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A COMMENT 70 T2E READER

: by
MAURICE J. BURSTEIN: M. D.
e

This small pamphlet, ,,The Universe and its Evo-
lution,” by Mr, 5, ]. Silberstein, is a very short ex-
tract from his work in Hebrew, which embraces in
itself a complete cosmic theory.

1 do not come here as a critichst to express my
opinion upon the excellence of the work or the cor-
rectness of his theory.

The author has andeavored to prove thatthe science.-
of to-day is based upon false premises. He annihila-
tes the theory of the law of gravitation, the first and
fundamental law in nature, which is based upon ma-
thematics and astronomy, and shows that gravitation
is but a mythological mysticism.

‘In the same way he treats of Inertia, many estab-
lished laws of motion, the theory of the ether, &c. He
opposes the philosophy of Spinoza, Leibnitz and others,
and out of all these demolished theories, he gathers
material and originates a new cosmic theory, by me-
ans of which all obscure accidents in nature at the
beginning of the creation should be explained and
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all questions should be answerable in a logical manner.
Upon this subject, the author claims to have arrived
at the only correct idea, by which the problem of the
universe and its crestion can be solved.

I cannot, for a moment, pass any opinion upon
- its correctness. I should rather be pleased to hear
the opinions of the great sclentists of to-day, and I
sincerely request both the scientist and naturalist to
read this pamphlet with a preferential attlmﬁon, and
give & just and impartial opinion as to the ideality of
this work. =
Is a man able to solve the problem of the nature
as Mr. Silberstein has, confessing as he does, that a
naturalist has no right to make laws in nature as long
as hé is not able to detect its mysteries, and that all
laws based upon mathematical calculations and experi-
ments may be correct only as far as mechanics goes,
but not as natural laws, as long as they do not satis-
fy the logical mind of the pure thinker; or that the
pn:ma.ry accidents in the universe should always re-
main & mystery, and every man may, by experiments,
create laws in nature, although these laws may be
contrary to human intelligence. It matters not with
me wheter Mr. Silberstein's theory be true or not, but
the most important question that would arise in the
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mind of the scientist of to-day is this: Should science
prove to man that it is not science; or, in other words,
should , knowledge” cause man to be convinced that
he is to remain ignorant?

I desire to make the reader aware of the rhetori-
cal defects of this little book, which is due to the
difficulty of translation from the Hebrew, a language
with a brief vocabulary, especially in philosophical
expressions, This small pamphlet is but a brief ex-
tract from the Hebrew work, which comprises four-
teen books. It is written in the form of an essay,
with the intention of showing the contents of at least
a portion of his Hebrew work, and may thus enable
him to secure a translation of the other volumes. In
my opinion, an important work, such as this, which
is the result of years of tedious study and labor upon
such an important and wast subject, deserves more
than ordinary support. The reader can hardly con-
ceive how brief this extract must necessarily be, and
how difficult it was for the author to have the same
translated into English, This pamphlet, I trust, will
be read carefully, attention being paid to the thought,
rather than to the expression of the thought.

180 Henry Strect, New York,
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