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REMINISCENCES,

ARTICLE 1.

As quite 0 wmanber of corvespondents have Leen giving
their vecolleetions of Tamoton as 0 appeared in the early
part of the present century, and lave confined  their com-
munications principally to the loentions of the streets and
buildiegs, withont miving the pames of the owners, their
Lmiginess, oveppations, sncial status, ete., 1 propose to mo
over the groumwl and supply, so e oz T ean, this omission,
Iii‘ll-l_'rt;'r'.l i[l i .-il:‘.'l'il'!‘i IZIiFJI'l'[iI;_"II,':i ﬂll_' Hl_r' Fill’lll'.lrflrflr';lﬁl'l'.'r., ,.-\..\,"- 1 h]!". &
e reeorils b eonsule, aoed nathinge bod memory to rely upaon,
it is quite possible that some inacenracies aml mistakes may
hee Pl du thiese reminiscences of the past, os they will Le
solely the revollections and nopressions of exrly bovhood.

TIE LD GRIST MILL.

In giviug the topography of the plaee as it appearad in
1510 and =unececding vearz, wo will conunence ag the Ol
Groast Mall fowated s the Tool of che lall on the road to
Westmin=ter, opposite the old Brick 3 of Crocker Bros.
& Co., recently torn down, leaving o further dezeription of
that portivn of the towy to another e, The dunm weross
e river wis loeabed where if now 2, 00l there was a eanal
cut aeross the steeet, abiont half way up the hill, to eonduet
the water to the geise mill, and alsa o o fulling mill sear
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thie wei=t mwill, where the farmers beonghit their bone-mails
eluths 1o be prepansd for vze. The grist nall waz ownelt by
Col. Tobert Crossioan, living on the hitl, jo the house now
sl o the left of the romd a litte do the reae of the
panie, and pearly opposite the Winstow Clareh,  Col.
Crossmon was a prominent, wealthy and gotalle  person.
ovenpy iy responsible positionz, was a dencon ol the ehirel,
el Lhe Bather of o aumerons Bundly, sl asey of s ide-
seendants ars still hwong us. The old geist il was an
importaut ihstitution in those dayz, and the farmers in the
vivipity and all the families of the town depended upon il
for thetr rve amd corn menle T wns constatly  employed
il was very profitsble to its vwner. Uie wlhole of that
prartion ot the city now cecupied aud eovered by dwelling
hiona=es, fivam the Bivery stalde ocenpied by Messrs, Clarch
& Dart to the Britannin Waorks, awml estemdivg west to the
B o the 10l dn the rear of the Baptist Chureli, woas
Uikl fovering some acres of gromudd, with a snwdl izland
i the eontre partly covered with waderbrosh sl reaching
tor the nwanin wiver, whoeh van o the =anee clinope] that 3
o now,. This lamd was owped by the Colonet, and flood-
vl i eomseguenee of  the dam bailt below by the Taanton
Cotten Foetory Con Tt mosde acenpital skating pord for the
bovs inowinter,  The gepst will e conplied it walers o-
to this basin below, which was nz=ed i woleriug  boeses
very extensively, liaving an opening frome the romd where
the temns wied hovsos eould aleive down o the sapwe sl
trn abont with onze. Do this bosio S Ueele Jeszie™ the
stage iy had Bis horses regularky in the sonmer zeazon,
dreiven tooswim, amd Bowos the seneral oustem i the town

ot tht timae. for the owners of horses to o swim them fop
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their hendth el to keep thee elean ) aad o large portion of
the Torses owmel in the town wees regularly dviven there to
water,  The bova bad rave sport o vidieg these harses
the water.  Thiz lovality, therefore, becawme both o pecess
sity wmld a ecelelrity.

CAUTCIIEYNG TTERRINGs 05 COILANNET STHEET.

Tlers were dwo wooden briskpes over fhe mnin streato,
and @ large hotel stable o the north of the ol extendine
over the river some distance, which servad ng a railing for
the breidges o that shle. From these brikges there was
woond fishing at wight tor lonprey cels; and some other zh
ulzo were very plenty amd ensily canglit witl salted berring
for the bait. At the end of the Hume at the grist ill we
boys wzed to woten the hervings as they come up in scliools
which ddarkenod 1he waters wheo the will was ronniog,
They tollowal the runuing of the grist will stremn wpta e
wheel, ml then woubit fll bacek o osuel erowids gs wanlild
enalle ns easily to catelt thom i nets aod also with our
hamds,  Ou the oppasite side of the rom] where the main
streunn cnnie over the dam tlere was gread lishing in = her-
it e There was Tedow (i alam o rongd, stony peiss-
e, whicl the fisherpen would Bine on either <iile by polline
in stomes on which to stal, This passage ther woulid ex-
teadd down the stream as boe as the depth of the water would
allow, for the heerings to enter on their woy te the dan,
Thi fisbermen wonlil then tnke their stamls, seoop-uet in
bamed, om both sides o the possage-wauy, Laviog theire laskets
sucnrely anehored e their veoar o pml o the pesageway wos
neer=nlily murvew, when the berrings enderad ic ey were

erowded togethor i denee maeges, sl frequentv in their
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strogeles to et up to the dam would leap over each side of
the passage-way, amd conld easily be taken by the hands.
Heve the fishermen would seoop then oot duriog the jon,
as fust as they could put in their vets. It ook but o fow
days for ench man or boy to obitain suflicient sopplies for
the yenr.  Very many familes in those days made depend-
enes upen e enred berrings oz their main stay dovinge the
:rrE'ﬂr-. =|-||1| t-I'H."- []II'] ourn I!'."IFI.‘:.' ..‘-I!L'H.] H"[l IH-I.J'ﬂ Wi I:I.I'I'I.':I."'.'?i
lined with heerings strane on sticks for the porpose of dry-
e Toothis eomdition they remained, always ready tor use,
thereby enabhing the poeorer classes at all Gmes o bave o
hand an emple supply of boalkthy fowl during the senson, at
a nominal coxt, And douhtless many families were zavod
fromm =eeking help from the town duriee the long, protractsl
winters of those times, when e z2uow used o fall early o
thae zeazon and remam late ndo spring ;. when the days and
nirhils were batterly cold, with no coal or steam ot hand,
awd vodhing bt balf-buile honses, large fire-places and wood
fires ta depeml npom 1o order (o kecep at bay Jaek Frost with
his cempgrlacinting breath and prochiing fingers.

RUM HonLow ix 1510,

The viver at that time had a =mall outles or narrow chan-
nel an o sbeaieht line with iis reECnL CoOnrse, whieh Borpraral-
el thie miain land at the teor o Crossasd’s hill, below the
atone bridee, from an fslawd that ruu from enst to west, A
Taras portion of thiz island, as it then waz, now nnkes o
part of  the main land, and s now eeenpied h"fr Crocker
Brox, & Cou'2 patl wmill and other buildings on Wisthrop
Strect,  The main river ron sroand thiz i=land, passinge
in the roar of the Fishor hooge, the Harvia Dooze, aud the



