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PREFACE.

TaE substance of the following pages was delivered
in an estemporancous discourse on the last Lord's
day of August, 1864, before the Christian State Mis-
sionary Meeting, held at Columbus City, Towa, by
Elder Jonas Hartzel, and a copy was, by resolution
of the meoting, unanimously requived for publication,
and the mannseript to be put into the hands of the
Executive BDoard, aml published under the anspices
of the Seciety. Dut fecling that the object of the
movers would be better accomplished by placing the
whole matter into the hands of the author, he being
willing to assume all responsibilities in the case, the
Executive Board have cheerfully concurred in the
arrangement. They would have published it as di-
rected by the Sociely, believing it to be a valuable
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contribution to Christian Lterature, on a most im-
portant subject ; but with 1he advice and concurrence
of the suthor, they beliove that the objects of the
Society will he more fally accomplished by putting
the matter under his direction and control.  We
commend it to the reading public and to the blessing
of God.

JANES CHIALLEN,
CHAS. LESELIE, E gegutive Board
WAl GIEAY,

DavERTORT, June &, 1863,



THE COVENANTS.

“Warkerore remeiber, that ye being in time past Gen-
tites i the flesh, who are called nneivenmeision by that
which is called the cireumecision in the flesh made by hands;
that at that time ve were withont Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of lsracl, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no bope, and withont God in
tho world, But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes
were afar ofl are now made nigh by the blood of Clrist.”
{ Eph. i, 11-13.)

“Maving no hope, and withent God in the world®  This
langunze is deseriptive of the most forlorn condition ever
contomnplated.  This state may be expresscd, ot not ex-
plained.  1F owr imagination woere improved a himdred-fold,
and quickened to dtg lighest point of capability, it would
uot be pereeption, if would be iwacinadion glill. Think of
it—a pesple “havieg oo bepe, sl withont Gad o the
world.”

Of whom was this affiered ¥ O onraclves,  OF ns, poor,
lidpless Gentiles.  But why were onr Gentile fathers * with-
out hope and withomt God dn the worlil ¥ Beconse they
had wo promise,  Bot why had they no promise ¥ Beeanse
they had no covenant—no covenant with God.  The order
is covenant, promize, hepe, God |

No covenant, no promise, no hope, no God. The Jews
had covenants ; they had promises, they ol bope, they had
God,  They hod God, as oo peopls ent of covenant eonld
have God,  They hond . God for oll {hat t
worth to them.

It iz so commercially, as respocts man with man.

e covenant was
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There ave commercial covenants, commercial promises,
commercial hopes,  Yor covenant with & man for money,
or chattels 3 ont of that covenont arises a promise ; ont of
that promise¢ originates a hope; and you bave the man
pledged for all the covenant is worth, It may be one
dollar, o it many T ome thousam] dollags.

But what is o covenant? A muteal contract ov agree-
ment of two or more persous to do or forbear some act or
thing : a contract, stipulation.  The ctymological meaning
of the word s, o coming togetber.  God and man have
never come (ogether in this worlil without eovenants,
however it may be in the woold to come,

Hence the CGentiles havinr no covenant, thoy woere
Ustramrers,” “aliens,” “having no hope, and withoot God
im (L owoeldT This was the condifion of the (eniiles, of
all the Genitles.  Belftwe tliey conld Lhave hope or God in
the world, they had to be brought into covenant, covenant
relations, as we shall gee.

In order that we may have o more full and satisfactory
understunding of the subject, we must exiopine the records.
Covenants nsnally are matters of veeord.  There are many
covenanets in the Bible ; bat there ave enly Four that have
a loricul commection with the suljeet in hawl,  Theses are
e fiest and the thind covenanis God made with Alrabaen,
and what nre in Bible langaaze styled the *old” and “new”
covenants.  These we will exumine in their order.

We now invite attention to the first: © Now the Lord
had said nofo Abeam, Geb thee ont o (hy countey, ad
from thy kindeed, and from thy father’s honse, nuto a land
that 1 will show thee : and T will make of thee a great na-
fion, and T will bless thee, awl imake thy name great ; and
thon shalt L a Pessing :oand L will blesa them thal bless
thee, and curse hio that envseth thee : and in thee shall all
Families of the carth be Blesged” {(Gen. xii, 1, 2, 3.) This
promize is a covenant, sud is so called in the New Testa-
ment,
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Now it was for Abram to accept or reject the conditions
of this covenant. If he bad continued in his conntry, and
in his {ather's honse, there would have been no covenant,
and Abram would have remained a hopeless and podless
idolater,  {(Seo Joshua xxiv, 2,

20 Abram departed as the Loed had spoken unto him,”
Now Alram had & covenant § he had promises, he had hope,
he had Geed for the fullillment of all these promises, and
Goal hiad Fhe snan Abraae, to nae him Tor all the wise and
bemelicent purposes proapeacd to himsell aml mankod, botl
Jow and Gentile,

Tu this covenant we have all the gevms of the remedial
system.  The salvation of the world was snzpended on a
fearful continoeucy, “to speak after the manner of men”
Il strong the attachments to countey, to kindeed, and (o
home! What a conflict of motives were: involved ! Bt
with God there 18 no failare.  The heart of Abram was in
the hand of the Lord.  frod saw the end from the berimning,
Amd that whicl was first in design was Tast in (he cxecu-
tion : “In thee shall all familics of the cartle be blessed”
“Praise the Lord ali ye Genbiles, and lawd him all ye
people™  This covenant was made with an individual,
Note this fact. It will be of geest noportance in the
clucidation of the snbject,

Then Gol made another covenant with Abram : * Apd
when Abram was niety years old and nine, the Lord ap-
peared to Abram, and said nuto him, 1 sm the Almighty
Giod ; walk before me, and be thow perfect. And I will
make my covenant between me and thee, and will mul-
tiply thee exceedingly,  And Abram fell on his Fage : and
God talked with biog, savine, As for me, belold, my cove-
nant is with thee, and thon shalt be a father of muny nations.
Neither shudl thy name any more be ealled Abram, but thy
naiine shall bo Abeabiam 3 for o father of many nations lave
I made thee,  And 1 will make thee exceedingly feaitfal,
and [ will ke nations of thee, and kings shall come out



