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) Crwarnare, April 5, 1848,
Wictw Gzexne, Esg: . :

Drear Sirs—0n bebnlf of thes Committes of the Bar of Ham-
ilton Cooety, appointed o conduct the prossedings which it was thooght just and
propet Lo Lake in honor of the memery of Jobn Cuiney Adants, snd upon the
enmest suggeation of many Membetn of the Bar, who had the gratifiostion of
hearing your diseourme, eommemorative of the public lifs and eervices of thok
distingnished man, I beg you to urnish a oopr of the Discourae for publications

Allow me alao {0 sxpreey, in hehalf of lhe Cemmiltes, and. of your brethren
of the Bar genarally, our aaknowledgments fo vou for (he priwmpiness with whieh
you vndertook the duty which wes, by common cengent, assigned to you; and for
the disorimination, wdgoient, truth and eloquende with which you dischanged it

I am, very reapacifidly,
Youry, &a.,
CHARLES L. TELFORD.

Comcoarety, April 8, 1848,
Cminizs L. Terroan, Esg.

Daar Sir:—I1 hara beon this moming favoured witk your
valued letber of the Sth inst., sumpnuicativg the wish of the Committas, and
mwany membems of the Bar of Hamilion County, that Twould fornish them, for
publication, & copy of the Discrurss deliverad By me at {heir instancs, oo the
25th ult., commemerative of the kifeand sarvieny of John Quincy Adams. With
unfeigned diffidencs, I comply with the request, and bag to sxpress my acknowl-
sdgments for the kind tsvme in which you have compurioasd it

With great reapact,
Yooz friend and servant, y
W. GREENE.



ORATION.

Tur spontaneous uprisivg of a whole people, to render
homage to a single man, is & rare ocourrence in the history of
nationg. On the oceasion that hag brooght us here, it is & proof
that a great and good man has departed from ameng vs, The
voice of mourning has come forth from all quarters and ¢lasses
of our country, with the earnest, heart-felt inguiry, what shell
best be done, that dus honor mey be paid,to the statesman, the
jurist, the scholar, and the man, whom the world has lost.
And thos the highest eulogy has elready been pronounced —
the most distinguishing honor hae already been paid, to the
memory and charucter of the Hlustricoe dead. The highest
eulogy is n universal acknowledgment of virtuoue desert — the
most distinguishing honor, the homage which that acknowl-
edgment spontaneously suggests and universally accords.

By the finttering invitation of my brethren of the Bar of this
county, I am to speak of the life and character of Jomy
Quiner Apams, I come to the work under & solemn sense of
the responsibility of the undertaking, nnd with a deep and
humbling conseicusness of my insbility to doit justice. Ilis
a work from which the very ablest minds might shrink. Indeed,
1 should regard that man, however alle, as least fit to venture
upon it, whose knowledge of his subject was 8o imperfect, as
not to have taught him, that to treat it properly, is beyond the
reach of any human strength.

I am to speak of a man, whoae nctive connection with our
national affairs, comprises a period of nearly sixty years:
whose comprehensive mind, through all that time, has largely
contributed to unfold and apply the great principles of our
government; and whose lofty independence and uncompromi-
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sing virtue have done more than those of almost any other one’
man, to breatha into our system that high moral tone, which
has kept its vital purity untouched and uncorrupted, in spite of
all the tendencies of political changes to weaken or underming
it. Iam to speak of a man, whose gervices to his generation
bave been as warious nd they have been unintermitted: whose
performance of them has always been complets, in proportion
to the occasions which demanded them; and whose long life, it
may almost literally be said, has reached it limit, without
leaving a duty unperformed, even to the lest day of conscious-
ness. In speaking of auch = life, all mere verbal panegyric
becomes insignificant and feeble before the enlogy which itsell
pronounces.

The town of Braintres (now Quincy)in the State of Massa-
chusetts, on the 11th of July, 1767, had the honour of the birth
of John Quiney Ademes. Some six or seven years after the'
event from which his father dated the birlh of American Inde-
pendence —the celebrated and neverto be forgotten speech of
Jomes Otis againat writs of assistanes —and zome seven or
eight years before the firal gun was fired at Lexington, which
insured that Independence & triumphant éstablishment—a!most
at the exact middle point between the earliest suggestion of the
ider of our nation's freadom, and the final consummation of it—
the mow deceased Patriot first breathed the breath of life.
Bright, indeed, and apspicicus, was the commencement of the
earthly pilgrimage of the man, whose first sunlight was hal-
lowed by the struggles it witnessed, of homan liberty, and
whose desliny waa, in never ceasing labours through a long
life of eighty years, to help to perpetuate the glories which
those struggles so suceessfully achieved!

