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PREFATORY NOTE.

Tame little Volume is not designed to be a systematic
and connected treatise on the practical mature of the
Christian religion; but it iz a sslection of papers, with-
out any close connection with each other, on practical
subjects. Ita design is to bring prominently forward
the important fact that Christianity is not only a
system of doctrinal trutha to be believed, but slso of
evangelical duties to be practised; indeed, that the
truths are only revealed in order that they might
influence our heart and conduct, and that without this
influence, belief in them is withont real advantage,
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THE

Signs mnd Pudies of the Christion Hife.

" CHAPTER 1.
The Yo Wie,

“Ir is the heart which makes the theologian,” was the
motto of Neander, ome of the greatest of modern
divines. His theological systern has been represented
as assnming that * Christlanity i2 not so much a
doctrine as a life—a new life-principle, a new spiritual
creation which, like leaven, runs through and sanctifies
all natural connexions, and preserves and glorifies every
individoality.,” Although smch statements must be
taken under considerable limitations, yet thers is much
truth in them. The doctrines of Christisnity, however
important and essential, are not mere theories, but great
practical realities, which can only have & saving efficacy
by being received into the sonl. A mere speculativs
belief in them, if unaccompanied by a spiritual infloence
B



