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INTRODUCTION.

Prorzaaos Exwwery well sums up the drift and porpose
of the thres great tragedies that form the irilogy of the
Orestea, by callicg them *thres acts, as it weze, of ona
plok” The dgamemnom, ho says!, is *the Crime,’ the
Choephoroe ia ‘ths Vengeance' and the third, the Eu-
menides, 18 *ihe Avenger's Trisl' In all there is & moral
purpogs which is developed not only very finely, from a
poetls point of view, but very powerfully as the theclogicsl
and philogophiesl tesehing of an eamest, reverent, snd
religions mind, A fataliet by birth and education, & pre-
destinarian by eonvietion, axd a pessimist by the workings
of g naturslly glogmy mind, he traces s whola chain of
family evile to snoestral erime. Originating in & delusion
or moral infatnation, drg, the subsequent crimes and woes
#re with him the necessary effects of s canges. The muorder
of Agamemnon by the hand of his wife, and that of Cly-
temnestta by the band of her son, sre bui the resulis of
#in ever produoes a brood *like ynto ite=lf' {v, TBE).

Ag in mll works of the highest ari 1t will bo found
that our admiration inereares with furiher ptody, eo it i
especially {roe of ihe Agamemnon to say, that the more
carefully its plot and somposition are studied, and the more
paing are taken to master its meany diffiealiies, the mors
it will sesm to develop new beauties and new points of
interest in the charscters of the prinsipal sctors, To
underetand the play rightly and thoronghly is, withont
doubt, & high inteliestnal affort amd exerciss, Tha pride

L Introduction, p. 1, ed. 1878,
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mestra, and the undeserved misery of the captive Caa-
sandrs, are 81l worked out with singolar akill, power, and
eonsistensy, subordinate to the general snd main doetrine
of the play, that Crima will have ity Punishment, and con-
tempt of divins lawd will be followed by s tortain and
inevitable Nemesls, It iz & grand morsl lessom, in which,
althongh Fate and Destiny (dedvey) are prominent ideass,
Divins Juptice is never loet sight of, The ethieal bearing of
the play therefore was altogether on the gide of natural
religion,

The following is & brief outline of the snsesssion of
ovents. (1} A watchmen on the palsce roof sees the
beaeon-light atnonncing the eapture of Troy, and at ones
gives information to the expectant guean, who bosies her.
self with preparstions for & genersl rejoieing. {9) The
chorns deaoriben, not withont forebodinga of evil, the sanges
of tha expadition, the ¢mens seen on the way, the sacrifica
of Iphigenis. (3} Clriemmnesira narrates to tha chorus the
gtations of the besson-lights, snd expatlates on the relative
positiene of the capiured and the conguerers, (4) A ehesul
ode follows om the treachery of Paris, the grief of the
infored Menelans, the suffarings snd secrst murmurs of the
peopls who are compelled to engage in g war for his selfish
epds., {5} A herald saxrives, bringing & detailed scoount of
the events of the eapiure, followed by a narraiive of dis-
paters from & storm in the return. PBetween fhe two
spesches, the goeen makes & hypocritical protestation,
half puoepecied by the ohorus, of her love for her lord.
(6) Another choral ode on Paris and the fascivations of
Helen, with reflexions on oue crime begeifing another,
{7) Agemmemmnon enters in & oar with Oassandrs, and
boasta of his sucocss, and the vengesnce that has st lasf
overtaken Troy. Clytemnestra addrosses him with spparent
affection, and s contest botween them ensues sbout his
welking on costly carpets into the palace. (3) The choras
more plainly than before bodes evil, thongh presant ap-
poarsnoes peem  favonrable, (9) Casssndrs niters wild
words, not understood by the chorns, and more and more
plainly foretells bor own snd the king's fats. (1) The
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groans of Agamomnon being killed are heard within the
palsse. The chorns hesitsts a8 to what conrse they abonld
purane, when Clylemnestra somes forth and avows the
deed. (11) Beeriminstions ensoe with the choros, who
threaten vengeance, (12) Asgisthos asserts that the desd
wib & juat one, and that his own wrongs as well as Clytem-
nestra’s have been avenged. The pliy soncludes with an
nesartion of his power and his determination to pot down
opposition by force.

It has never been sufficiantly obesrved, thongh it is &
fast of muosh imporianee and intarest, that Aesshylne no-
where shows any knowledge of the Tiisd and the Odyssey
in this trilogy. Ha followed epics which eontained in full
the aesount of the eserifice of Iphigemis, the early family
fends of the honse of Afrens, and the rape of Helen; as
wall g others which deseribed the retorn of the Greeks, thg
gborm off the Greeian conat, and the murder of Agamemmnon.
These latter evenis are slinded o in the Odyseey, indeed,
g6 the detention of the fest is slightly slluded to in the
second Book of the Ifiad; but the poet did not take his
aesounts from these sonresd. He followed posma which in
iz timae mppear to have had both more pepolarity and more
suthority, the Oypria (Kirpia #ry) and the Nérrae

The following exiracis from Proolns' epifome of the
Cypria (p. 234, ol. Weetphal) will make thls perfeotly clear
to the reader.

" Parin, st the suggestion of Aphrodife, builds s fAect,
and Helenos (his inspired brother) nttars predictions abont
the coming marnisge!. Cassandra foreshows the froubles
that will follow. Paris is enteriainsi hospitably st Bparia,
in the palase of Menelsus?. He offers Helen presents at
the entertainmenk, Menalans goes off to Crete, charging
Helen to entertain her gmesta. During his sbeence the
lovers meet, and sail off afier pulting most of her property
on board?. He arrives at Troy and there solemnises tha
marrisga¥, The laaders of the Grecian fleet are enmmonad

b Mywr wpodfra, dg. 3%, Horscs followsd the same or & very
aimilar relation in O4d. i. 18

1 dg. 3. ¥ dp. I8 ' g, 68T,



B INTRODECTION,

from the sistes, snd meet at Aualis. Hers & sserifica is
offered, acoompanied by a prodigy of & make and & nest of
aparrowe’, Calohsas the seer prophesies what will happen
from the omen. On the retorn of the feet from Mysa, &
storm overtakes it, and the shipa are dispersed, They meet
& second time et Anlis, where Agamemnon offends Artemis
by boasting of the death of a sieg in hunilng. The goddess
detains the flest, and Calchas commands the sacrifica of
Iphigenis, who is bronght to Adlis by her mother nndar
pratence of marrving Achilles®,"

From the Néero the poet ook the mocount of the
pecond gtorm, and the muorder of Agamemnon by Olytem-
nostra and Asgisthus, From the Thlsw Ilépar he borrowed
the sllosion to the wooden hores and the sasrilege eom.
witted by Ajax in earrying off Cassandra and the Palladinm
from the temple of Athena®.

The scens of the play is lsid ab Argos, which, some-
what strangely, the tragics ideniify with Mycensa. That
town had in fact bean dismaniled by the Argives fen years
bofore the aeting of this play in 458 B.o. The Chorus
ponsists of twelve elders, who it the absemce of the king
are Begonts, and have the care of the cify delegsted to
them ae & Counell of Biata, for which reason they eall
thempelves wyalay porbgpoupow fpxer in v. 248, and they are
sddreased by the queen 88 wpfofer "Appeluy in ¥, 829,

t Mied §. ML From this passage the word evpevisr waa im-
parted into the play {v. 145, necessorily in later times, bocanee it
is ngminst the metre,

1 Tha subject of the Tehigenis of Aulis of Buripides

1 Proclas, pp. 33, 260, dgam. 333, TIE
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