During the first eleven years of his life, the fostering care of
a rarely gifted mother laid the foundation of that axtraordinary
character, which, in ail its varieties of development and use,
has shed so much honoor on our country and our age. Thanks
to the maternal care and culture, to whose early trainings in
the ways of virtue, integrity and truth, the world owes so
large a debt, in the examples and lessons of the life whose end
wa now mourn!
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At the age of eleven years, the mother’s peculiar care ceased;
not, however, to the disadvantage of a miad and character
which she had so completely fitted for the advanced training of
a larger sphere of study. The city of Parts, under his gifted
father's guidance, was now the place of an eighteen months’
residence and cullurs. At the end of that period, he accom-
panied his father home. In three months they retorned again
to Europe, where the son remained at school in Paris, Amster-
dam and Leyden, until in 1781, at the age of fourteen years,
he accompanied Francie Dana, our first Minister to Russia, in
the capacity of Private Becretary.  Aftera year's residence at
8t. Petersburgh, he rejoined his Father in Heltond, from which
eountry they went to Paris in 1783, during which year the trea-
ty with England was negotiated which finally settled the ques-
tion of independence hetween America and the mother country.
The son continued with the father in Europe until 1785, In
that year, returning to America, he entered the Junior Class of
Harvard University, and gradvating in dae course in 1767, he,
at onge, at the oge of twenty, commenced the study of the
Law with the celebrated Theophilua Parsons of Newburyport.
At the termination of hislegal studies, he commenced the prac-
tice of the Law in Boston, in which he remaired for four years;
during which period, he manifested such romarksble and atztes
manlika abilities by his political writings, as to atiract the par-
ticolar attention of the national governinent with Washington
atits head; who conferred upon him in May, 1734, the office of
Minister Resident to the Netherlands. In May, 1796, he was
commissioned by Washington to & full mission at the coort of
Lisbon, and in May, 1787, by his father, nt the court of Berlin.
During his residence there, he was specially commissioned to
negotiate a treaty of amity and commeres with the king of
Sweden; and in 1801, on the retirement of his father from the
Presidency,under the influence of adelicacy which the strongly
expressed wishes of Mr. Jefferson were unable to overcome,
he solicited and received hig re-call; and in Septernber of the
last mentioned year, réturned & private citizen to his native
land. Daring the following year, he was elected to the Senate
of Massachusetts, and by the Legislature of that State lo the



Senate of the United States for the term of six years from the
4th of March, 1803. During this period be was appointed Pro-
fessor of Rhetoric and Oratory at Harvard, and delivered reg-
ular courses of Lectures during the recesses of Congress. In
1808, in consequence of the disapprobation of hig constituents
of his vote on the Embarge question, he resigned his seat in
the SBenate, and became again a private citizen. In 1809, he
was appointed by Mr. Madison, Minister to Russia. While
there, he received a conmission s Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United Btates which he declined. He remained
in Russia, unti] his appointment to the commission which, at
Ghent, negotiated the Treaty that terminated the war with
England, of 1812, He was then appointed Minister to Eng-
land, where he contiaued unt® 1817, when he was called to the
State Department by Presideat Monree. In this office he re-
mained until his election to the Presidency in 1825, At the
close of his Presidential term in 1829, he bocame ggain a
private citizen,and so continued till his election in 1836 to the
House of Representatives of the United States from hiz native
District, in which offiza he remained, without intermission for
seventecn years, until his death.

Thus, from the period of 1794 to the present year 18948, with
but three short intervale, Mr. Adaids was in the public service.
Thus, for fifty-four years, his pame has been identified with the
domestic and foreign reletions of our eountry; filling stations
of the highent responsibility ; performing duties of the most mo-
mentous trast; and so performing thein, as that now, in that long
retrospect, @ whole nation, without distinetion of party,
class, sex or age, proneutees a verdict of confidence, reverence
and honour, such as has been nwarded to but few men in the
wotld's whole history, and auch as must securs to his name and
character the highest eulogy,in our own country’s annals,
throogh all coming time.

The consequenee of a public man is often estimated, more
by the offices he has held, than Ly the maoner in which he has
performed the duties of them. Suvecess in a career of public
confidence is regarded,and properly regarded, as proof of merit
in the subject of if. Unfortunately, however, in the experi-




ence of elective forms of government, as of others, the reality
does not always eorrespond with the indication; and the ig.
norant and unworthy are often found filling the pleces, from
which the wise and virtuous have been excluded. The laws
of party association under the elzctive gystern, which too often
point to men to do a party work, instead of & useful service to
their country, are frequently too strong for the virtue which
would reject a candidate because he was unqualified,. Hence
demagogues are often found in the highest trustsof power, and
are continued thers in epite of their vnworthiness, becausa
their identity with the pariy syatem te which they owe their
elevation, renders them indispensable to its sapport.

Notof the category here presentad, was theman John Quincy
Adams. His eulogy isy notin the offices he held for more than
fifty years, bot in the works whizh thosa offices gave him the
opportunity to do. His suceess wasnot in reachimg the highes;
honours which the world could givehim, but in the geod he per-
formed to make those honoure appropriately his. 'His glory i,
not that be wos President of the United States,bat that the
deeds he did vutshone in splendor the station which enablsd
him to do them,

1t is to the character of Mr. Adamg, illuetroted by the life
whose summary I have brisfly given, that [ would invite par-
ticular attention in tha further progress of this discourse. I
ghall speak of him, 25 a Btatesman, as a Jurist, as a Scholar, and
asa Man; and first as a Statesman.,

The circumstances of Mr. Adame* enrly life, were eminently
fitted to form his eharacter and tastez fora career of politics.
The courtz of Europe were the schools of his boyhood; the
good or evil experience of which he would learn wisely to im-
prove, under the guidanee and advice of the first statesmen of
tha age. 'The science of Government and the poliey of Ad-
ministration, thus entered largaly into the grewth and forma-
tion of his early mind — impressing it with an intelligence and
imbuing it with a spirit which could net fail to prepare him for
the future high vocation to which his destiny directed him.
But in addition o these ndvantages of intellectual culture in
the great business of politics, his constant association with the
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