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PREFACE.

For several years the Grammar of the Gaelic language
by the Ttev. Dr Stewart of Moulin has bean out of
print. This has been a source of regret to scholars and
gtudents of that tongue. Not but that thers are other
Grammara of real value, which it would be anjust either
to 1gnore or to depreciate, and which have served, and
are serving, an excellent purpose in connection with
Celtic Literature. But the Grammar of Dr Stewart has
pecnliar features of its own which give it a permanent
value. Ttis distinguished by its simplicity, coneiseness,
snd philosophical accuracy. No Grammar of any lan-
guage bears on its pages the marks of real and profound
scholarship, in so far as it goes, more than does the
Grammar of Dr Stewart. One cannot read & sentence
of il without seeing how earefully he had collected his
materials, and with what judgment, caution, and sags-
city he hus compared them and drawn his conclugions.
His discussions upon the Article, the Noun, the Verb,
and the Preposition, are ample evidence of this. It is
no doubt true that a rauch fuller discussion is, with the
more sbundant resources of modern schoiarship, com-
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petent and desirable, but, so far a8 he goes, Dr Stewart's
treatment of the subject is of & masterly character.

That there are defects to be found in the work is
very trne.  On the subject of Syntax his disquisitions
are deficient in fulness, and there is & want of
grammatical exercises throughout. It was at first
thought desirable by the publishers and their advisers
to remedy these defeets by introducing fuller notices
on the subject of Syntax, and a considerabie number
of grammatical exercises from other sources cpen to
them. But it was finally deemed best in every vicw of
it to give Stewart’s work just as he had left it, and that
is done Lere with the exception of & list of subseribers'
names in the introdoetion. Messrs Maglachlan and
Stewart are doing the literary community a serviee in
republishing this volome, and thanks are specislly due
to the Royal Celtic Soeiety of Edinburgh, a socisty
which hes done much to fostor the interests of education
in the Highlands, and which has given substantial aid
towards the agoomplishment of this nndertaking,

Tres. M'LaucHLAN,

EoixeveaH, 18t August 157d,
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INTRODUCTION.

Tur utility of o Grammar of the Seottish Gaelic will be
variously appreciated. Home will be disposed to deride the
wain endeavour to restore vigour to a decaying superannuated
langmaga, Those who reckon the extirpation of the Gaelic a
necessary step toward that general extension of the Euglish
which they deem essential to the political intercst of the
Highlands, will condemn every project which scems likely to
rotard its extinetion. Thoss who eonsider that there are many
parta of the Highlands, where the inhabitants can, st present,
receive no usefnl knowledge whatever exeept through the
channel of their native tongue, will probably be of opinion
that the Gaelic onght ut least to be tolerated. Vet thees too
masy condemn as useleas, if not unltimately detrimental, any
attempt to coltivate its powers, or to prolong ita existemce.
Othorm will entertsin a different opinion. They will judge
from experience, as well as from the nature of the case, that
no mesanre merely of & litersry kind will prevail to hinder
the progress of the English language over the Highlands;
while general convenience and emolument, not to mention
piivate emulation and vanity, conspire to facilitate its intro
ducticn, and prompt the natives to its acquisition. They



