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PLAIN AND EASY ‘ACCOUNT

THE BRITISH FERNS.

WHIRXIN

EACH SPFECIES 18 FARTICULABLY DESCRIBED TNDER ITS
EESFEOTIVE GENTS AND THE CHARWCTERISTICS
OF THOSE GENERA GIVEN IN WORDE
OF COMMON UBE.

WITH

A GLOBSARY OF THCHNICAL TEEMY,

ERRYING A8 & EEY TCU LARGEER TREEATIINS.
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PREFACE.

Tar present Outline of our Bririss Feaxs ia
mainly indehted to the following works, though
I have not considered myself bound implicitly
to abide by them. While freely using their
asmistance therefors, I Fﬂtuﬁlu not claim their
authority.

‘An Aoelysis of the DBritish Ferns”’ By
George Francis, ».r.s.; 4th edition. London:
Simpkin, Marshall, and Co., Stationers’-hall-
Court, 1850. The arrangement of the genera
herein is simple, casy, satisfactory; and well
and clearly delineated in the respective figures ;
the definitions and sccounts of each species are
ample and minute; aalight record of the natural
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habitats (or localities where to be found) of each
is added; the whole is sn'excellent littleinstrnctor
to those who alrendy understand, or can else-
where make themselves masters of the techmical
terms of Botany, employed in this as elso in the
other books mentioned.!

Much the same order is adopted in Sowerby's
‘Eoglish Botany,' Single No. Class XXIV,
Cryptogamia, Order 1, Filices Ferna," PP- 29,
pl. 43.—The definitions here also are useful,
though less elaborated; the plates beautifully
executed, and often, but not always, very
faithful. To a beginner, therefore, it is &
welcome guide, s actvally presenting to the
eye what it might be more diffienlt to dis-
tinguish by mere verbal deseriptions, especially
when conveyed in scientific expressions. The

¥ T heve oow appended & GHlossary, explanetory of the
prinoipal technical snd other seientiflc tarms ocewrring in
works on Preridology.
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classification employed by these two authors,
and sanctioned more or less by cthers, is chiefly,
though not absolutely, pursued in this Outline.

* A Handhook of British Ferns.” By Thomas
Moore, ¥.L.5. London: Groombridge, Pater-
noster-row, 1848; and Poamplin, Frith-street,
Soho.—This is yet foller, and more particular,
and gives the proper mode of enltivation in
every case. Unfortunately, though in other
respects an admirable little work, a more com-
plicate plan of arrangement and occasional
change of nomenclature® render it hetter fitted

2 A changs of namee,” well remacke Froacis, ©is alweays
perploing, snd in this cass nonecessscy. 1 cannol edmit
either that the amonnt of evil is very grestly leas in ro-estab-
lishing an obsolste nemenclature, than in coining & new ona.
Ap to the mers intention sesigned by aome of restoring theie
due honeur to sncimnt botanists, it is s principls good in
theory, buf sanmot ba sarvied out; and it would be of much
injury to botany if it conld, ma we should be soown overwhebm-
ed with terms now forgotten, which are geneenlly less ap-
propriste and significant theo the more modern a ioos,”
Hand, indeed, the presont altarations been from Lastrea, for



6 PREFACE.

for those who alresdy know somewhat on the
subject, than for the entire novice.

* A Popular History of the British Ferns.' By
the same. London : Reeve & Benham, Hennetta
Street,Covent-Garden,1851. A more elementary
book, and, like Sowerby’s, with eoloured piates,
mstead of, as in the former snd in Francs,
mere woodents or atehings, The same uc-mplli-
cate classification, &c. ; of considerable service,

expmple, the mere unmeaning dorivative from M. Delsatre,
snd the mgos Polystichirm, equally spplisable to half a dozen
other species, o the meve deflnlte snd descriptive Aspidinm.
thera might have been some show of reason therein | but murely
not for the reverss, from good te bad, e, if Quercina were
mubstituted fior Aquiline, s regards Pers, foom it greater
resemblangs o an oak then sm esgls, ohjssticnsbls me such
innovstions must be, it would yet bear e face; bot what sense
oonld be extracted froh Newman's propossd Eoptoris P Bo
of the system of classifiention soccrding to the vemstion, the
same writer says, ' I do not dnd it sither oorrect, convenient,
or practicable.” Bes his * Obwarvations,” p. vii, od. 4th. And
guraly, while so eany, simple, and decided an armngement can
be gained from the fructifiention of each genus, it were some-
what supsrflucus to resort to any other,
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however, as contsining a more complete and
detailed list of habitats.

In the following pages the subject has been move
simplified than in sny of the foregoing treatises—
{all of which, however, are strongly to be recom-
mended te one who wonld study it fully); the at-
tempt having been made to describe each apecies
in words of common use, technicel language
being avoided. I must only beg to be excused
in designating the different parts of the Ferns
by the names the corresponding parts of a tree
would besr : the main stalk as a “stem,” the
Jateral shoots therefrom as " hranches” or
“boughe ;** the foliage on the latter, whether
formed into a distinet and separate member, or
joined to them in its whole width, as *leaves ;*
&ec., critically incorrect ms the application of
such terms may be.

E. B.



