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PREFACE.

Tz edition of the fdyilr of the King, like that of fu Memorizm, was
begun more than tén years ago, bot, like that, was laid aside for other
work. T have been often urged by teachers and literary friends to finish
it, bat have not found time to do it umt] now.

The poet, who had given me valuable help in revising my editions
of The Princezs and the two volumes of selections from his works
published in 1884 and 1887, kindly encouraged me in the plan of ed-
iting others, as the present Lord Tennyson has alse done. T am par-
ticulasly under obligatdons to the latter for ealllng my attention to
the remarkable paper on the faplfr in the Comtemporary Review for
May, 1373 (see pages 181-150), which gives the poct's own explanation
of the allegory, as well as of certain * artistic unities ™ in the work which
the reader might not detect, and which the critics have been slow to dis-
cern. It is the most important criticiam of the fdwifs that has appeared,
but it seems to be little known in this country, —mainly, I suspect, on
account of ita accidental omission from the otherwise quite exhanstive
list of reviews and criticisms in Poole's Judex fo Periodical Literature,

I have retained the poet's spelling of Sfw/fls, though it is not adoptad
in other American editions, and Is contrary to the analogy of berpl, sidy,
and other derivatives from Greek originals of similar form. It is curi-
ous, by the way, that in The Priwcesr (vil 176) all the English editions
from 1847 down to the present time have * Idyl" I believe that this is
the only instance of the word in Tenpyson's verse except the ane in the
Dedication of these Jay/fs.

As in Fhe Princess and the other books, I have followed the post's
orthography (except in words like codor, doner, etc.) and his restricted
use of the apostrophe in past tenses. I have, however, attempted {see
Addendum, page 219}, to correct the jnaccuracies and incongraities in
the pointing, capitalization, etc, of the English editions,

The Notes give the history of the poems, the variations in the text of
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the earliest and latest editions, explanations of archafsms, obscurities,
personal and local names, allusions, etc., and other matter whick I
thought likely o be serviceable or interesting to readers and students.
On pages 1Bo, 181, I give a select list of books which the teacher and
the student will find useful for collateral reading and reference.

Cammuinos, My 25, righ,
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IDYLLS OF THE KING.

IN TWELVE BOOKS.

! Fios Regum Aviharws.!— Joagrd oF Exsrin

DEDICATION.

TrEsE to His Memory — since he held them dear,
Perchance as finding there unconsciously

Some image of himself — I dedicate,

I dedicate, I consecrate with tears —

These Idylls.

And indeed He seems to me
Secarce other than my king's ideal knight,
‘Who reverenced his conscience as his king ;
Whose glory was, redressing human wrong ;
Who spake no slander, no, nor listen'd to it ;
Who loved one only and who clave to her —* o
Her — over all whose realms to their last isle,
Commingled with the gloom of imminent war,
The shadow of His loss drew like eclipse,
Darkening the world. We have lost him : he is gone:
We know him now : all narrow jealousies
Are silent ; and we see him as he moved,
How modest, kindly, all-accomplish'd, wise,
With what sublime repression of himself,
And in what limits, and how tenderly;
Not swaying to this faction or to that ; =
Not making his high place the lawless perch



