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PREFACE.

The object of this essuy, is to direct attentica into a pew
path of investigution concerning the action of drugs upon
the healthy.

We have reasca to believe that further experiments in
the munuer indicated, will furnish a new method of study-
ing the lnw of similars, that will prove a valuable auxillinry
to our drug pathogenesis.

Thut further knowledge of drug actioa is wanting, besides
what we now possess, experie:u‘.a demonstrates to every
one, tor we find disense is always a complex problem, in-
volving not only lecal disturbance, but constitutional sym-
pathies of varyving chavacter and degree, therefore we must
have some means of discriminating between remedies which
produce similar local phencenens, By our present light,
this canmot be done with cortuinty as we have no definite
knowledge of concomitant drug” effects.

Again while the onset of disease is at one time violent
s vapid, and at another insidious and slow; and while in
some cuses b5 immedinte effects ave most disastrouns, in
others, they will be of less moment than are the remote con-
sequences,  For these rensops we have reed to know pre-
cisely what ave the primary and what are the secondary
effects of our remedies, and if we ean find these, we shall
have a ready key to the similimum.

We helieve that this method of proving will not only in-
dicate clearly these important purtienlars, but will also de-
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termine the dual action of drugs in all their contradictions,
besides giving by the succession of organs disturbed, the con-
comitanis so much needed by differentiation.

Some may object to the inference, that the succession of
organs disturbed in the proving, gives evidence of the adap-
tation of a drug to a like combination of disturbances in dis-
ease, The only answer that can be made is, that exper-
ience only ean prove the fallacy of the assumption. And
another question may be raised with reason. What war-
rant have you in ussuming that hecause Arsenic produced
nausea followed hy neurnlgic pains in head, and these were
followed by formication; therefore it can be curative in vio-
lent gastritis, with agony of mind and hippocratic counte-
nance? Or it may be to gangrenous erysipelas with thirst,
and sopor, as concomitants ?

We admit the absence of direct evidence in symptoms pro-
duced, of neceasity the symptoms developed from a single
dose are trival, and we must give them a broad interpreta-
tion, co-extensive with those found in our full provings,
We are seeking now, not for pathological similarity, but for
the attending disturbances; and experience will verify our
¢laim and the justice of the assumption.

This work has been prosecuted far enough to establish
the correctness of the theory, and experience has brought
many confirmations of its usefulness, therefore I no longer
hesitate giving the idea to the profession that all may unite
in its development, which is too great and important for
any one body of men to pursue successfully alone.

A, W. Woobwagrp.

130 Ashland Ave., Chicago.
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INTRODUCTION.

No one will deny that disease isa cuamulative process, soon
involving by sympathy various organs and functions., Then
it must be, theoretically considered, a combined picture of
pathological lesion, plus the special sympathetic disturbances
attending. Hence our therapeutic efforts will often prove
unavailing until we ean diseover a remedy which is a simili-
munt, not only to the loeul lesion, but to all the symptoms

in the erder of their relative importance.

While our drug pathogenesis is greatly superior to em-
piricism, the practieal application of remedies is greatly
embarassed by the failure of our provings to give the com-
bination and subordination of symptows pecnliar to and
characteristic of each drug. We may find the key-note
symptoms of the disease anud adapt the remedy precisely,
and yet we fuil too often in effecting n core, becanse we
cannot estimate correctly the attending symptoms which

zovern the suceess of the remedy.

With such uncertainties before us, should we be con-
tent with so partinl a grasp of the law of similara? Shall

we be sutisfied to know no more of our rvenedies in their
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grand totulity than simply the individual and isolated symp-
toms produced thereby? As well might we judge of a tree
by the color and shape ot its leat, which bears no relation
tv the grandeur, sirength, and proporiions of the tree
itself. No. If the law *‘ sémilia" is true in general, and
nue 50 vften guided to the cure of disease by such slight re-
semblances, it must also be true that a drug will be radi-
cally curative only when it presents a complete parallel to
the totality of the disease symptoms. If it cures to-day
and tails to-morrow in the same disease, it must be owing
to differences existing, not in the local lesion itzelt, but in
the epi-phenomena, which modify and prevent a favorable
result, and to which the drug is not Homeeopathic.

Theoretically there iz nothing new in this propusition,
ag every student of Halmemann knows. But practically it
has been, and is still, the grent problem of the best minds
in our profession—how we may arrive at this broader
knowledge of our remedies?

It iy evident this desideratum caunot be attained by the
methods generally pursued heretsfore, and it would, there-
fore, be well it we returncd to that first advised by Hahne-
mann, i. &, ““proving« made upon the healthy body by a single
dose,” taken in sufficiont quantity (not toxical) to produce
disturhance of the entire economy. It will not require “a
full dose™ to produce such results in seleeted subjects, and
it will be fonnd that in many cases drug effects appreciable
to the educated observer will appear at intervals for several
days afier taking.



