Trustees of the British Museum, that they first
originated and have persevered the longest in the desire
of printing & Catalogue as india;m‘ﬁlo for turning to
proper account the treasures of the Library. When
they desisted from urging that end, it was not from an
insensibility to its advantages, but only from the pres-
sure of the objections, and the adverse opinions of the
Commission appointed to inquire respecting the Muscum,

It is stated that the manuscript Catalogne, which is
accessible to the frequentors of the Reading-room, if
it is not eatisfuctory, iz the best of all existing Cat~
alooues; and that if tho iden of its being improved
and printed is all hut abandoned, it §s in eonsupuence
of the intrinsic difficulties which have been found to
surround the formation of Catalogues of large Libraries

The present Essay inquires what these difficulties are
with a view tg solve the problem of their removal. It
will be a source of great satisfaction to the writer if
the result of his labours shall be to further the accom-
plishment of the greatest boon that can be conferred
on Literature—n really successful Printed Catalogue
of its invaluable treasures,

Loxpox :

May, 1856,
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